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1. Introduction

Improving the level of well-being and quality of life of women is also an integral
part of the development process. Women are active managers for sustainable
development and play an important role in economic growth. Along with the
important role of women in development and progress, a large part of the women's
society lives in poverty. Poverty, through cultural factors, including economic
disorder, social indifference, family disorder, and despair, creates and increases
harm in women's society in Iran. Therefore, economic and social issues can have an
impact on poverty. Considering the situation of the city of Kermanshah, which has a
large population and the majority of this population is unemployed women, it was
necessary to conduct a study to investigate the culture of poverty and socio-
economic factors affecting it pays. The research in question, while studying the
sociological culture of poverty among women, seeks to answer the question whether
socio-economic capitals can reduce the culture of poverty in women the city of
Kermanshah?

2. Literature review

Ahmadi et al. (2022) conducted a research titled "The semantic reconstruction of the
culture of poverty of female heads of the family". The results of this study identified
the categories of minimum living, social construction of motherhood and perceived
helplessness.

In a research, Daulay (2019) investigated the impact of business diversity and
economic value on poverty in Batubara. The results of this study indicate the effect
of economic factors and capitals in reducing poverty.
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Morris (1998) in a research titled "Relation between social capital and poverty in
Indian states" showed that the amount of social capital of each state has affects the
ability of that state to reduce poverty.

Lewis (1966) presented a conceptual and regional model for the culture of poverty
in the book Children of Sanchez: The culture of poverty in Mexico is a local and
regional culture in which a small number of its members have joined national
institutions, and even though they live in the center of a large city, they are placed
on its margins.

3. Methodology

This survey was conducted in Kermanshah city in 2019, and its statistical population
includes all women aged 15 to 59, which is equal to 334,000 people according to the
2015 census, of which 384 people were selected as a sample. Before conducting the
study, the factor load of each item was checked and the results showed that the
factor load for all items was greater than 0.50, which showed that all the items were
suitable for the components. Based on this, 5 questions for membership and
participation in social networks, 4 questions for the level of social support, 5
questions for the level of social trust and 5 questions for social relations were
considered. Also, 5 questions were asked for economic disorder, 4 questions for
local belonging, 4 questions for family indifference, 3 questions for social
indifference and 6 questions for hopelessness. Structural equation model was used to
investigate the relationship between variables.

4. Results

Most of the respondents were in the age group of 33 to 42 years and constituted
31.5% of the respondents. Most of the studied women were married and constituted
69.5% of the respondents. Also, 60.70% of the women were housewives and
61.20% of their husbands were employed, which constituted the highest percentage
among the respondents. The highest frequency was related to women whose
education was a bachelor's degree (29.20%), while the highest frequency among
their spouses was related to those whose education was high school and diploma
(24.50%). Among the income groups, the highest frequency was related to the
income group of 1 to 4 million, where 39.8 percent of the respondents chose this
option. Also, based on the results obtained, a small percentage of the respondents
were in the rich and very rich socio-economic class. The results showed that the
average score of culture of poverty among women whose husbands had died was
3.50, which was higher than single people with an average of 2.60. Also, the average
score of the culture of poverty among the age groups over 51 years old was higher
than the age group 15 to 24 years old. In addition, the culture of poverty among
illiterate people (3.34) was more than other educational classes. Finally, according to
the findings, the score of the culture of poverty (3) was higher among those who
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have a very deprived socio-economic base. The results showed that the model has a
good fit and the fit indices are suitable, because the GFI, AGFI, NFI, and CFI values
were greater than 0.95, which were acceptable, and the RMSEA value was 0.035.
The results of this study showed that social capital and economic capital had a
significant effect on the culture of poverty, which was significant. These results
show that social capitals and economic capitals could predict 28% and 26% of the
variance of poverty culture, respectively. These results show that the possession of
economic capital and social capital can explain 26% and 28% of the culture of
poverty, respectively, and this explanation is also negative.

5. Conclusion

Overall, the results of this study showed that socio-economic capitals had a

negative effect on the culture of poverty. According to the findings of this study,

having financial resources and membership in social networks and having various
social supports can reduce the culture of poverty.

Keywords: Culture of Poverty, Social Capital, Economic Capital, Women,
Kermanshah

Figure 1 A structural model for the effect of social and economic capital on the
culture of poverty of Kermanshah women using Amos software
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