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Abstract

Objectives: Privatizing education has recently been a highly debated topic among
policymakers. Privatization of education aims to reduce the burden on government budgets
and create a competitive market, focusing on improving the efficiency of resource
utilization in teaching and learning. This research aims to critically analyze the discourse
surrounding the privatization of education in Iran after the Islamic Revolution, specifically
examining the perspectives of both the principled and reformist governments. Methods:
The present study adopts a qualitative approach using Foucauldian critical discourse
analysis to describe, interpret, and elucidate the nature and discursive elements of
education during these historical periods. Results: Results indicate that the reformist
discourse strongly emphasizes public participation in education, consideration of local
conditions, and attention to minority groups in education. On the other hand, the principled
discourse places greater importance on supporting non-governmental schools addressing
local and regional needs, promoting participation, decentralization, and educational
councils. These components are less prevalent in rival discourses. Each discourse rejects
the previous discourse and accentuates and centralizes its own views and policies, thus
strengthening and affirming its own identity. Conclusion: Post-revolution discourses have
not sufficiently addressed all the dimensions and indicators of education privatization in a
balanced manner. In most cases, the examined documents adhere to a singlediscourse
model and lack interest in incorporating elements from rival discourses.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Privatization in today's world plays the
most significant role as a political strategy
for educational development. The
government’s limited resources and the
increasing needs of society have led to the
emergence of privatization as an
alternative solution to address these
challenges. In a globalized world and with
the adoption of advanced technologies,
governments need to change their policies
and improve their management, and
privatizing education is considered a
solution to meet these needs. It is believed
that  governments  cannot  meet
educational needs with their limited
resources. After the Islamic Revolution,
various discourses emerged, such as the
discourse of reforms focusing on justice
and development and the discourse of
fundamentalism emphasizing a return to
the values of the 1960s. This current
research critically examines and analyzes
the discourse of privatization of education
during the periods of fundamentalism and
justice-centeredness as two important
stages after the Islamic Revolution. This
research describes the characteristics and
determines the historical and social
conditions under which documents and
texts are created.

2. Method

This research used the method of critical
discourse analysis by Fairclough and
conducted the critical discourse analysis
of privatizing education during reformist
and fundamentalist periods by analyzing
educational programs and decisions.
Political currents were used as a backdrop
and context for the analysis. The data was
collected through document analysis and
library research.

3. Conclusion

The analysis of the approved texts shows
the meaning of the privatization of
education with an emphasis on
participation, delegation of authority, lack
of concentration, diversity, and pluralism
in education, which emphasize the central
school, teachers' council, student council,
and education councils and growth,
minority, and attention to local and
cultural conditions are defined. In the
justice-centered discourse, with the
revitalization of the values and ideals of
the revolution, on the axis of the central
sign of justice, the four signs of "extensive
justice", "love", "material and spiritual
progress and excellence”, and "service" are
articulation and effort was made to pay
special attention to justice and fairness.

According to the explanation of
reformation discourse texts, it should be
said that the connection of these texts
with the dominant discourse, i.e., the
discourse of reformism, is strong, and
many affirming expressions have been
used in this regard. The central sign means
political development with floating signs
such as freedom, decentralization,
participation, attention to women's
participation, pluralism, popular
organizations and institutions, and
privatization as a basis for social and
educational justice, leading to the
exclusion and marginalization of justice
and economic development in the first
period of the reform government.

4. Results

The discourse of reformist development
had a political development approach. In
this discourse, achieving justice, reducing
poverty and deprivation, promoting
economic and educational development,
and other dimensions of development are
considered in civil society. In the texts of
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the reformist discourse, emphasis is
placed on public participation in
education, attention to local conditions,
and the inclusion of minorities in the field
of education and upbringing, while in the
texts of the principled discourse, more
emphasis is placed on supporting non-
governmental schools, addressing local
and regional needs, participatory
approaches, decentralization, and
education councils, components that are
less present in the texts of the rival
discourse. Economic poverty in society,
inappropriate  economic policies of
governments towards the private sector,
and insufficient allocation of financial
resources are among the economic
obstacles. Weak management,
inefficiency, non-compliance with laws
and regulations, and excessive
concentration of the education system are

also obstacles that correspond to the
findings of Azizi et al. (1392), Ghasemi
Pouya (1380), and Fatemi Nia et al. (1400).
International research studies have also
been conducted that are in line with the
findings of these studies, such as
Eichengreen and Raj (2020) and Martin et
al. (2020), both of which discuss the impact
of social factors on privatization.
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