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Abstract

Introduction: This article aims to take a fresh look at the
theories of religious conversion with a qualitative
approach using semi-structured in-depth interviews with
converted Iranian refugee women.

Methods: This research is a qualitative method in which
the theories of religious conversion are critiqued through
the analysis of semi-structured interviews. The data
analysis was conducted using MAXQDA10 software.
Finally, the theories were examined using various
categories.

Findings: Many theorists have addressed the issue of
religious conversion. These theorists can be divided into
two classical and modern groups. They divided converts
into passive and active groups according to the nature of
their actions at the moment of their faith. One of the
complete and classified theories that have addressed the
issue of religious conversion is Kilbourne and Richardson's
theory, which combines the active and passive actions of
converts. Using the semi-structured interviews conducted
with 27 Christianized Iranian female asylum seekers, the
active-passive dual view of the converts’ actions is
examined. This article analyses how the constantly
dynamic process of religious conversion is represented to
provide a multidimensional view of this topic. Both the
active and passive actions of these women related to the
first moment of religious conversion or the process of
becoming a Christian. It follows that 1. religious conversion
is always a dynamic process 2. religious conversion can be
active in some aspects and passive in others, and this fluid
process will always continue, even after the establishment
of the new religion 3. Religious conversion in active and
passive terms has different types, which can be a
combination of both, depending on the circumstances of
each case.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Religious conversion is usually an individual
process involving a change in a person's
worldview and affiliation, but it takes place
within the framework of institutional
procedures and social relations. Several
definitions of religious conversion have been
put forward. For example, the Encyclopedia
of Psychology and Religion defines religious
conversion as significant milestones in life
associated with external or internal events
(personality processes and traumatic
events) thatlead to a re-evaluation of life and
a change in identity. And the biography
breaks with the past” (1). Lofland and Stark
(2) have introduced an approach to religious
conversion that emphasizes this process's
complexity and far-reaching consequences.
The two sociologists agree that religious
conversion occurs over time and involves
various dynamic elements. They propose a
motivational model based on the events that
lead to conversion. Greil and Rudy went
further in their 1984 paper (3) and
concluded that there is no such thing as a
conversion process. However, there are as
many organizational contexts where
religious conversion occurs as there are
religious conversion processes. Based on
Greil's advice, it may be necessary to rethink
modern interpretations of religious
conversion to see broader aspects of this
topic and focus more on individual and social
interactions.  Simply  put, religious
conversion can thus be seen as a constantly
dynamic process.

Since 1920, several theories regarding
religious conversion have been developed.
According to these theories, people who
have been converted are divided into active
and passive approaches. This research offers
a criticism of this classification. Richardson
and Kilbourne's theory is the most complete
one that studies the concept of passive and
active together. While studying the process
of women's religious conversion, the
researchers of this article noticed the extent
and diversity of women's participation in
church activities, and by returning to
previous theories, they found that the
separate classification of active and passive

concepts needs a theoretical revision.
Therefore, by examining Richardson and
Kilbourne's  theory and conducting
interviews, women are trying to open a new
window to the theorizing of religious
conversion. In short, the results of these two
integrations show that a converted person
cannot be considered passive or active based
on the moment of absolute faith, rather,
religious conversion is a process in which a
person can take different actions at different
stages. The formation of this critique was
influenced by women's diverse and
extensive involvement in church activities.

Methods

This article is based on a study conducted in
Eskisehir. "Eskisehir" is one of several cities
that host refugees in "Turkey". In this study,
various churches in this city were visited
repeatedly between 2019 and 2022, and
observations and in-depth interviews with
27 Iranian women from these churches were
recorded. This research is a qualitative
method in which the theories of religious
conversion are critiqued through the
analysis of semi-structured interviews. The
data analysis was conducted using
MAXQDA10 software.

Findings and discussion

Based on what was gleaned from the
women's narratives, there were cases in
which women acted passively at the
beginning or in one phase of the faith and
played an active role at another time, or vice
versa. More specifically, the interviewees are
not actively involved in all aspects of the
conversion process. They may be active in
worship but passive in evangelism. These
differences show that when a believer with a
salient characteristic enters a new religion,
that characteristic may change so that the
nature of the faith also changes. It should
also be noted that the types of faith may
occur in parallel or overlap.

In the types of faith extracted from the
female respondents in this study, there are
similarities with some elements in
Richardson's  theory. For  example,
evangelical faith is practiced by an
acquaintance, but the point here is that other
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types of religious conversion can occur in the
same interaction.

However, there are criticisms of the
theorists' classification, which will be
summarized in the following cases using
examples from current research:

- Without a structural institution like the
church, conversion cannot be just an
individual act but requires interaction
between the individual and society.

- Therefore, religious conversion can be both
internal and external at the same time, and it
seems difficult to separate these two aspects.
- If we accept that religious conversion is a
process, the division of converts into passive
and active individuals based on the first
moment of faith can be revised. Activities can
be transformed and changed in situations
and moments under the influence of internal
and external factors, so a convert may have
experienced other types of faith during the
conversion process, some of which may be
old. emerge after his conversion.

Conclusion

In short, the types of religious conversion
have no specific limit, but each can interact
with each other in different numbers and
take place simultaneously. The division
according to the type of verb
(active/passive) of believers needs to be
revised to clarify the place of activity in the
stages and process of faith.

Considering examples in the four groups of
evangelistic, miraculous, questioning, and
involuntary does not mean that there are
only these four classifications among
believers, but other types can also be filtered
out. On the other hand, other factors such as
individual and social experiences also
influence the type of faith. The main purpose
of this article is to show the complexity of
religious conversion. Therefore, it is not
possible to make a categorization based on
the initial belief moment without
simultaneously  considering individual,
environmental, and social factors and
integrating and interacting with each other.

As aresult, the findings show that 1. religious
conversion is always a dynamic process. 2.
The religious conversion can be active in
some respects and passive in some parts at
the same time, and this fluidity will remain

forever even after the choice of a new
religion. 3. There are different types of active
and passive conversion, which may be a
combination of both, depending on the
circumstances of the individual case.
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