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ABSTRACT

Humanities graduates have serious concerns about their employment status in the society. The
increase in graduates in this field, especially due to the growing number of higher educational
institutes in the country, requires policymakers to adopt more logical and practical measures to
deal with the problem. Using future research, the current paper aims to draw a picture of the
employment status of humanities graduates. The research method is qualitative, with the statistical
population being professors and experts in the field of humanities. There is purposeful sampling
method where the data collection tool was a semi-structured interview. After implementing the
interviews, its components were identified at the level of litany, social causes, discourse/worldview
and myth/metaphor. At the litany level, categories of "unemployment crisis’, "abandoned and
marginalized humanities", "inefficient/unskilled humanities" and "lack of independent identity"
were created. At the level of systematic causes, a set of cultural-social and economic factors are
marked as fundamental ones. At the level of discourse/worldview, product-oriented, post-
modern, Islamic humanities and problem-oriented discourses were used. At the level of
metaphor/myth, metaphorical interpretations of the boy of engineer, Professor Balthazar, the
Achilles heel of national development and advanced/regressive sciences were used. Finally, with a
literature review and referring to the interviews and going back and forth and asking the opinion
of experts and specialists, the two driving forces of an engineering-like and top-down view against
the provision of open intellectual and academic space and the policy of unifying sciences were
found. In contrast to the development of interdisciplinary studies approach, four scenarios were
identified and developed.
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INTRODUCTION

Humanities and social sciences are disciplines that study human behavior and
interactions in various fields such as social, cultural, environmental, economic and
political fields (Bybee, 2010). In the last decade, the importance and usefulness of
humanities and social sciences have been increasingly confirmed (Overland and
Sovacool, 2020). Humanities, as strategic and basic sciences, play the most
important role in the process of national development in all dimensions in
advanced countries, and most of the jobs created in these countries, which are the
result of entrepreneurial thinking, come from people in this field (Hosseinpour,
2011, 47). In fact, the key role and position of humanities in the development,
evolution or transformation of human societies is undeniable (Qanbarlu, 2020,
176). Unfortunately, humanities are not given much value in Iran and a majority of
students and graduates in this field have a lower employment rate. For example,
according to the university graduate employment monitoring plan (2019), the most
employment is in technical fields (such as computer, electrical engineering,
accounting, agricultural and architecture engineering) and the least employment in
humanities fields (especially history, Qur’anic sciences, theology and sociology) and
basic sciences. Therefore, humanities and their graduates are either isolated or are
in a problematic state. Considering the importance of this field in the country’s
growth and development, the employability of its graduates is an issue that should
be the main focus of policymakers in the knowledge-based economy. In fact, based
on this topic and possible changes in the future, the current research can lead
analysts to appropriate direction to achieve desirable results, and with a new
definition of the problem and a futuristic perspective, suitable, scientific and
practical solutions would help improve this situation.

METHODOLOGY

The present research is qualitative based on an interpretive paradigm, aiming to
describe and interpret the employment status of graduates in humanities fields. It
seeks to provide an analysis of the current situation and transitional mechanisms to
reach the desired level. The data were collected through semi-structured interviews,
for which, questions were designed based on the interview protocol, literature
review, postal technique, and WIH5 questions. Further, the questions were designed
in a way to inquire about the employment status of humanities graduates over the
next 20 years. The research population consisted of professors and experts in
various humanities fields. The sampling method was purposive non-homogeneous
(non-homogeneity in field of study, gender, occupation, etc.), meaning that units of
research were purposefully selected for knowledge acquisition and data collection.
In this research, interviews reached the saturation level with 16 participants, but to
ensure further confidence, it continued until 20 participants. In the next phase,
thematic analysis and layer analysis methods were used to extract themes and delve
deeper. Finally, the research findings were discussed and examined.



FINDINGS

The research findings can be examined and analyzed in four causal stages i.e. litany,
systematic, world view/discourse and myths/metaphors. At the litany level, after
reviewing the interviews and going back and forth, themes and categories such as
“unemployment crisis in the humanities”, "inefficiency and incompetence of the
graduates of this field", "abandoned, marginalized and isolated humanities" were
created, which according to experts and professors, the main and systematic causes
of creating such themes are economic, social and cultural, political and
management issues. At discourse/worldview level, productivity discourse (capitalist
and instrumental view of humanities), postmodern discourse (interdisciplinary and
trans-disciplinary approach), Islamic humanities discourse (Islamization of
humanities), and problem-oriented discourse and practicality of science were taken
into account. At the metaphor/myth level, metaphorical expressions such as
“engineer boy" and "Balthazar engineer" have been used, which show that the view
of scientific societies in Iran has never been humanities. Also, the use of other
definitions such as advanced sciences (superior, minute and first-class sciences such
as engineering and experimental sciences) in contrast to backward sciences
(inferior, weak, second-class and inferior sciences such as humanities) shows the
lack of importance of this field and the status of employment compared to other
sciences. In fact, a comparison of humanities, experimental sciences and technical
engineering shows that humanities never had independent value and high weight.
Therefore, if the humanities and the employment status of the graduates of this field
are not given enough attention, in the long run, it can become the Achilles' heel and
Esfandiar's eye for national development.

CONCLUSION

The issue of employment, especially those graduated in humanities fields have
always been a concern and preoccupation of students and graduates. In the present
study, the causal layered analysis method was used to provide a deeper and more
comprehensive insight into the issue. According to humanities experts, one of the
most important social reasons for the inappropriate occupation of the humanities
field is the quantitative and indiscriminate growth of graduates and universities,
educational inflation, degree orientation, inattention. To the quality and needs of
society, the lack of coordination between university, labor market and industry, the
lack of private and cooperative firm to attract graduates, problems in estimating
labor market needs, market mechanism disorders, politicization of strategies and
big plans, inefficiency of managers and centralized, fixed and uniform training
programs. Therefore, a set of these factors and the lower competitive power of the
humanities compared to technical and experimental fields cause the humanities to
be in an unfavorable and marginal situation, which is in line with the theory.
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Unbalanced development of higher education in Iran and developing countries is
consistent on the other hand, due to the dominance of the product-oriented
discourse in the country and its emphasis on producing goods and the insignificant
role humanities have in this production, thus, most of the fields of humanities are
ignored in policies and decisions at the macro level. The drawn scenarios showed
that until the top-down engineering perspective in Iran is not removed and the
independence of the scientific community is not recognized, and more importantly,
while providing open intellectual and academic space, attention is not paid to the
local conditions and cultural background, the situation cannot improve. Therefore,
in order to draw and illustrate the employment status of humanities graduates, it is
suggested; To remove the product-oriented and instrumental views from the field of
humanities; because the maximum emphasis on income generation, welfare and
marketization and in a word the commercialization of this field causes the critical
and transformative side of humanities to be significantly neglected. Finally, it is
suggested that within the framework of the Islamic humanities discourse, attention
should be paid to the cultural and economic contexts of the country (while
honoring and maintaining the scientific independence of this field) in order to
improve the employment of humanities graduates, and also through creating a
suitable environment for knowledge-based business and setting up a knowledge-
based economy and, in a word, making this field practical.

NOVELTY

The point that distinguishes the current research from the previous ones is the use
of the future research method (causal layer analysis method) in order to draw a
comprehensive and deeper view of the issue of employment and the status of
graduates and scenarios to provide desirable information in this field for policy and
decision-making.
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1. Van Der Merwe
2. Choi
3.kimetal

4. Filtering

5. Screening

6. Signaling
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3. Perspective
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1. transferability
2. dependability
3. confirmability
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