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1. Introduction

Iranian historical buildings are manifestations of the worldview and cultural-social-
ecological structure, which is based on indigenous concepts, principles, and values,
and strives to meet the temporal and spatial needs of its users. The historical
distance of contemporary times from the progress of the achievements of
architectural predecessors and sometimes superficial imitation of the past form and
appearance of architecture has faced many contemporary architects with the concern
of the formation of architectural work with identity. The question of the research is,
how have the physical-spatial characteristics of residential buildings changed over
time from the point of view of realizing indigenous values?

2. Literature Review

A review of previous studies shows that, despite the importance of the discussion of
human and their place, the articles and researches conducted in this field have been
almost limited to the discussion of humanism in the Renaissance period, and limited
studies have dealt with the indigenous values in a common way and its expression in
the architecture of Iranian houses. Considering that less coherent study has been
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done on the topic of comparing the realization of indigenous values in historical
houses and residential buildings of the present time, this study, while explaining the
place of eco-centric concepts, ethics, identity, justice in indigenous values, deals
with an analytical-comparative study of the realization of these values in the
residential buildings of Yazd city as a case study over the time (historical house and
residential building at present) and this highlights the distinction of this study from
previous studies.

3. Methodology

The current research is a descriptive-analytical study to explain the place of
indigenous values in Iranian architecture, which examines the physical-spatial
changes of residential buildings from the perspective of the realization of indigenous
values over time. The comparison of case studies (Rasoulian House and Yaqut Twin
Towersm, Yazd) was done based on the four criteria of ecocentrism, ethics, identity,
justice, and influential factors.

Therefore, the work steps can be explained as follows.

- Explaining the concepts of house and indigenous values by analyzing the
background of the research

- Explaining eco-centered concepts, ethics, identity, and justice in indigenous values

- Codifying the theoretical framework of the research entitled components and
criteria of indigenous values in residential buildings

- Analyzing the extracted criteria and components of indigenous values in residential
buildings over the time

- Investigating the physical and spatial characteristics of the case studies (Rasoulian
House and Yaqut Twin Towersm, Yazd) based on the extracted criteria and
components.

- Analyzing physical and spatial changes of residential buildings according to the
case studies.

4. Conclusion

The results of the study emphasize the fact that in contemporary houses, with
priority given to the general concept and the quantitative dimension, attention to the
qualitative dimension and provision of indigenous values has been lost. Spatial
organization in historic houses systemizes and integrates various aspects, including
responding to the way of life, establishing interaction with nature, and providing
stability and comfort, while the residential buildings of the present time are pushed
towards divergence. Although the goal of current architecture is to protect the
environment, but due to the nature of the design of residential buildings in the
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present era, they use cooling and heating systems with high consumption of non-
renewable energy. In historical houses, with the presence of central courtyards, a
close relationship between man, nature, and architecture has been formed, and also
the converging space arrangement, unity, and integration create a sense of belonging
to the place in the residents. This is while the current residential buildings, which
have transformed the city's skyline mainly in the form of multi-story residential
complexes, have a limited relationship with nature. By recognizing the indigenous
values of historical houses and analyzing the physical-spatial changes of residential
buildings from the point of view of indigenous values over time, the residential
buildings of the present time can be shaped in sync with the indigenous values.
Therefore, extracting and applying the principles of architectural design governing
historical buildings and the experiences of ancestors can be a way to achieve the
desired quality of a house with an Iranian identity. It is hoped that the designers and
architects, by recognizing the indigenous values from the past architecture, will
shape the current residential buildings in sync with the indigenous values.
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