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1. Introduction

The Qanats of Khorasan were the driving force of two important socio-cultural
indicators: 1- Knowledge, 2- Lifestyle. The knowledge of Qanat included sciences
that were based on engineering and geology and were inherited from one generation
to the next. This transfer was mainly carried out by the Moganian dynasty (Those
who dig Qanat), who were the owners of the guild. On the other hand, around the
Qanat, a culture emerged that promoted adaptation to drought, contentment in water
consumption, and the benefit of collective work, and became the lifestyle of the
people of Khorasan. This culture was alive and dynamic until the beginning of the
contemporary period, but with the entry into the modern era and the decline of the
Qanatic civilization, over time, the socio-cultural productions of the Qanat were also
forgotten. Focusing on the geography of Khorasan, this article examines this decline
in more detail. In this regard, the historical developments of the Qanat in one of the
Qanat-rich regions of Iran are investigated in order to obtain a better understanding
of the whole issue.

2. Methodology

As a scientific method, historical research method uses different levels of
generalization to describe and explain historical data. Typically, some historical
knowledge is found in books, articles, and other printed documents. At the same
time, considering that the main part of the article is related to the contemporary
period and recent decades, it is necessary to talk with people related to the subject
(experts and managers in the water field and academic professors) through "oral
history". Also, due to the existence of archival documents, "documentary research”
and "journalistic research" have also been considered as complementary methods.
Finally, the content of the research is formed by putting together and comparing data
and expert opinions and their criticism and analysis.
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3. Discuss

Digging theQanat has been the most optimal method of extracting water in arid and
semi-arid areas such as Khorasan. In the history of Khorasan, the Qanat has played
an important role in overcoming water crises without harming the environment,
Perhaps, in the course of history, there have been many water crises and natural
droughts in the Khorasan area, but we have not received their reports, Because
probably the people of this region have easily overcome those crises by using the
water resources properly, including the development of the Qanat. Although the
knowledge of Qanat was the same almost everywhere in Iran, its surrounding culture
was more or less defined by local coordinates and varied in different regions of the
country. With the entry into the modern era and the decline of the Qanatic
civilization, no better culture replaced the Qanat culture and this was considered a
historical and civilizational loss. In addition to disrupting the water supply of the
Qanat, this caused disruptions in the way people manage water. This event was one
of the turning points in the history of Khorasan because it had great consequences
such as false development (industrial agriculture without support) and the crisis of
the plains (reduction of underground water) and governmental management
(diminishing the role of the people). In the decades after the Qanatic civilization,
tools improved, lifestyles changed, deep and semi-deep wells took the place of
Qanats, and traditional values were sacrificed.

Therefore, this article intends to answer the question, what events can be considered
as the factors of this deterioration? Is it possible to provide an answer to this
question by studying the history of the Qanat in Khorasan? In the following article,
by examining the historical position of the qanat in Khorasan and relying on
historical data, an insight has emerged. To answer the question, first the history of
the Qanat in Khorasan and then its nature will be examined and an effort will be
made to emphasize the surrounding culture of the Qanat in the evolution of
Khorasan. Khorasanians considered the Qanat as their lifeline and their cultural,
economic and social life was dependent on the Qanat. Therefore, in the present
research, the Qanat will be placed in the scale of the city and the village to measure
its efficiency and analyze its role in keeping Khorasan society alive and dynamic.
On the other hand, the logic behind the time and cost of digging anQanat is revealed,
and with a glance at traditional sources, it will be clear that digging an Qanat is the
most important profession in the history of Khorasan. The fact that the Qanats of
Khorasan were exemplary in terms of length, depth and age in the whole of Iran is
proof of this importance. Among the other socio-cultural productions of Qanat was
the legal knowledge of water or the creation of frameworks for the fair distribution
of water. The disputes that formed around the water of the qanat caused this
knowledge to be codified in Khorasan (the period of Taherian and the compilation
of Qani book), which was a pioneer. Adaptation to drought had also become a
general culture through Qanats and traditional cultivation patterns and from this

point of view, it was also related to the "Saving Water" "index.
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4. Conclusion

Considering the historical position of Qanat in Khorasan and its socio-cultural
productions, it can be seen that most of the water traditions in this geography, which
had the necessary efficiency, have been neglected due to the emergence of
modernity. This event happened with the beginning of the indiscriminate digging of
deep wells and the end of the Qanatic civilization and unintentionally changed the
lifestyle of the people. Because everything was looked at through the lens of
economy, some development took place, but this development was superficial, false
and unbalanced, and not only destroyed the underground water, but also took the
spirit of contentment. No better cultural alternative that leads to a better lifestyle was
offered, and this situation intensified with the increase in population, and finally,
consumerism became the general culture, and in the agricultural sector, public
administration practically deprived the people of initiative. The generation of
Moganian was destroyed and the culture that flourished around the Qanat went into
decline.
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