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: above-mentioned goal depends on knowing the tendency and taste of people, as
well as examining their cultural taste according to their assets or capital, in this
: research, Pierre Bourdieu's approach has been used as a theoretical guide. The
¢ research method in this research was also quantitative with the aim of describing
and explaining the investigated phenomenon and using the researcher-made
i questionnaire tool. The statistical population of the research was all customers
¢ of cinemas in Zahedan at the time of data collection and the sample size was 232
people who were selected as a whole number of people willing to cooperate. The
: findings of this research show that cultural and social capitals have a significant
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The main subject of this article is to examine the
relationship between types of capital (economic,
social and cultural capitals) and cinema tendencies
among the cinemagoers of Zahedan city in the
southeast of Iran. The people of this area have
preserved some of their traditional characteristics
and are still in the struggle between tradition and
modernity. Therefore, audience research in cinema
and the traditional context of this society also has a
virgin space. Therefore, examining the situation of
this transitioning society in terms of consumption of
cultural goods and especially cinema, as well as the
lack of previous research on this matter, shows the
importance of this research.

A major part of the research related to the
consumption of cultural goods is influenced and
based on the theory of developmental structuralism
of Pierre Bourdieu, a famous French sociologist, in
which he seeks to explain human behavior,
including the lifestyle and consumption of cultural
goods, by emphasizing the dialectical relationship of
habitus. In this theory, in the structural part or
context, the power and ability of actors is influenced
by factors, the most important of which is the
amount of their capital. Bourdieu proposes four
types of capital, which are economic, social, cultural
and symbolic capital. These capitals respectively
refer to the amount of property and wealth, the
amount of influence or valuable social relations, the
amount of possession and use of cultural resources,
and the amount of respect and social reputation of
individuals. In the framework of Bourdieu's theory,
people act on the basis of their taste, which is related
to their habitus, by using the types and amount of
capital they have in the field, in determining their
lifestyle in distinction from others. In this
framework, it is possible to explain the consumption
of artistic products such as films and their cinematic
tendencies.

2- Methods:

The research method in this research was
quantitative, with the aim of describing and
explaining the investigated phenomenon, using a
researcher-made questionnaire tool. The field of
study of the current research is the cinema halls of
Zahedan city, the capital of Sistan and Baluchistan
province. The statistical population of this research
is made up of all the citizens of different ethnicities
who, at the time of data collection, visited the
cinema halls of Zahedan city and watched at least
one movie in the cinema. The unit of analysis of this
research is the individual. The sample size of the
research was 232 people in total. This sample
volume actually included all cinemagoers who
agreed to cooperate during field operations or data
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collection (taking into account the conditions of the
spread of the corona virus).

3- Findings

The majority of the respondents of this research
were ethnically Baloch (43.1%) and religiously
Shiite (53.9%). In terms of gender, 67.5% are men
and 32.5% are women. The majority of them (25%)
are in the age group of 28-32. Marital status is such
that 49.3% of all respondents are married and 50.7%
are single. Most of the respondents are students and
have studied at bachelor level. About 57% of the
respondents were employed and only 16% of them
were unemployed. Among the economic classes,
most of them (45.8%) belong to the middle class,
and in total, nearly 71% of them belong to the
middle and upper middle classes. In terms of the
amount of economic capital, the majority of them
(26%) have a lot of economic capital, and altogether
more than 49% of them have medium and a lot of
economic capital. In terms of the amount of social
capital, the majority of them (47.1%) have very high
social capital, and in total more than 89% of them
have high and very high social capital. In terms of
the amount of cultural capital, the majority of them
(40.1%) have a lot of cultural capital, and more than
56% of them have a lot of cultural capital.

Based on the findings of this research about the
interest of the respondents in all kinds of films, the
majority of them have declared that - based on the
country of origin of the films - they are very
interested in American or Hollywood and Iranian
films, and on average in other foreign and Indian or
Bollywood films. Based on the average level of
interest, the most popular movies for respondents
based on country of origin are American or
Hollywood movies. The popularity of other films is:
Iranian, other foreign and Indian or Bollywood films
respectively.

In terms of interest in various genres, the results
of the research confirm that the most popular movies
according to the respondents are: comedy, social and
family. The findings of the research about the movie
tendencies of the cinema audience in terms of the
criteria of interest and preference of movies show
that the most important criterion of interest and
preference of movies for them is the subject and
theme of the movie. The criteria of the genre or style
of the film and the actors of the film are next.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

While describing the characteristics of Zahedani
cinemagoers, this research has investigated the
relationship between types of capital and their
cinematic tendencies in the framework of Pierre
Bourdieu's theory and with a survey method. The
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findings of this research showed that there is no
significant relationship between the economic
capital of cinemagoers and different aspects of their
cinematic tendencies. This is different from research
results such as Kord's research (2015), Ebrahimi et
al. (2013) and Ebrahimi Loya and Rezaizadeh
(2013) and does not agree with Bourdieu's theory.
Perhaps such a thing can be justified by the
economic, social and cultural conditions in Zahedan
city or the way of measuring the economic capital
(based on the monthly household expenses),
especially with the difference with the economic
class.

According to the findings of this research, there
is a significant relationship between the cultural
capital of cinemagoers and some of their cinematic
tendencies. This significant relationship is related to
the level of interest in Indian films, social films,
political ~ films,  philosophical  films, and
documentary films, as well as the importance that
moviegoers attach to the director's criteria and film
techniques. This finding is in line with the research
results of Kord (2015) and Ebrahimi et al. (2015)
and is completely consistent with Bourdieu's theory.
The significant and direct relationship between the
amount of cultural capital and the level of interest in
films from social, political, philosophical and
documentary genres, as well as with criteria for
preferring films such as cinematic techniques, easily
reminds of phenomena such as taste and distinction
and their relationship with cultural capital, which is
in the theory Bourdieu is one of the central concepts.

The findings of this research show that the social
capital of cinemagoers in Zahedan has a significant
relationship with some of their cinematic tendencies.
This significant relationship is related to the level of
interest in Iranian films, Indian films, family films,
comedy films, religious films and romantic films, as
well as the level of importance that moviegoers

attach to the genre or style of the film. This finding
is in line with the research results of Ebrahimi and
his colleagues (2013) and is in harmony with
Bourdieu's theory.

In sum, the results of this research show that
Pierre Bourdieu's theories, in the role of cultural and
social capital, can be well used to explain the taste
and distinction and consumption of cultural goods,
and especially the tendencies of cinemagoers in
communities like Zahedan, which still cannot be
considered a modern society. Be placed However, it
seems that the position and role of economic capital
has a considerable distance from what is expected in
Bourdieu's theory in these fields.
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