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: Abstract
Received: February 24, 2023 : With ongoing modernization and the beginning of development in Iran, the
Accepted: September 10, 2023 | family has always undergone changes and transformations and is affected by
Available online: December 22, : (djfferent ideas .For this reason, the concept of patriarchy expressed in cultural
2023 : signs, due to different valuations and its inseparable connection with society
: and power relations, has a discursive nature that can have its own effect and be
: a manifestation of dominant or defeated voices in a cultural structure. In this
¢ research, which is the result of an extensive research about family discourse in
: young adults' fictions, by examining the works in the 5 decades period of
: fictions writing for teenagers, we tried to find the dominant discourse in each
: period and the changes in the representation of patriarchy in these works.
¢ Studies show that in different time periods, the discursive representation of
: patriarchy, affected by the social changes of the family structure, has been as
: follows: 1. The first period, the 50s (metaphorical and ideological period of the
: family: the father in the sense of absolute power); 2. The second period at 60s
¢ and 70s: patriarchy (acceptance of power and emotionalization); 3. The third
. . : period at 80s: representation of patriarchy and resistance against it 4. The fourth
Keywords: family, patriarchy, : period at 90s: father's absence and children's empowerment. The results show
power, discourse, young adult : that, in the considered period, major changes can be witnessed in the
fiction representation of the patriarchal discourse, which is completely different from
: the discourse of the previous period, and it shows that the power and resistance
: between father and child, from the flow of the absolute power of the father, has
: progressed towards the removal of the father and the empowerment of the

: children.
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1. Introduction

The family institution in Iran has always been
considered the most important social institution and
is tied to the entire social system. This issue has been
rooted both in policies and among the general public
(historical and religious tradition). With the spread
of modernism and different approaches to
development, traditional structures  were
transformed in many countries of the world; The
form of the family changed and the nuclear family
replaced the extended family in most parts of the
world. The power structure in the family changed to
a great extent, and the decision-making power in the
family moved from patriarchal authoritarianism to
group and consultative decisions. Women assumed
more prominent roles in society than before.
Urbanization, the expansion of education, work and
social status, the expansion of visual and audio
media, etc. are among the factors of changing
traditional family structures. These structural
changes are ongoing in the newer generations more
than the previous generations; But besides these
changes, cultural and value factors have also played
a role in the changes of the traditional family. In
Iran, we have also witnessed all these changes,
centered around them; From the rise of the Tudeh
Party of Iran and the spread of leftist literature, to
the power of religious organizations and institutions
and the rise of forced modernity, everyone had made
the family the target of changing their plans. All
these major changes, to a large extent, appeared in
fiction. Both leftists, traditional and religious
institutions and modern institutions started to
produce literature and texts for these groups. As a
result, these developments at the level of society and
the world and their cultural representations,
especially in relation to the period of adolescence,
have a special importance.

2. Method

This research is a type of qualitative research. In
qualitative research, by collecting data, the
researcher interprets them, and it is the researcher
who makes them meaningful by interpreting the data
and phenomena. One of the analysis strategies or
data mining method in qualitative method is
inductive content analysis. In this research, we have
descriptively investigated and inductively analyzed
the data related to the historical discourse of
patriarchy within the text. In this method, the
collected data have been analyzed. It can be said that
there are four main approaches in the field of

discourse; Critical linguistic approach, socio
semiological  approach, historical  discourse
approach and sociological approach. (Van Dijk, 2014: 6).

3. Results

Examining the key works of each decade shows that

in the first decades of writing stories for teenagers,
we witness the absolute power of fathers and the
emotionalization of the narrative in their favor. In
these periods, in a general sense, it can be said that
patriarchy and power relations in the family,
although represented more or less, have not become
an issue and we only see positive directions to
preserve the family and understand the authority of
fathers. However, the discourse of patriarchy in the
80s is challenged by the representation of the
weaknesses and problems created by the discourse
of patriarchy, and for the first time we witness power
and resistance relations between children and
fathers. In addition to that, since the 80s, we have
witnessed the subjectivity of girls more and in the
challenge between the relationship between fathers
and daughters, the most important problem of the
era, the discussion of female gender and its
problems, which is created by the discourse of
patriarchy, is not only depicted, but also challenged.
However; less works can be found in which girls
have an independent and fighting subject. But in the
90s, with the expansion of topics and works, we can
point to a new topic that is important according to
the discussion of this research. It is removing the
power of patriarchy from stories and showing the
unrivaled power of children. A theme that has less
history before, but good examples of it can be
mentioned in this decade.

4. Conclusion

This shows that the transition period from
patriarchy has ended in other works, although
limited, by depicting the interaction and dialogue
between fathers and children, but in these works, as
well as its process in society, the discourse of
patriarchy in the middle of acceptances and
rejections, such as A mystery remains unsolved. The
complexities of these relations of power and
resistance, even in the works where we see the
removal of fathers, as if children.
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11. historical discourse
12. Van Dijk
13. qualitative inquiry

14. inductive content analysis
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15. Abductive Approaches
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