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A Qualitative Approach to Spirituality and Its Role in Socially Active
Ethics of Clergy from the Perspective of Clerics
Majid Jafarian®

Abstract

In the context of religious ideologies, a cleric is defined as someone who has
the ability to bridge the sacred and social realms through spirituality. When
ethics is considered a fundamental principle in the socially active behavior of
clergy, spirituality becomes a significant indicator of this principle. Shia
clerics, as a reference group, have not been an exception to this general rule
throughout their lives. This research aims to explore the interpretations of
clerics regarding the role of spirituality in their socially active ethics in the
current society. The study employs a qualitative approach and utilizes
thematic analysis to analyze the data. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 20 active clerics in cultural, social, and administrative
domains in Isfahan city, selected through purposive sampling. The analyzed
data revealed six valuable role organization themes: professional validation,
interventionism, interactive relationship, social commitment, and ethical
flexibility, as well as three overarching themes: professional identity
consolidation, ethical performance improvement, and ethical resilience.
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