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Available Online:March 15, 2024 Cross-dressing has become a filmmaking strategy for the representation of

: women. The increasing trend of the use of cross-dressing in Iranian cinema has
¢ raised the question of what is the purpose of cross-dressing in Iranian cinema
¢ and how is it represented. To achieve this goal, by adapting theories in the field
: of women's studies and representation, the method of narrative analysis has been
: used and 18 films which were made in Iran's post-revolutionary cinema between
: 1978 and 2022 have been selected by purposeful sampling. The findings show
¢ unlike the optimism of previous researches which have considered this
¢ characterization as a deficiency of the ruling discourse, the female character is
: represented in two ways: a gentle woman and a coquettish one. With the way
: they walk, use hand gestures, sweet laughs, and repeatedly touch their face and
: make-up, these women exaggerate flirtatiousness to achieve their deceptive
: goals. Men's incentive for cross-dressing compromise hiding their identity for
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Iranian cinema, Gender @ €scaping from trouble, provoking other men, revenge, utilitarianism, and
stereotype, Narrative analysis. : deviance. Cinematic arrangements also reduce these women to a sexual objects.

' : Finally, this representation has led to the reproduction of gender stereotypes in

¢ the Iranian society, i.e. the duality of modern-traditional women.
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The representation of the female cover-up in post-revolutionary Iranian cinema

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Cinema's link with gender and gender relations by
characterizing different human concepts is
stereotyping and represents real or distorted images
of women and men. The depiction of women
through cinema in the context of Iranian movies has
a gender coding and represents specific images of
women in a patriarchal society .Cross-dressing in
Iranian Cinema has created a field for direct
representation of heterosexuality and heterosexual
behavior in Iranian cinema, and it started with the
comedy film Mademoiselle Khale (1336). With the
change of the dominant discourse, after the Islamic
revolution of 1357, the previous stereotypes became
obsolete and the female body representation was
limited, and new cross-gender acting grew in the
heart of the Islamic country. The process of
increasing the wuse of this technique, arouse
questions like:

"1. How is cross-dressing represented in Iranian
cinema?

2. What is the purpose of cross gender acting in the
story of the film?

3. Does cross-dressing reinforce the stereotyping of
the female role?

which will be helpful in clarifying the research
problem.

2- Methods

The method used in the present article is "Narrative
Analysis" in which the two terms story and
discourse are separated. In this article, at the level of
story, character and action, and at the level of
discourse, events and cinematic arrangements will
be reviewed .Character is studied through
Goffman's idea .The Character is a reflection of
appearance of the actors in the film and the Act is
the actions that performs by them. The Events
conclude what is happening to the characters and the
Cinematic ~ Arrangements  include  camera
movement, framing, close-up, etc. The validity of
the present research is guaranteed in three ways:
"accurate description”, "simplicity" and
"coherence". In addition, several theoretical systems
and methods including narrative analysis,
representational and feminist theories are used in a
coherent report writing situation.

3- Results

The results show that cross-gender acting represent
female character in two ways: a gentle woman or a
coquettish one. The gentle woman is often in the role
of mother, wife, and servant, and is depicted with
older actors, which in a way stereotypes middle-
aged women. Coquet woman is a charming woman
with brown or blonde hair color, face and nails
makeup, wearing different accessories and using
artificial protrusions for the upper body and

sometimes without head covering. It is full of
flirtatiousness and activism, who is away from the
traditional role of women and turns into a rebellious
and western modern woman.

All of the represented acts of cross-dressing (except
3of them) are "deception” type. Escaping, extortion,
impersonation and  exposing other men's
relationships are examples of cross-dress acting in
movies. The event of motherhood takes place in the
patriarchal ideology, while men who have
voluntarily chosen femininity in order to achieve
their goals face the ideology of discipline. Love is
found as a main theme in 7 out of 18 movies. Cross-
dress acting takes place as an event of marriage,
revenge and love.

Cinematic arrangements represent women as sexual
objects. For this purpose, the camera's focus
permissively reduces the woman's body to a
fragment of her body and engages the viewer's
desire. If the film revolves around the perspective of
the male character, the audience identifies with his
perception and watches the woman as an object for
enjoyment. Slow movement separates the character
from time, focuses the audience's gaze on the body
and turns the movement into something sensual. The
way of lighting helps the characters and has an
aesthetic purpose.

Representation of the cross-dresser as a sexual
object moves towards the activation of both
heterosexual and non-heterosexual desire. At the
time of cross-dress acting, it is the idea of queer
people to show their fellow bodies that is flaunted
on the cinema screen, while filmmakers encode the
appearance of queer people in a way to creating
strong visual and sensual effects. On the other hand,
it can be said that the queer man also want to be seen.
Gays appear in the cinema in two roles, the sexual
subject of the film and the sexual subject for LGBT
people and cinema audiences. Iranian filmmakers ,
unfortunately , have been caught in following the
rules , traditions and cinematic censorship and the
discussion of heterosexuality is criticized a lot.

4- Conclusion

Iranian cinema ,After revolution, faced challenges
in representing the image of women, which has led
to use cross-dressing as a strategy in order to show
women. The duality of modern /traditional woman
recreates the same duality of gentle /coquet woman.
Based on the findings of this research, the stereotype
of flirting for women as the main characteristic of
female personality and the act of deception is a
stereotype of female trickery. The event of
motherhood is done in the service of maternal and
patriarchal ideology, while the event of cross-
dressing is done in the service of the ideologues of
discipline, and we face the revelation of the fake
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identity. In cross-dress acting, use in the event of
marriage, revenge and love, and we faced with two
positive and negative characters, both of whom have
voluntarily chosen cross-dressing and want to return
to their original masculine identity. Cinematic
arrangements represent women in the position of
sexual object. In the perspective of feminist-
psychoanalytical ~ foundations,  cross-dressing
exaggerates the stereotypes of femininity and
masculinity, and the stereotypes are reconstructed
ironically and play a political role. Cross-dress
acting in Iran is also based on the exaggeration of
the female stereotype and is influenced by the post-
revolutionary environment. Based on Butler's
theory, this research comes to the conclusion that
gender stereotypes mocking female character in
order to gain more profit by defying the society's
norm. Films turn to cross-dressing to arouse the
emotions of the audience and show the reality and

escapism to show the family and social reality to the
audience.
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