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2023 : discussed among theorists of philosophy and social sciences. So, the various
: terms related to subjectivity, such as free will, consciousness, subjugation, self-
: construction, being, existence, ideology and social construction, are the most
: controversial sociological and critical terms of the current era. This research uses
¢ adocumentary method to review the texts and scholars’ opinions on subjectivity.
: It tries to address the question of "how the subject and subjectivity are formed".
: The findings show that the approaches and theories related to subjectivity can
¢ be classified in three general patterns: Classical and existential pattern, being
¢ pattern and prescriptive pattern. Based on these three patterns, the subject's
: actions and consciousness are based on a spectrum between absolute ego to
: absolute subjugation and control. Classical and existential theories are on the
. : absolute ego side of the spectrum. But with the emergence of Hegel, the
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: essence. It can be said that the subject's actions and consciousness are placed on
¢ aspectrum between absolute ego and absolute subjugation and control. Classical
: and existential theories emphasize on the absolute ego, while the Hegel defines
: subjectivity different from the absolute ego and the responsible subject. In fact,
: Hegel's theory, as a theory of intersubjectivity, is considered as the starting point
¢ and it prepares the basis for the formation of being and prescriptive models of

subjectivity in the 20th century.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction: The concept of "subjectivity"
and its emergence in the thought of philosophies and
social thinkers is one of the changes brought by the
Renaissance. It led to a tangible increase in self-
awareness. That is, things are not divine and
absolute, but they can be changed and trained
through  harmonic individual activities. In
Renaissance, "Humanism" was defined as "self
activism."  Renaissance  individualism  and
Humanism showed the end of the medieval era
including a large number of seemingly static,
nameless and subjects lacking self-awareness, as
well as the birth of the modern nation-state in which
the unique citizens live. Therefore, classically, the
concept "subjectivity" is associated with the ideas
that human being educates himself, human being
makes himself a legal person, and finally human
being frees himself from various forms of
oppression, ignorance or superstition and poverty. In
terms of theorizing, the concept of "subjectivity"
root in the first half of the 17th century and in the
opinions of René Descartes. When Descartes, under
the influence of the Renaissance changes, calls
intuition and present science as the basis of
knowledge by presence and introduced "thinking" as
pure intellectual intuition that is directly formed in
the human mind. In his famous work, "Discours de
la méthode" Descartes calls thinking as the main
feature of subjectivity and by offering the
proposition of "l think, then I live" defines the
human being as a person trying to get knowledge. In
other words, it can be said that Descartes for the first
time studied the basis of consciousness and actions
as subjective-constructive manner and it became the
reference of subsequent discussions.  After
Descartes, subjectivity and its formation became one
of the debated issues among the theorists of
philosophy and social sciences. In fact, answers to
the question of "what is the basis of the subject's
actions and awareness" and "how is it formed?" and
"to what extent do we have influence or control over
it?" became a controversial issue in the philosophy
and social sciences.

2- Methods: This research is conducted using a
documentary method and by referring to various
books and articles, the opinions of scholars on the
subjectivity are reviewed. In this way, it is tried to
address the research question of "how the subject
and the subjectivity are formed".

3- Results:  This study showed that approaches
and theories of the subjectivity can be classified in
three models: classical and existential model, model
of being and prescriptive model. The classical
approach emphasizes the originality of the mind and
the rationality of the human being and considers the
subjectivity as a willful and rationally based action
in which the world is formed through knowing the
subject. In this view, subjectivity or action is the
manifestation of the subject's consciousness and
rationality. In the model of being, which includes
Nietzsche and Sartre's existentialism, most of the
assumptions of the classical model are preserved. In
this model, self-determination, self-creation and
responsibility of the subject are the main principles
of the subjectivity. That is, the responsible subject
builds the world by his actions and facilities and
gives it meaning. Unlike German idealism, which
has a social dimension and some limitations
(transcendental knowledge in Kant's approach and
intersubjectivity in Fichte's approach), the absolute
self has no limitations and even no essence. Unlike
the classical model, this model does not consider the
pure essence and cognition (finding the truth and
God) and by emphasizing the absolute self, calls the
subject potentially free who just exists (as opposed
to being and becoming in the Heidegger's
existentialism).

