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Introduction

Ownership of lands, feudalism systems and division of agricultural products has a
long history in Iran. Agricultural system from demission and division of lands till
the three step of cultivating, keeping and harvesting, then division of products as
well as taking tax, needs a regular circle and recording instruments as well as
product measuring in different districts. In this research in addition to exploring
circle of landholding from early Islamic period to Qajar period, two threshing heap
stamp, that used to make mark on wheat and barley heaps are investigated. Heap
stamp is a kind of lock that its strength guarantee is not related to itself. Stamp
especially threshing heap stamps in its strength guarantee has a power of
landholding in its behind. The two stamps have studied here are located in
Bozchaluo cultural region (Komijan town and Esfandan village). There are three
questions as follows: 1. what were the function of these stamps in villages with
landlord-peasant societies (case study: Komijan town and Esfandan village in
markazi province)? 2. These stamps were used by whom and how? 3. What were the
material of them and what were the forms and motive or phrases that carved on
these stamps? Since this research is related to substantial source of livelihood in the
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region, meanwhile we pay attention to issues like ways of division of wheat and
barley between landlords and peasants.

Literature Review

There are not many researches about threshing heap stamps. One of the
comprehensive research in this case done by Mohammad Mirshokraei, who had
investigated stamps in different parts of Iran by considering their form, motive and
phrases in different kinds then he indicates how stamps were used by landlord to
seal the wheat heap to prevent peasants from taking it. Another study is a " Tat
neshin-haye bolok-e Zahra" book. Writer of the book describes everyday life of
people meanwhile he attends to affairs that are related to division of Qanat water,
irrigation, agriculture, harvest and portions of landlord and peasant from agricultural
products especially wheat. Javad SafineJad in his researches has enormous contents
about cultivation system's including: irrigation system in Iranian villages as well as
division and circulation of Qanat water among agricultures, how products were
shared between landlord and peasant. Also Salemi Ghamsari and Sadeghi in their
article had surveyed the names of sealing action by these stamps in different parts of
Iran moreover they pay attention to the materials of stamps, phrase's, ways how
stamps were made and more important monitoring and blessing aims of them.

Methodology

In this research we have used field surveys including observation as well as
conversation and library sources that were based on descriptive-analytical approach
to identify and determine ownerships of lands and cultivation systems in region that
these two stamps are. As before mentioned for filed surveys we attend to have a
direct conversation with elder and well informed people then their words were
recorded and organized in specific forms.

Conclusion

As stated above, in addition to questions, one important item in this research that
implied in questions is the process of landholding in Iran especially in late Islamic
periods. Because the stamps are in a close relationship with the landholding or
landlord-peasant systems. In this system, the ownership of land is hold by local
governors or those who had relationship with them mostly. According to the study,
there were other ownerships that called "small-landlords" in which their ownership
were in relation with governor too or themselves had bought a land. Adherence to
this system, division of agricultural products are done based on factors (such as land,
water, seed, cow and human force) therefore, according to preparation of factors,
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landlord or peasant would gain their portions although in most time it would be
equal to both, despites of effort and hardness of peasant work and providence of
three or two factors.

With this background, knowing the function and identity of these stamps are more
understandable. These stamps were used by governor or his representative, each lord
or Khan had a specific stamp with phrases like lord names carved on them. In the
fact the function of stamps was to seal the wheat and barley heaps in places that they
were gathered and seeds are separated from buff. In this place lord or his
representative put the stamps on heap to release impression of stamps on heaps, by
this act no one could take portion of it until the right time. Overall, by the study of
two threshing heap stamps in this region we could say that two stamps helped us to
have a better understanding from governance —administrative structure and wide
range of scheduled monitoring that laid behind the making and utilizing of these
stamps.
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— Kramer, Carol. (1982). Village Ethnoarchaeology: Rural Iran in Archaeology

Perspective. New York: Academic Press.
— Keddie, Nikki R. (1968). "The Iranian Village before and after Land Reform."
Journal of Contemporary History, 3(3), 69-91.
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