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Introduction

Camel is one of the beneficial animals that has benefited the Bedouin man in all
stages of his life and protected him from heat, cold, thirst and hunger (Ebrahimi,
2007, p.94). Camel breeding in our country also has a long history, and numerous
tribes have kept camels (Papeli and Khaniki, 2000, p. 216). About the signs of camel
breeding in Iran, we can refer to the inscriptions and petroglyphs of the Achaemenid
and Medes period and the carvings on the wall of Persepolis and the writings of the
Avesta book, the Zoroastrian holy book (Grishman, 1987, p. 85-87).Considering the
importance of this animal in the livelihood of a part of the population and the local
knowledge related to it, the main purpose of this research was to write down and
introduce the knowledge and techniques to the indigenous knowledge and skills of
camel breeding in the territory of the Kalkuyee nomads in Qom province which
have a long history of camel breeding in Masileh area of Qom.

Literature Review

By examining the studies related to camels and camel breeding in the world, it can
be seen that so far the indigenous knowledge issues of camel husbandry have been
dealt few, and most of the studies have been in the field of veterinary medicine,
diseases, general physiology, breeding, reproduction and paleontology. Therefore,
due to the lack of research on the indigenous knowledge of camel breeding, some
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researches conducted in Iran on the indigenous knowledge of camels and camel
breeding are mentioned.

MortezaHonary (1975) in the article "Camel Farming in the Desert" investigated the
details of camel life, including reproduction, singing on camels, naming and camel
diseases among the camel herders of Khoor in Isfahan province.

Ebrahimi (2007) has depicted some of the cultural manifestations and livelihood
patterns and economy based on camel farming in the village of Farrokhi on the edge
of the central desert of Iran in the Khoor and Biabanak region, and by expressing the
growth and mating stages of camels, the local names of camels, singing on the
camel.

Barani and Shahraki (2012) in a research to investigate the traditional way of camel
breeding and the indigenous knowledge of camel herders in the rangeland of the
Gomishan region of Golestan province and with the aim of knowing and identifying
their common information about camel breeding, including the knowledge of the
environment related to the reproduction and birth of camels, livestock companions
of the herd, the position of the camein the herd, marking in livestock and camel
products have discussed.

Sarkabiri (2016) has studied the indigenous knowledge in the field of behavior of
male camels, especially during mating and the criteria for choosing the best male
camel from the point of view of local camel breeders in the southern region of
Semnan province, and indicators such as a lot of wool, suitable body, height and
strong and milky mothers, special colors such as red, fiery red and black, sharp and
long hump, big head, bravery and locality are the criteria of its selection.

Shah Hosseini (2019) in an article titled “The Place of Camel and Camel herder in
the Oral Literature of the Alikai tribe”, has discussed the place of the camel in the
oral literature of the Alikai tribe.

Methodology

The method of obtaining the data has been carried outin the field with continuous
presence among the Kalkuyee nomads in the Masileh area of Qom through
interviews (questions and answers), observation, filming and photography during
three years, as well as individual interviews with indigenous camel herders and
nomad experts. In order to collect data and to know the indigenous knowledge of
camel herders, group interviews were also used. Regarding the characteristics of the
interviewees and how to select the interviewees, after selecting the traditional
system according to the population of camel owners, the number of qualified people
were interviewed. These people were familiar with the indigenous knowledge of
camel breeding, they were mostly middle-aged and old and experienced and local
experts. These interviews were repeated on each subject until the repetitive answers
were proven for the field researcher and the continuation of the interviews did not
add new points to the notes.

Conclusion

The results of the research in the territory of the Kalkuyee nomads showed that they
have a high level of indigenous knowledge and professional experience in camel
breeding and camel breeding has long been a traditional and cultural activity with
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specific regional characteristics and with camel breeding and life traditionally, many
people were willing to live in desert areas and the indigenous knowledge of these
nomads shows the values, beliefs and years of experience of people in how they
have adapted to camel breeding in this harsh environment, which in a way shows the
beliefs, culture and their traditions and experience.Based on the findings of the
research, the camel herders of the Kalkuyee tribe used different criteria to identify
the two types of signing on the face and cutting on the ears, and to name camels
using various criteria such as age, color, name of Khan and tribe members, place of
residence, appearance and beauty, height and body. They also have indigenous
knowledge and high-level professional experience in the field of camel
reproduction, including maturity, mating season, signs of mating and birth, selection
of dominant male, which this knowledge and skill, help them in determining the
percentage of the herd based on the fertility and birth and mortality indicators,
determining the percentage of females in the herd, breeding, maintaining the health
of camels, maintaining the peace of the herd and livestock, managing pregnancy,
increasing productivity and reducing livestock injuries and losses.

Keywords: Camel Heding, KalkuyeeTtribe, Indigenous Knowledge, Camel Marking,
Camel Naming, Qom Province
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