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ABSTRACT

This article examines the thoughts of Abu Nasr Farabi in terms of attention to multicultural society
and raises the question whether minorities and different ethnic and religious groups are recognized in
Farabi's thought. If the answer is yes, how does this happen? In this study, in the two parts of ontological
foundations and political-social foundations, topics such as the precedence of philosophy over religion,
communal city, the great society, the use of allegory and imagination, the evolutionary formation of
language and society, and the increasing complexity of language along with the evolution of society
and the impact of Farabi's ontological debates on the acceptance of pluralism in society, have been
discussed. In discussing the formation of society, Farabi talked about how different cultures were
created and then how they faced each other. A communal city gives the same status to minorities and
different groups as advanced democracies do today. The great society in his thought is made up of all
nations and is more complete than a single country. Philosophy, which is based on universal rational
reasoning and methodology, determines the practical and theoretical opinions of religion and provides
a common language for all the residents of a city, and thus, hadithism and religious appearances do not
replace rational truths. All of these make Farabi's thought rich and efficient source for analyzing and
investigating a multicultural society and show the acceptance and desirability of a multicultural society
in his thought.
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INTRODUCTION

Multicultural society has existed since the past. The conquests, migrations and forced
migrations have caused the disruption of the homogeneity of societies and have
provided the ground for the spread of multiculturalism. However, the term
"multicultural society" is a new term in political philosophy, which has emerged as a
result of new demographic changes resulting from extensive migrations in the
current century. The extensive discussions on the new philosophers in this regard
show that cultural diversity and multiplicity as an undeniable, inevitable and long-
term phenomenon which has been accepted by the majority of immigrant societies.
Plurality and diversity can be discussed from various aspects such as differences in
religion, faith, language, race and ethnicity. This has changed the way of looking at
citizenship, governance, identity and society. Concepts of global citizenship, good
governance, identification of plural identities and societies are the results of such
phenomenon. The current theories are moving towards matching common ideas
with universal and pluralistic ideas. Traditional views are subjected to criticism and
re-reading, and along with new views, aspects of tradition compatible with these ideas
are recreated.

There are many indications in Farabi's discussions on the existence of such a
capacity. Discussing the supremacy of reason over Sharia, the supremacy of
philosophy over jurisprudence, the evolution of societies according to the evolution
of human language and reason, emphasis on imagination and the connection
between imagination and the changing world politics, and the discussion of the
completeness of the supreme society (mamoura) compared to the nation and the
country are among these capacities that will be addressed. Some of these discussions
show that the multicultural society has been accepted as a reality in Farabi's thought,
and some content shows that this discussion is valuable in Farabi's opinion. It seems
that the discussion of fantasy is designed to accept the reality of diversity in society
and the necessity of social transformations. Analysis will be done about the value of
this diversity. Imagination has been considered both from epistemological and
ontological aspects and as a tool for social analysis. It seems that Farabi, considering
the universality of reason and logic and relying on proof and reasoning, portrays a
multicultural society, in which, due to the intellectual development of societies, such
a thing can be done. It has arrived, and maybe the great city is possible, but until then,
the society must be led towards rationalism through education and discipline. It
should be noted that the intellectual atmosphere governing Islamic societies has often
tended to support a certain jurisprudential and theological thoughts; as in the
Mohana incident during the Abbasid era, the opponents of a certain theological
thought were severely punished. The more spread of such measures, especially with
the emergence of Ash'ari thought in this era, made Farabi think of an action to create,
preserve and expand rationalism and create dialogue so that the multicultural society



can provide the ground for such an environment. In this respect, Farabi's work
deserves a lot of respect.

PURPOSE

So far, the multicultural society in Farabi's thought has not been discussed and the
author has not found an independent article in this field. In this article, capacities
present in the thoughts of Abu Nasr Farabi regarding the issue of multicultural
society are examined.

METHODOLOGY

Combining old and new with philosophical language is the method adopted in this
article.

FINDINGS

Farabi's view of existence and the essence of existence have a direct effect on his view
of society. He clearly states that a political thinker and a politician must know
theoretical philosophy and be aware of its existence and order in order to be able to
follow its example in the administration of a country. Farabi's ontology can be viewed
from two sides and used in the discussion of society: the first is the discussion of
existence and the distinction between existence and the first being.

