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ABSTRACT

"Governance” is a new model and method in the field of politics and management, which has attracted
the attention of many thinkers in the last few years. This model has many types, one of which is ethical
governance. This governance, which insists on "management and administration" based on values, is a
group action planned by the rulers and managers in order to implement a decent ethical system to
integrate all business under a set and organization. Farabi is the first Iranian Muslim philosopher who,
in addition to founding Islamic philosophy; has been the designer of many political and ethical
discourse. In his political philosophy and civil science, he saw ethics and politics together, and the way
to achieve the utopia of good fortune is only by converting to moral principles, which according to
him, is possible through the cooperation and convergence of people and officials, and in the context of
society. The subject of this article is the moral governance from the perspective of this peripatetic
philosopher. The authors first defines governance and then ethical governance, then by adopting the
method of content analysis and exploring Farabi's thoughts, they identify and introduce the
foundations and signs of this governance/management model. Its purpose is to clarify the content of a
percentage of Islamic philosophy in order to provide the content of one of the most important types of
governance, for managers and officials of governmental and sub-governmental institutions, as well as
citizens.

Keywords: Ethics, ethical governance, political philosophy, civil science, Utopia

1. Assistant Professor and Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Islamic Education, Research
Institute of Islamic Studies in Human Sciences, Mashhad, Iran

(Corresponding Author)

P4 ra.hoseinpour@alumni.um.ac.ir

2. Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Wisdom, Faculty of Theology and Islamic
Studies, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran

P< masoudi-g@um.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2024.3230.3521
http://www.jicr.ir/article_509.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 16
Issue 4
Winter 2024

INTRODUCTION

Governance is a new model in politics and management, which, has emerged from
various knowledge. This model has different types depending on what needs to be
implemented for, including good governance, economic governance, electronic
governance, network governance, scientific governance, etc. Ethical governance is
another type that is formed on the basis of moral virtues. Farabi is among the
philosophers who presented valuable views on politics and placed ethics next to
politics with a maximalist view (Davari Ardakani, 2017, 222). The books that came to
us from this great philosopher indicate that he highly valued the formation of utopia
from the path of "ethical-oriented politics". In Farabi's political-ethical thought, the
treatment of social deviations on the one hand and the maintenance of good customs
and traditions on the other is only possible through a political model in the light of
which moral norms are expanded. In fact, the government/organization should be
diligent in making citizens interested in maintaining moral values. Therefore, it is
necessary to identify deviations and call people who are devoid of moral values for
the necessary training; because "behavioral deviation” is the product of learning and
spreading abnormal things in the realm of deviant subcultures.

PURPOSE

Considering that ethics and political systems are different in countries, with each
having its own cultural background, the purpose of this article is to identify the
content of a part of Islamic philosophy in order to provide the content of one of the
most important types of governance i.e. ethical governance which has been for
managers and officials of governmental and sub-governmental institutions, and also
citizens of Iranian society (and to some extent Muslim societies).

METHODOLOGY

As we know, researches that are conducted in the field of philosophical issues and
additional philosophies (homogeneous sciences) are based on qualitative and content
analysis. The method of content analysis is called any type of inference technique
through the regular objective recognition of characteristics of a message (Holsty,
1968, 608), or a type of research technique that is used for the objective and systematic
description of obvious content and communication (Berelson, 1954, 489). In general,
content analysis is a procedure (mental interpretation) that is used for analysis,
systematic classification, design of known patterns, and inference of specific features
from a text, and sometimes reveals hidden meanings in it (Hsieh & Shanon, 2005;
Momeni Rad, Aliabadi, Fardanesh, and Mazini, 1392, 188; 190). Therefore, there are
two types of content analysis: 1. Overt (what exists objectively) 2. Hidden (what is
implied) (Kondracki, Wellman, & Amundson, 2022). In this research, which is of a
theoretical basis, in order to design a national model of moral governance, the authors
turned to the study and analysis of political-ethical thoughts of Farabi with the
method of overt content analysis (and hidden aspects in some cases).



FINDINGS

After studying many of works of Farabi for years, we came to the point that his model
of ethical governance has five important institutions that operate under the
supervision of the head of the country. These institutions include:

Virtuous Man Institutions: Elites, wise men and thinkers who should be close to
the head of Utopia in terms of good qualities.

Brokers Institutions: Their duty is to organize and regulate internal affairs based
on justice, to recognize justice and citizenship rights, and to identify the society's
situation (Farabi, 1993, 65).

Culturalists Institution: Groups such as commentators, orators, poets, singers,
musicians, and writers who help the head of Utopia in the cultural aspect of the
society. These people guide the citizens by assuming the responsibility of teaching
and highlighting moral values with four methods: Rhetoric, persuasion, analogy, and
imagination. In this, the duty of speakers and poets is very important. They are
obliged to institutionalize culture and moral standards in the society by using advice
and evoking emotions (Ibid, 62-63).

Economists Institution: A significant part of Farabi's orders is about economics
and finance. Most of the duties of the ruler of Utopia are based on economic issues,
including: production, consumption, distribution of property, common charities,
and economic justice (Id, 1993, 26; 76; 1d, 1403, 7-72; 1d, 1350, 64- 65).

Militaries Institution: Farabi proposed this institution in order to consolidate and
stabilize values and spread desirable moral traits in people and society. Since some
citizens do not adhere to social and governmental orders, therefore nurturing (along
with education) is very necessary. Of course, first of all, it is the commander who
should benefit from moral guidance (Id, 1403, 73; 78).

Based on this, the way to create a desirable society is that good deeds and
traditions are continuously maintained in cities and nations and everyone uses them.
This is also possible if there is a government model to promote actions, traditions,
habits, virtues, and good morals in various formats among citizens. Therefore, the
government should be diligent in making people interested in acquiring and
maintaining good moral qualities. According to Farabi, this government can be
realized in any form and name that people choose for it (Id, 1381, 107, 109-110).

CONCLUSION

Ethical governance is the administration of society, institution, or a group based on
moral values. The foundations and structure of this model have been reflected as far
as possible in Farabi's civil philosophy and political thought, because according to
him, ethics and politics go hand in hand in such a way that the first person of utopia,
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up to government institutions, officials, brokers, and citizens, are obliged to live
within the framework of an ethics-oriented policy in order to achieve utopia. Based
on this, if citizens of a society are looking for happiness, they are bound to practice
moral virtues and obligations. In Farabi's civil philosophy, ethics is not only a
criterion for the evaluation of rulers and government officials by the people, but its
publication by officials is considered the most important duty of the government and
the most prominent feature of utopia. If the citizens have no goal other than
happiness, they can achieve it in the society alone. In a lucid way, society has no goal
other than the perfection and happiness of man and man does not achieve this except
in the society. This is why there is no sign of separation of politics and ethics in
Farabi's philosophy and this is the most prominent feature of his philosophy for
establishing the model of “ethical governance".

NOVELTY

What distinguishes this research from previous researches and makes it new is
extracting a model of ethical governance from the thoughts of an Iranian Muslim
philosopher centered on utopia. Farabi, the philosopher of politics and culture,
thought of establishing a utopia based on ethics and religion in the critical conditions
of the society of his time. What he received in his time tells us today in a different
way. Distance from moral insights, attitudes and actions in personal and especially
social life leads to the loss of values, traditions, and cultures of a society. What Farabi
emphasized a lot, the participation of all institutions and individuals in the society in
obtaining moral requirements which is under the supervision of the government and
the management of influential cultural institutions.
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