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ABSTRACT

This article attempts to identify models, including the conceptual ones related to social responsibility
of universities through the meta-analysis of researches conducted in this field in Iran, and then, by
showing the shortcomings of these models, on the one hand, the fundamental principles governing any
form of conceptual formulation and on the other, alternative forms should be introduced that can
realize the socially responsible university. This article focuses on the researches that were published in
the last decade. In the first step, it tried to identify patterns based on the researches under review. Then,
with a critical analysis, it was shown why it is necessary to go beyond the existing studies and think of
alternative forms that can better formulate the responsibility of the university. In this research, three
main forms of university, service-oriented (which itself is divided into two i.e. mission-oriented and
citizen universities), and social university were identified based on the existing approaches in the study
environment. These three forms were critically analyzed, so that the fourth form, i.e. ecological
university could be introduced as a more socially-responsible alternative. Implicitly, we tried to show
that the models and approaches have a fundamental role in shaping the research orientation, and thus
the necessity of presenting alternative models because they create new theoretical and research
possibilities. This research showed that without an ontological understanding, any form of social
responsibility of the university can reduce aspects of the university in favor of preferred aspect (market
or government); something that can be seen especially in Iranian academic researches on the social
responsibility of the university. It is suggested that more attention needed to the ecological university
as a specific alternative that Ronald Barnett had started to formulate.
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INTRODUCTION

"Universities have not had much opportunity to serve the society” (Bok et al,, 2017,
13). Apart from the historical context of such an attitude (the corporatization of
universities and market-oriented transformations at the beginning of the 1980s),
when we speak about the social responsibility of the university, more than anything
else, includes the presupposition of one or other form of the desirable university.
Behind every research or proposal on this topic, a form of university that is
considered desirable can be brought to fore. In Iran, since the end of the 1980s, slowly,
with the growth and expansion of the market-oriented approach to the goals and
prospects of the university, the term social responsibility has become the main axis of
much social researches.

PURPOSE

The objectives of this article can be summarized as follows: a) Showing the necessity
of paying attention to the abstract forms of an ideal university, based on which,
various approaches to the social responsibility are formulated; ¢) Showing the
fundamental shortcomings and weaknesses that exist in the identified forms and
approaches connected to them regarding the issue of social responsibility of the
university and d) Opening a chapter about a possible alternative form of the
university, according to which, the social responsibility can be better understood than
other existing forms.

METHODOLOGY

This article has resorted to the content analysis method used in previous important
researches on the social responsibility of universities. The paper has tried use the
meta-analysis of those studies.

FINDINGS

In the first step, several basic forms of an ideal university were identified from the
perspective of various approaches. A) The form of "university”, in which, the
university is considered a company providing services (educational or research). This
word has no equivalent in English because it is a combination of "university" and
"corporate” hence, "corposity” may be an equivalent to it. In total, four types of
university were ascertained i.e. mission-oriented, citizenship, social and ecological as
defined by Ronald Barnett (2018a). Each university is said to be dealing with different
norms and focusing on different aspects as summarized in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Forms of socially responsible universities

The papers has also tried to divide important and influential researches in the field
of social responsibility of universities in Iran within the framework of these forms
and through criticism, it was found out why it is necessary to pay attention to the
university’s social responsibility as formulated in the ecological form. Especially by
focusing on this aspect with due attention to the 2018 deadly floods in the country,
the authors have tried to show the advantages and disadvantages of this research,
which mostly considered the form of the social university. For example,
comprehensively and dialectically related understanding was precisely shown as
Farstkhah (2019) and Rahmani and Baghai (2019) and others identified the social
responsibility of the university as a factor that lacked in the previous forms: power
and a special form of it i.e. sovereign power. It is only with this understanding that
one can say about the inability of the agents of the governing power to accept and
apply the knowledge produced in the university and this influential factor is in the
process of conceptual formulation and shaping of the university’s social
responsibility practically. None of the previous understandings can address this
fundamental factor.

CONCLUSION

It was shown that the deficiencies in the forms of university even in service-oriented
(mission-oriented or citizenship) and social universities, which are versatile and
productive than other forms, are caused by the lack of three conceptual theoretical
tools: immanency, dialectics and totality. It is the lack of understanding of these three
tools that have caused these forms not to have the coherence and comprehensiveness
necessary for the correct formulation of the university's social responsibility. From
the authors’ point of view, it is the only ecological form that can lead to a socially
responsible university as against Ronald Barnett who uses these basic epistemological
tools for the same.
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The need to think about alternatives to the prevailing trends and patterns in
contemporary Iran is due to the understanding of this fundamental proposition that
university-based and service-oriented forms may be able to create slight
improvements in society and economy. But, in fact, they are profoundly incapable of
meeting the initial level of "sustainable development", let alone ask them to have a
share in the well-being of all and the prosperity of education and research.

NOVELTY

Through recognizing and criticizing the forms of the wuniversity’s social
responsibilities, we realized that they actually presuppose various forms. The
distinction of these forms is realized based on three fundamental principles:
immanency, totality, and dialectics. Also, each form realizes different levels of the
three principles, from the lowest to the highest level, which can be classified as 1)
university 2) mission-oriented/service-oriented university 3) citizen university 4)
social university 5) ecological university. Immanency can simply lead to self-restraint
and disconnection from the surrounding world (education and research-oriented
university), but it is precisely the totality and dialectics that take this immanency from
its closed borders and provide the possibility of connections between different
natives. The totality can also be transformed into something static or, in the sense
Barnett uses (Barnett, 2018a: 107), into something sustainable, which here is a
dialectic that goes beyond closed totalities and enables the emergence of new forms.
If an ecological university or a humanistic university wants to be self-consistent, self-
reflexive, and critical, it must maintain and promote a generative link between
immanency, totality and dialectics.
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