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More than two centuries have passed since the introduction of modern sciences, especially
the Newtonian astronomy, into the Islamic world and Iran. The historiography covering the
period of opposition until widespread accepnnice of modern aooonomy by the Shiiiee eeeey,
should be persued with utmost care and meticulous examination of written evidence and
material culture. This period includes the transition from the belief in the centrality and fixity
of the earth, assumed not only in the Ptolemaic system but also in other cosmographies of the
Islamic era, to modern cosmology. In the last few decades, historians of science have made
various comments about this period. Seyyed Hossein Nasr talks about wholesale surrender of
Islamic scholars when facing Western science without launching any criticism. On the other
hand, Gamini, a historian of science, maintains, by separating the mainstream Shi’ites from
the Shaykhiya and the Sufis, that there were different reactions by these groups towards
modern science. Unlike the Shaykhiya and Sufis, the opposition of the mainstream scholars
towards modern astronomy was not due to religious dogmas, but it took place only on
phllooophaad ground.. One of the Shiiiee ulama, who had a completely critical view of
modern science, was Muhammad al-Husayn al-Kashif al-Ghita’. In his writings from the time
of Constitutionalism and the following decades, he especially opposes modern astronomy and
Darwin's theory of evolution. Gamini has advanced a different reading of the writings of
Kashif al-Ghita. In the present article, the contentions that Gamini has expressed in recent
modern astronomy, are challenged here. It is argued that they are either anachronistic or rely
on the aacee assumpiion hiat the oppoiiiion of the manreeeam Shiiiee cchossss 0o modenn
astronomy was solely or mainly related to their philosophical considerations rather than
religious objections. In addtto, the nicoeeenress of Gamnrsssassertion that Kashif al-Ghita’
only objected to the evouuion of humankind and aa s geneaally sympahleiic oma dds aa nnnrss
theory of evolution will be shown.
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4. “The traditional class of Muslim scholars, therefore, preserved the faith against many of the

onslaughts of Western thought, but was not able to provide a critical examination of modern science
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1. According to him, this school believed that all life emerged from natural elements. Consequently,
all phenomena obeyed the laws of matter and force (al-madda wa-al-quwa,, as “matter nnmoiion”
(tahawwul al-madda). The universe was not governed by intelligence, purpose, or final causes but
only by natural law.
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