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ABSTRACT

Students play a vital role in determining the future of their country, and in the case of Iran,
their mental state with regard to hope and despair in planning their future has an impact
on the Iranian society. For years, hope and concern about the future and the feeling of
futureless Iranian society are the issues that have attracted thinkers, politicians and social
activists. This article tries how to focus on the formation of hopeful or hopeless mindset of
students in the prevailing constitutions in contemporary Iran. The research is qualitative in
nature where interviews have been conducted with 26 female and male students from public
universities in Tehran using a semi-structured questionnaire. The thematic analysis method
was used for the acquired data. In this article, Ghassan Hage, a Lebanese-Australian
anthropologist's conceptualization of societies as "mechanisms of production and
distribution of hope" is used. The findings show that collective hope an important part is
absent among research participants; they, due to the existence of systematic discrimination,
are excluded from the circle of production and distribution of hope. One of the
consequences of social despair among the research participants is their desire to migrate
outside of Iran. Since the economic, political and social obstructions fuel the spread of social
despair among the participants, the recognition of social movements and the openness of
governing institutions to the economic, social and political demands of the people and
efforts to fulfill these demands can help spread social hope in the community. The results
of this research can deepen our view on the issue of hope among all sections of the society.
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INTRODUCTION

About rethinking our present and having the ability to implement better visions for
the future is key issue to any society. But new generation is often stuck between hope
and concern about the future. These along with the feeling of no future in the Iranian
society have attracted thinkers, politicians and social activists for years. In a report
published by the Ayandeban research group in 2018, the issue of "concern about the
future and the feeling of no future’ is the second among the ten most important
problems of the Iranian society from the point of view of Iranian elites
(Ayandehpajouhi Iran, 2018, No.12). This research seeks to understand the students'
attitude towards hope in the Iranian society. Sociological inquiry about hope is what
social conditions decrease or increase the capacity of actors for hope.

The results of this research can deepen our view on the issue of hope among all
sections of the society. On the other hand, it is necessary to take in mind that this
generation of students plays a role in determining the future of the country, so their
mindset on hope and despair while planning their future in Iran can influence the
society.

PURPOSE

In this research, an attempt is made to understand the social conditions and whether
they are promising or disappointing for students. In other words, the conditions that
keep them in the network of production and distribution of hope or exclude them
from this network.

METHODOLOGY

The research approach is qualitative, in which, interviews were conducted based on a
semi-structured questionnaire with 26 female and male students from public
universities in Tehran between May and June 2019. A thematic analysis method was
applied to evaluate the acquired data.

FINDINGS

The content analysis of the research data shows that the exclusion factors from the
network of production and distribution of hope are divided into three categories:
economic, political and social. Economic problems are further divided into two
categories: subsistence problems and structural economic problems.

Being trapped in poverty is one of the most important issues that excludes
students from the network of production and distribution of hope. The unstable
conditions in recent years have made some students hesitate to pursue a specific
project. This doubt and inability to plan a specific project can be seen both among
students belonging to high and low socio-economic classes, although the motivation
and factors influencing the unclear situation are different for them.



For most of our interviewees, whether male or female, having a favorite profession
related to their field and expertise is an important project, which the economic and
political conditions of recent years have made the prospect of achieving it unclear for
them.

The impasse of the political project in Iran is one of the factors excluding a group
of students from the circle of production and distribution of hope. This impasse has
actually led some of our interviewees to despair of political change. Since they felt
powerless to change the policies at the time of the interview, they chose the strategy
of avoiding politics. Social mistrust, a sense of injustice, social and family restrictions,
and the emphasis on material concerns can be mentioned among the factors fueling
despair among the students.

Gender inequality is another issue that strongly excludes participants in our
research from the circle of production and distribution of hope. Discriminatory views
about women in the society, along with clothing and behavioral restrictions, were
some important concerns of females participating in this research.

CONCLUSION

While reviewing the interviews, it seems evident that although the political, economic
and environmental crises affected the personal lives of the research participants, and
some of them were found disappointed in making the desired life, yet some had
individual academic, professional and family projects they are engaged with during
the interviews (spring and summer 2019). Even some of those who were desperate to
pursue their projects in Iran were looking to improve their academic and professional
skills to immigrate abroad. But the collective hope was missing in most of the
participants in this study. Most of them had no pragmatic hope of change a society
that they saw as unfair or incorrect. According to Mirsepasi (2003) they do not have
a pragmatic hope in the sense of having a strategy or plan to transform what they do
not like.

Of course, few students hoped for their desired changes. But even those students,
who were trying to make changes, were more inclined towards working in the social
sphere and people's culture. By looking at the research findings, two groups can be
placed in the production and distribution network of hope, according to Ghassan
Hage. The first group is a minority of religious students who have a specific
intellectual and practical project and are fully integrated into the production and
distribution of hope.

Some of them did not have a prosperous socioeconomic background, yet
belonging to a religious family and being placed on the path that put them in the active
network of youth supporting the system, has placed them in the network of
conservative and hopeful youth. Of course, not all religious students were included in
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this network of hope. Some religious students, due to their financial and class
conditions, did not consider a bright future in Iran, and they thought leaving Iran was
more practical than living in this country. The second group is those who had more
collective projects to give meaning to their lives. Activists, who were happy to take
steps to improve our country, had concerns beyond the routine of everyday life. They
were looking for meaningful work, they were concerned about the environment, they
were active in some altruistic associations (such as the Imam Ali (AS) community),
they had rich networks of relationships, in which, they were respected. These people
did not have much financial ambitions, most of them were not from wealthy
backgrounds rather were self-made and capable. Most of them saw the society moving
forward in terms of some cultural transformations and they were committed to these
changes.

NOVELTY

The importance of this article is that it describes the previous protest situation in 2022.
The understanding of the current situation can be seen in the collective
disappointment of the research participants to advance the transformations that are
the strong demand of a part of Iranian citizens. The data of this article can improve
our understanding of the reason for this disappointment and help policymakers
provide the basis for the expansion of social hope by recognizing these demands and
take action to fulfill them.
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