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1. Maurice Merleau-Ponty
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1. Asymmetric dualism
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1. Simultaneity
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Abstract

The dialogue among philosophical topics and textual data in literature has been of
great importance in interdisciplinary studies. One such noteworthy topic for study
is Bakhtin’s thought system in the field of philosophical anthropology and theory of
Otherness. It emphasizes the need to stay away from the binary system of thinking
and a refusal to recognize the self without interacting with the other. On the other
hand, literature and especially the novel, through the representation of the human
world in the text, is a suitable platform for understanding this confrontation and dia-
logue in cultures and societies. Therefore, the present research aims at an intertextual
analysis of the concepts of self and other in two narratives: The Heavenly Kingdom
by Sadeghi and “In between Empty Hollows” by Esmaeili. Both narratives, the for-
mer, a novella, and the latter, a short story, share the common story line of a doctor’s
mission in a remote city and deal with concepts of self and other. The study concludes
that these two poles, in both narratives go through a process of change and transfor-
mation. Moreover, they are somewhat fluid in the narrative of The Heavenly Kingdom
and, rather, individual and abstract, while they are more of an ethnic and cultural
nature in “In between Empty Hollows”. In addition, studies indicate the presence of
an in-between pole in both narratives which, on the one hand, gets close to both poles
and, on the other hand, strengthens the opposite pole.

Keywords: interdisciplinary studies, self and the other, Bakhtin, The Heavenly King-
dom, “In between Empty Hollows”
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