By addressing the essence of existence, Farabi separated his way from the
Aristotelian thinking that focused on existence. He studied the principle of existence
in such a way that God's existence is also one of the issues of existence. All beings are
equal in existence. Existence and logically definable existence are not definite. The
essence of existence must be received through face-to-face. Understanding such a
matter requires a lot of reflection and thinking. However, existence is also an obvious
thing and everyone can find it. Therefore, paying attention to its existence and what
it requires intellectual effort to know that it is a matter of illumination and presence
and not of achievement; but the understanding of existence is obvious and clear.
Understanding the principle of existence and distinguishing it from creatures has led
to the discussion of distinction in Islamic philosophy. From the point of view of these
thinkers, we cannot talk about distinctions without such a distinction between
existence and being. It is as if by relying on beings without regard to the essence of
existence, we are always caught in the trap of pluralities and it is not possible to define
the point of commonality and difference correctly.

Due to the similarity of the city with the system of existence, Farabi has fully
accepted the existence of multiplicity and diversity in the human world. He mentions
expressions such as multiplicity of types, difference in degrees and multiplicity of
works. He has explained the meaning of difference in ranks with two titles of
leadership and service. According to him, the highest rank belongs to the one who is
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the head alone and is obeyed but does not serve anyone. The lowest rank is also a pure
servant who does not preside over anyone. In between, there are so many ranks, with
each considering the leader of some people and the ruler of others. But can this wide
level difference be spread to people's differences in religion, language and ethnicity as
well, and accept these levels in the society from Farabi's point of view? Perhaps it can
be said that the answer can be positive considering the variety of creatures in the
universe. In this hierarchy, he mentions God, angels, spiritual beings, and other
creations, and in the city, he mentions the prophet, the king, and his advisors, down
to the lowest levels of humans, which is pure service. Therefore, Farabi accepts the
principle of existence of plurality and diversity in society. On the other hand, it can
be said that the way he deals with diversity and social heterogeneity can also clarify
his position.

One of the significant topics in Farabi's thought to address the discussion of
pluralism and diversity is communal city or Ahrar. This city is one of the types of
ignorant cities, which is also called Medina of Ahrar and Hariya. In this city, people
are free and nobody or anything prevents them from doing what they want to. The
ruler governs the people and is subject to their will. Citizens are equal according to
tradition and law, and no one has superiority over the other except the one who
helped them amplify the amount of freedom. There are many different groups, just
like people with different desires and wishes. According to Farabi, such a city is loved
by everyone and all nationalities rush to live there.

For Farabi, Madinah Jamaiyah has a situation similar to the countries that accept
immigrants today, in such a way that according to him, people and different nations
rush towards such a city to such an extent that the size of this country becomes very
large. According to some researchers, Madinah Jamaiyah is similar to today's
pluralistic societies in terms of freedom, equality and pluralism.

CONCLUSION

In the present study, an attempt was made to investigate the foundations of a
multicultural society in accordance with Farabi's thought. A multicultural society is
made up of different nationals and ethnic minorities, and considering that the Islamic
world at that time encompassed a vast territory consisting of various ethnic groups
and nationalities, and besides that, the cultural conditions with the rule of
transmigration, appearance, hadithism and determinism and the marginalization of
rationalism were getting worse, Farabi is trying to think of a suitable plan for such a
society. Most of Farabi's efforts in this field have been made in the book Kitab al-
Huruf. Farabi's measures were examined in two parts. First, by bringing the
discussion of presence instead of existence to philosophy, he made it possible to
discuss differentiation and also to choose a common point between all beings, and
then by comparing the city to the system of creation, to how to plan the various



pluralities in the society like a phenomenon. On this basis, Farabi accepts and respects
the existence of different cultures, and in the discussion of the imagination and
philosophy, he considers the formation of religions to be completely appropriate to
the cultural conditions of societies. In other words, along with the cultural changes of
the society, new measures can be adopted according to the moods of the people. But
in addition to this, he proposes a solution to the problems of the society that can be
beneficial for the current societies as well, and that is to choose a standard beyond
Sharia for the planning. By prioritizing religion over philosophy and subordinating
the two practical and theoretical parts of religion, he tries to curb religious
petrification, appearance and hadithism that emphasize a certain religious culture
and perception. On the other hand, by cultivating the power of imagination and
allegorical discussion, Farabi overcomes religious pastism, which, by clinging to the
Sunnah and consensus of the companions, closed the way to any kind of modernism
and rationalism. According to Farabi's discussions, religion is a representation of
intellectual truths in a tangible and understandable form for the public, which is
established by taking into account the temporal and spatial requirements. This gives
new opportunities to society to present new regulations and decress according to
demographic, intellectual and cultural changes and to accept new thoughts.
Imagination, in the form of allegory and simile, understands the language of every
age and time and speaks according to the understanding and customs of the society.

NOVELTY

In this article, it was shown that it is possible to extract multiple themes from Farabi's
philosophy for a multicultural society and organize them in the form of a coherent
intellectual system.
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