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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the tendency for international migration among
individuals aged 15-29 and to examine the impact of structural and contextual factors
on this inclination. Utilizing a structured questionnaire, the research surveyed a
sample of 378 from a statistical population of 20,656 residents in Bushehr aged 15-29.
The findings indicate that individuals who are married, male, and belong to large
families exhibit a stronger migration tendency than their counterparts. Results of
regression analysis show that 66 percent of the youth's migration propensity is
attributable to structural and contextual factors.  According to Carling's
aspiration/ability model, environment variables such as inequality, hope for the
future, and life satisfaction, while the remaining 16% can be explained by other
contextual factors and individual characteristics. Overall, structural and
environmental factors significantly influence the youth's inclination toward

international migration.
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Introduction

While internal migration has traditionally attracted more scholarly attention in Iran,
international migration has become increasingly contentious with complex
implications in recent years. Iran has witnessed a demographic shift towards a
younger population, which, coupled with economic and social challenges, has
heightened the importance of understanding this phenomenon. Recent studies have
focused on various aspects of international migration, particularly among the youth
population. Several studies have examined the influence of social, cultural, and
political factors on the desire to emigrate from Iran (Ebrahimi, 2002; Javaheri &
Serajzadeh, 2005; Moqaddas & Sharafy, 2009). Other studies have focused on
globalization and cosmopolitan values (Zokaei, 2006), a sense of national identity and
the significance of family and reference groups (Movahed & Niazi, 2008), the identity
and role of the family and reference groups (Khajenouri & Shams, 2006),
discrimination, economic and welfare conditions (Alaeddini et al., 2005), and the role
of social networks (Sadeghi & Seyyed Hosseini, 2018). This study investigates the
attitudes of 15-29-year-olds in Bushehr, an industrial city in south of Iran, towards
emigration and identifies key factors influencing these attitudes. Considering
Bushehr's favorable employment conditions due to the oil and gas industries, this
research examines whether economic factors predominantly drive the youth's

migration propensity or if other elements are also influential.

Methods and Data

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, using a structured questionnaire
for data collection. The statistical population includes 20,656 individuals aged 15-29
residing in Bushehr for at least five years. A sample size of 378 was determined using
Cochran’s formula. Cluster sampling was used initially, followed by simple random
sampling for final selection. The questionnaire covered demographic questions and
concepts such as migration desire, inequality, belonging, familial relationships, and
life satisfaction, based on the study's theoretical and empirical framework. The
instrument's validity and reliability were confirmed through prior research and

Cronbach’s alpha.

Findings
The findings indicate that individuals who are married, male, and belong to large

families have a higher tendency for migration compared to the general population.
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Structural and contextual factors account for 66 percent of the migration propensity
among the youth, as shown by regression analysis. Carling's aspiration/ability model
suggests that environmental variables—such as inequality, prospects, and life
satisfaction—explain about 50 percent of the variance in the dependent variable. The
remaining 16 percent is attributed to other contextual factors and individual
characteristics at the micro level. In sum, structural and environmental elements play

a crucial role in shaping the youth's migration tendencies.

Conclusion and Discussion

The theoretical framework by Carling (2002) and Carling & Schewel (2018) suggests
that migration desires arise from both macroscopic and individual levels. In this
study, macro-level environmental variables—such as inequality, hope for the future,
and life satisfaction—have a more pronounced and effective role than micro-level
varjables like family and education. When considering both macro and micro
variables, the model can more accurately and comprehensively analyze the tendency
towards international migration than other theoretical models. The results, based on
socioeconomic and demographic factors, allow for a more precise model of youth
migration by expanding these factors into broader formats and structures. While this
study highlights the prominence of structural factors, other researches indicate that
the influence of these variables can vary regionally. To better understand the younger
generation's migration inclination, it is advisable to compare at least two regions or
provinces with different economic, social, demographic, and infrastructural
conditions in future studies. Furthermore, it is recommended that a multi-level study
examine the impact of structural and regional factors more thoroughly, incorporating

the macro variables.
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