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This article, with descriptive-analytical method, aims to investigate the impact of
neuterization on the welfare of urban animals by referring to the theoretical foundations of
animal rights and welfare, while describing the laws and executive procedures in the countries
under discussion. In response, the present research shows that the approach of animal
welfare under certain conditions considers it justifiable to harm some animals (human or non-
human) in order to prevent further harm to others. Based on the philosophy of animal rights,
causing less harm to some animals to prevent more harm to others, as envisioned in TNR
programs, is more compatible with considering the intrinsic value of both categories.
Neutered urban animals can be accepted while they have value in their own right. The
experience of European and Latin American countries also confirms this opinion. Although
the methods of the pioneering countries are implemented to some extent in Iran, in Iran, TNR
programs in line with animal welfare has received less attention. The purpose of this article is
to investigate the legitimacy and then the impact of neuterization on the welfare of urban
Keywords: animals with descriptive-analytical method, while describing the laws and enforcement
procedures in the countries under discussion. The method is to collect library and field
Rights, Animal Welfare, mfaterials (interview), during which the existing problems will be examin.ed and suggestions
. . will be made to solve them based on successful measures. As a result, first the concept of
Urban Animals, Birth animal welfare and the related approaches, the advantages and disadvantages of neuterization
Control, Free Dogs will be described and then the experience of the countries in question will be discussed.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Some ethicists believe that the philosophy
of animal rights considers the
sterilization /neuterization of animals as a
violation of the principle of respect for
them, and therefore Trap-Neuter Return
(TNR) programs are also impermissible.
Because it seems that this act violates the
natural rights and freedoms of animals. In
response, the present research shows that
the approach of animal welfare under
certain conditions considers it justifiable
to harm some animals (human or non-
human) in order to prevent further harm
to others. Based on the philosophy of
animal rights, causing less harm to some
animals to prevent more harm to others, as
envisioned in TNR programs, is more
compatible with considering the intrinsic
value of both categories. Neutered urban
animals can be accepted while they have
value in their own right. The experience of
European and Latin American countries
also confirms this opinion. Although the
methods of the pioneering countries are
implemented to some extent in Iran, in
Iran, TNR programs in line with animal
welfare has received less attention.

2. Method

The purpose of this article is to investigate
the legitimacy and then the impact of
neuterization on the welfare of urban
animals  with  descriptive-analytical
method, while describing the laws and
enforcement procedures in the countries
under discussion. The method is to collect
library and field materials (through
interviews), during which the existing
problems will be examined and
suggestions will be made to solve them,
based on the successful measures taken in
pioneering countries. As a result, first the
concept of animal welfare and its related
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approaches, the advantages and
disadvantages of neuterization will be
described and then the experience of the
countries in question will be discussed.

3. Results

From the point of view of animal rights,
Neuterization restricts the right of animals
to reproduce. However, if there are no
other reasonable options, preventing the
birth of unwanted animals can better
guarantee the well-being of both animal
and human populations.

Of course, the use of Neuterization
methods in population control should be
accompanied by evidence that shows that
this method is effective in the target area
and is carried out with adequate
veterinary standards, pain management
and nursing care. The experience of the
pioneering countries in the field of animal
rights protection shows that nowadays
sterilization has become one of the
realistic and fruitful solutions for the
welfare of urban animals. Comparative
studies in Europe and Latin America show
the effectiveness of this method in the
long term.

The practical experiences of countries
and the theoretical foundations of animal
welfare indicate that in situations where
idealism is not possible and animals are
under threat, it is better to understand the
current reality and look for the best
solution instead of proposing idealistic
ideas. In this situation, the difference
between the terms animal rights and
animal welfare can be understood.
Reproduction is an animal's right;
Neuterization is a factor to ensure the
animal's well-being. In this way, the birth
of animals that may die a few days after
birth will be prevented, otherwise they will
be sick all their life or hunger and thirst
will cause their death. In fact, by neutering
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an urban animal, future suffering and pain
is prevented. On the other hand, by
comparing extermination and
Neuterization, it is easy to choose
Neuterization as a more humane method.

4. Conclusion

Living animals cannot be deprived of life,
but preventing the unwanted birth of
animals makes these animals suffer less
painful deaths. It should also be seen
whether the animal can live comfortably
and without pain after Neuterization.
Therefore, one should not only think about
preventing the increase in the population
of urban animals, but also pay attention to
their well-being and comfort during their
lifetime. Comparative studies in Europe
and Latin America show the effectiveness
of this method in the long term.

Although the methods of the pioneering
countries are implemented to some extent
in Iran under the guidelines for controlling
the population of stray dogs; However, in
Iran, the Neuterization programs in line
with animal welfare has received less
attention. In addition, in Iran's legal
system, there are no protective laws based
on the welfare of animals and the
criminalization of certain acts against
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them. Despite the legal gap and many
restrictions, several non-governmental
organizations and shelters have been
established in Iran, which support the
rights of urban animals and strive for
vaccination, treatment, Neuterization and
care for them. Nevertheless, it should be
noted that protecting the rights and
welfare of animals in Iran requires the
provision of more progressive legal and
organizational  arrangements,  which
hopefully will be realized in the near future
with the efforts of the civil society and the
government.
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2008 /120 /EC (Pigs); Directive 1999 /74 /EC (Laying
Hens); Directive 2007/43 /EC (Chickens for Meat
Production); Regulation 1/2005/EC (Animal
Transport); Regulation 1099 /2009 /EC (Killing of
Animals).

4The Animal Welfare Act in the Netherlands,
known as "Wet dieren" in Dutch, was adopted on
May 19, 2011.
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Lundmark et al., 2018, Von gall & Gjerris, )
(2017, Cock buning, 2009
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!'Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
on 13 December 2007, entered into force on 1 De-
cember 2009. Article 13.

2 The Protocol on Animal Welfare under the Am-
sterdam Treaty, on June 1997, entered into force on
first May 1999.

3 Directive 98 /58 /EC (All Farmed Animals); Di-
rective 2008 /119 /EC (Calves); Directive
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3 Law n. 189 of July 20, 2004 Italian criminal code.
4 friuli Venezia giulia region law 20 /2012 (animal
protection)

°Law n. 281 of August 14, 1991 “Framework Law for
pet animals and the prevention of stray dog popu-
lations”
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!why are there no stray dogs in the neterlands
written by Maja Swiatnicka September 4, 2019,
https:/ /amsterdamhangout.com
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2 General Law for Ecological Equilibrium and Envi-
ronmental Protection (LGEEPA), 1988
3 Federal Animal Health Law, 2007
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2 National Animal Welfare Law, known as the "Re-
sponsible Pet Ownership Law" or "Chao Pescao
Law", dated 2009.
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