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ABSTRACT

The hymn "Salam Farmandeh” was a phenomenon that was reproduced in at least 35 copies in
different languages and dialects less than a year after its first launch in Iran. From the
perspective of an intercultural communication that can be seen as a cultural phenomenon, this
anthem was also reproduced in the language of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The aim of this
research is to investigate the comparative discourse analysis of Persian and Turkish versions
with an intercultural communication approach. The data analysis is based on two methods of
semiotics and discourse. The theoretical framework of the research is based on the theories of
diffusion and, identity negotiation. The findings show that this hymn, in general, is
understood and reproduced outside the borders of Iran, especially for Shia minorities in the
Caucasus, as a manifestation of a cultural resistance against the globalized western culture.
The discourse governing the Turkish version is formed around three basic aspects:
"Introducing Imam Zaman (AS) to the youth", "Actively waiting for his reappearance “and
"Building the future of Azerbaijan, according to its religious identity". In comparing the
Turkish version with the Persian one, the two basic meanings of "introducing Imam Zaman
to teenagers" and "actively waiting for the appearance of Imam Zaman" were repeated, around
which the discourse of the Persian version was also formed.

Keywords: discourse analysis, Hymn, Salam Farmandeh, Azerbaijan, intercultural communication

1. MA Student of Culture and Communication, Faculty of Islamic Studies Culture and
Communication, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran

* Corresponding Author

P4 ar.sampad@gmail.com

2. Professor of Culture and Communication, Faculty of Islamic Studies Culture and
Communication, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran

D« bashir@isu.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor of Culture and Communication, Faculty of Islamic Studies Culture and
Communication, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran

P4 s.m.emamy@isu.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2024.3290.3571
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:ar.sampad@gmail.com
mailto:bashir@isu.ac.ir
mailto:s.m.emamy@isu.ac.ir

Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 17
Issue 1
Spring 2023

INTRODUCTION

The hymn "Salam Farmandeh" was a phenomenon that was reproduced in at least 35
copies in different languages and dialects less than a year after its launch in Iran. After
from an intercultural communication, this work can also be considered as a model
for the dissemination of communication cultural phenomena. In this connection,
concepts were transferred in the same original way and repeated in new versions.
Some concepts were also changed or were completely absent and instead new
concepts were added to them. This hymn was also reproduced in Azeri Turkish. This
research aims to investigate the comparative discourse analysis of Persian and Azeri
Turkish versions with the intercultural communication approach.

PURPOSE

Examining this work from the point of view that it was a successful popular-sovereign
movement by Iran, which led to the formation of cross-cultural communication in
Shia communities and groups (specifically in the cultural region of the Republic of
Azerbaijan), it is important that it made the discourse of the Islamic Revolution
strong in the region including Caucasus and the world.

On the other hand, examining the discourse dimensions of the production of the
Azeri version and comparing it with the original work makes it possible to know
which discourse dimensions have the capacity of intercultural movement in the
Republic of Azerbaijan. In the following, by examining the manner of consumption
and the effects after the launch of this hymn in the target communities, we will reach
the extent of the spread of the discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran in these
countries through this hymn.

METHODOLOGY

Pedam's operational method of discourse analysis is a new method for the discourse
analysis which is based on meaning processing. In addition, this meaning is formed
on the basis of communication and its developments, which influence the text and its
interpretation. The main goal of this method is to operationalize discourse analysis
and provide a practical method in this field, which is in the form of a process of
constructing meaning and reaching a semantic map based on the discovery of basic
signifiers (Bashir, 1400: 39). Since the processing of meaning is important in each of
the versions of this hymn and the connections based on that meaning are formed in
the communication chain of different versions of this hymn, the operational method
of Pedam has been used to analyze the discourse of the hymn’s versions.

FINDINGS

The discourse governing the Azeri Turkish version was formed around three basic
aspects: "Introducing Imam Zaman (AS) to youths', "Actively waiting for his
reappearance “and "Building the future of Azerbaijan, according to its religious identity".



The concepts of "being the true lover of Imam Zaman (AS)", "the existence of the
grace of Imam Zaman (AS)" and "actively waiting for his reappearance” that existed
in the Persian version were also repeated in the Azeri version. These concepts, which
were at the beginning of each version, actually formed the structure of the hymn. On
the other hand, in the Azeri Turkish version, the two concepts of "the existence of
grounds for the formation of an Islamic government in Azerbaijan" and "the feeling
of belonging to the resistance front” are mentioned, which were not present in the
Persian version, and for the first time and according to the local conditions, a secular
government is at work and puts pressure on the Islamists, are used in this version.

CONCLUSION

In general, this hymn is understood and reproduced outside the borders of Iran,
especially for Shia minorities in the Republic of Azerbaijan, as a manifestation of a
resistance against the globalized western culture. In the Azeri Turkish version, since
the government of Azerbaijan seeks to regulate its relations with the world system
and the so-called globalization and organizes and implements various cultural
policies in this field, the religious class and its so-called Religious Azerbaijanis react
consciously to these developments and act as cultural resistance with this anthem.

NOVELTY

The hymn "Salam Farmandeh® is a successful example of the Islamic Republic of
Iran's discourse and cultural diplomacy among Shia communities elsewhere, which
has not yet been addressed as an independent phenomenon. This research can be
considered a case study in the field of intercultural communication of Iran, which, by
using previous theoretical and case studies, opens a new window on intercultural
communication at home and abroad.
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