Nevertheless, by emphasizing the absolute self and
believing the human existence and that there is
predetermined essence, and by addressing that the
self-creation and social responsibility relying on the
individual freedom, Nietzsche and Sartre's
existentialism makes a conflict between an absolute
self and social responsibility based on self-creation,
without concretely resolving this conflict. Also, the
classical approach and existentialism are largely
existential  reductionism in their existential
discussions. In this approach, the subject is not
defined as a process of "becoming and being", but it
is called as an inherent consciousness. As a result,
existence and subject are considered apart from the
historical and structural situation and process. On
the other hand, the model of being includes theories
in which existence and subjectivity are defined as
pre-existing phenomena. In other words, existence
and subjectivity are formed through pre-existed
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mechanisms or structures. Accordingly, in this
approach, the subject and subjectivity are removed
from a mere philosophical phenomenon and are
considered as a social and historical phenomenon.
The starting point of this model are in Hegel's
opinions in which he raises the historicity and
dialecticality of the subject for the first time and it
was differentiaed from the previous approaches. The
approaches of Lacan, Heidegger and Butler, under
the influence of Hegel, are examples of this model.
In his ontology, Heidegger uses concepts related to
Dasein, which indicate getting distance from the
inherent consciousness of the classical subject and
the responsibility of the subject of the model. Unlike
the classical subject and Nietzsche and Sartre's
existentialism, Heidegger's Dasein is historical,
structured, and therefore a process of becoming and
being. The concept of "facticity"”, the existential
project and its related concepts, including Dasein,
Mytzine, and being marginalized, which ultimately
define the existence of Dasein, show that unlike
Sartre's subject, the subject of Heidegger is not a
mere psychological and existential phenomenon, but
it is a sociological phenomenon that is always
referred to the others. By placing the subject in the
symbolic system, Lacan, like Heidegger, distances
from the psychological and psychoanalytical
explanation of subjectivity, the responsible and
conscious subject and substitutes the unconscious
concept of psychoanalysis by the language structure
or the symbolic system. In general, in Heidegger and
Lacan's approcah, the subject is placed in a pre-
existing container. In Lacan's view, the mentioned
container is language or symbolic system, and in
Heidegger's view, it is Dasein. Following the model
of being, prescriptive model includes subjectivity
approaches that consider the subject as the result of
a process of being and becoming, with the difference
that in this model, the power and its relationship
with subjectivity are mainly considered. In other
words, in prescriptive model, in order to explain the
fundamental factor of the subjectivity formation, the
focus is on power and its structures. More precisely,

like the model of being, not only the conscious and
responsible subject is abandoned, but its power and
structures become the central issue in explaining the
subjectivity. Reviewing the views of Foucault and
Althusser shows that power, whether in the form of
ethics or ideology, controls and subjugates the
subject. This control is completely desired and
willingful. The concept of "self-techniques" in
Foucault's theory (which root in existential projects
of Heidegger), ideological interpellationi n
Althusser's views, and even identity performances in
Butler's views refer to the self control and
subjugation. It can be claimed that three concepts
originated from Heidegger's slavish conformism.
The main point is that in all theories (both being a
model and a prescriptive model), the subject is a
process of becoming and being that tries to achieve
the existential validity and authenticity.

4- Conclusion: Based on the aforementioned
points, in response to the main question of the
research, "finding an answer to the subjectivity", it
can be said that the subject's actions and
consciousness are placed on a spectrum between
absolute ego and absolute subjugation and control.
Classical and existential theories emphasize on the
absolute ego, while the Hegel defines subjectivity
different from the absolute ego and the responsible
subject. In fact, Hegel's theory, as a theory of
intersubjectivity, is considered as the starting point
and it prepares the basis for the formation of being
and prescriptive models of subjectivity in the 20th
century.
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