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ABSTRACT

The theory of conventions (I'tibariat) in Islamic philosophy and constructivism theory in social
sciences and international relations are both considered to be modern and almost
contemporaneous in terms of new formation which, with different origins, natures and fate,
has distinct implications and functions in the epistemic and social spheres. This study explicates
the two theories and has, for the first time, regards the epistemological and ontological
problematic caused by the incompatibility of “realism and constructivism” in the orthodox
narratives of the theories in international relations -considered one of the most important
philosophical, non-constructivist and interdisciplinary issues- as an entry into contemplation
over the philosophical reconstruction of constructivism. In the course of exposition and
categorization of the old and new perceptions of the theory of conventions (I'tibariat), the study
contends that under an interactive approach, the two concepts could be compatible in a way
that its referent is not “relativism” and “social determination of knowledge” or “denial of any
subsistence or determination in the outer world”. Ultimately, the study moves away from both
“raw realism” and “pure constructivism” approaches, and takes into account a consequent
definition in the theory of constructivism that is not anti-realistic alhtough it “denies the
external equivalent of conventions”. At the same time, cognitivism would not lose its true
meaning either. The outcomes are considered more significant because in parallel with the
decline of philosophical and political realism in recent decades and the epistemological
confusion resulting from “the incommensurable bipolar epistemological views in international
relations, namely the positivist majority on the one hand and a remarkable minority of post-
positivists on the other”, the contemporary theorists of international relations have been guided
to constructivist theories that the “social theory of international politics” indicates its
conventional and social approach, during which and with efforts to reduce the epistemological
importance of constructivism, the proposed solution is to resort to positivism and ontological
aspects of constructivism.
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INTRODUCTION

Among the later theories of international relations, credentialist approaches due to
"structuralism” and their message about the metamaterial event and the influence
on the centrality of non-fashionable factors are the ultimate determinant of
phenomena in world cinema (Griffiths, 730). The construct theory within Islamic
philosophy and the constructivism evident in social sciences and international
relations epitomize contemporary theoretical formulations. Originating from
diverse foundations and exhibiting at times conflicting trajectories, these theories
hold distinct implications for the social and theoretical domains. Islamic
philosophy, specifically through "constructivism theory” contributes significantly to
contemporary philosophy, simultaneously bearing noteworthy repercussions for
global and societal spheres. Analogously, "social construct theories” within social
sciences share a parallel trajectory. Conversely, within late international relations
theories, constructivism, employing the lens of "constructivism," aligns with a post-
materialist approach, emphasizing the "centrality of non-material factors as the
ultimate determinants of manifestations in global politics" and manifesting affinities
with metaphysical constructs.

PURPOSE

This study aims to conduct a comprehensive content analysis and evaluation of a
prominent contemporary internationalist trend in juxtaposition with the theory of
constructivism within Islamic philosophy, treating constructivism as a
philosophical concern of non-negligible import.

METHODOLOGY

Here, a comparative method is employed given the philosophical nature of this
inquiry falling within the ambit of the second type of knowledge. The study,
presenting each theory, delves into epistemological and ontological challenges
emanating from realism and constructivism — a pivotal philosophical issue bridging
disciplines. This approach not only facilitates an in-depth understanding of each
theory but also provides a foundational framework for contemplating the
reconstruction of the theory of constructivism in international relations.

FINDINGS

In fact, Allameh Tabatabai's approach is his innovative vision is drawn through the
credit system, which in turn is based on realism. In this sense, the interior of the
credit system is an objective natural system that is based on it (Tabatabai, 1987, 30).

This investigation reveals that notwithstanding their disparate origins and
foundations, both international relations theories and the theory of constructivism
within Islamic philosophy underscore the non-material and social dimensions of
global interactions. This accentuates the dynamic and continually evolving nature of
social life, emphasizing the responsibilities stemming from authenticity norm and
the establishment of a cognitive software system grounded in constructivism. The
insights derived from this perspective elucidate the inevitabilities within this field



and propose alternative social world scenarios. Additionally, the study posits that
the imposition and control over the prevailing paradigm warrant critical reflection,
asserting that a specific constructive system and structure have either led to or made
possible such dominance. Contrary to prevailing trends in international relations,
these theories offer a nuanced understanding of the dynamics of change, thereby
opening avenues for perpetual debate and discussion on the emergence of
alternative paradigms. Based on this meta-theory and its assumptions, credentialist
theorists of international relations, emphasizing semanticism, believe that semantic
or normative structures are as important as material structures, and systems
consisting of common ideas, beliefs and values are also structural features and have
a great influence on social and political actions (Reus-Smit, 2005: 196).

Regardless of the philosophical use of validity and idealism in Platonic terms,
which, under certain conditions, accepts the possibility of obtaining direct and
indirect knowledge of external realities (Rockmore, 2007: 201), the other side of
validity during the same ancient Greek era is reflected in a proverbial speech by
Protagoras that "man is the scale of everything".

The philosophical juxtaposition of the theory of constructive perceptions within
the precise realm of comparative philosophy, particularly in contrast with "real
perceptions,” reveals a meticulous delineation of antecedent and subsequent
perceptions and construct. Emphasizing the significance of the theory of
constructive perceptions in cognitive frameworks, the examination disentangles
itself from anti-realism (constructivist) tendencies. This investigation underscores
the theory's ability to retain its authentic meaning within cognitive theory while
simultaneously disavowing external constructive perceptions.

The findings are particularly noteworthy in the context of the recent attenuation
of philosophical and political realism, coupled with cognitive disquiet stemming
from the dichotomy between positivists and post-positivists in international
relations. Contemporary theorists, influenced by constructivism theories, seek to
introduce a social dimension to international politics, employing positivism and
accentuating existential dimensions of constructivism to diminish its cognitive
import. Although perceived as reductionist, the theory of constructive perceptions
aligns itself with non-realistic perspectives, challenging traditional beliefs in the
objective existence and determination of construction in the world. Crucially, the
theory distinguishes between real perceptions and construction, navigating the
realms of philosophy and metaphysics or realism and idealism. Consequently, this
comparative assessment, with a focus on the philosophical and social dimensions of
the “theory of constructive perceptions,” posits that, in Tabatabai's framework,
constructive perceptions lack independent existence beyond the mind, rendering
them incomparable based on established criteria in ancient philosophy.

CONCLUSION

This study underscores the potential for reconstructing constructivism theory in
international relations without necessarily subscribing to "anti-realism,"

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

Abstract




Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanitie

Volume 16
Issue 1
Winter 2024

"o

"relativism," "social determination of knowledge," or "denial of any determination in
the external world." The comparative theoretical and philosophical analysis of
international relations theories and the theory of constructive perceptions in Islamic
philosophy lays the ground for a nuanced understanding, suggesting avenues for
conceptual refinement in international relations theories without compromising
realism.

NOVELTY

The utilization of Allameh Tabatabai's theory in constructing international relations
theories reflects a notable openness that can be harnessed for the development of
Islamic theory within the humanities, drawing inspiration from the ideas and
concepts of religious thinkers.
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