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In the present era, education is crucial for a knowledge-based economy.
Education creates human capital. It increases individuals' capabilities, leads to
economic productivity, and facilitates the development and adoption of frontier
technologies. Many experts believe that the decline in economic growth and
failure in international competitions are somehow affected by the educational
system's performance. Therefore, reforms in the educational system should move
towards greater alignment with the knowledge-based economy. Hence, this
research was conducted to investigate the pathology of the skills training system
in agricultural high schools in Sanandaj.This research is qualitative research in
nature and is a type of case study.The study population includes all students and
teachers of agricultural high schools in Sanandaj County, who were selected
purposefully using the snowball method. With 24 semi-structured interviews with
an average time of 70 minutes, theoretical saturation of the data was achieved. A
focus group discussion (7-person group) was used to draw the SWOT matrix and
extract strategies. Based on the results of the interviews with the students, the
most important indicators of the weaknesses (dissatisfaction with the officials),
strengths (quality of teaching by teachers), opportunities (suitable location of the
province in the agricultural sector), and threats (cultural problems) were
mentioned. According to the teachers, the most important indicators in
weaknesses (the process of attracting students), strengths (quality of the
management system), opportunities (improving education policies), and threats
(cultural problems) were identified as the most important indicators of the SWOT
matrix. Finally, strategies were presented to reduce the harms of the educational
system in agricultural high schools in Sanandaj.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to many researchers and theorists, the decline in economic growth and failure in
international competitions are somehow affected by the educational system's performance.
Therefore, reforms in the educational system should move towards greater alignment with the
knowledge-based economy. This research was conducted to investigate the pathology of the
skills training system in agricultural high schools in Sanandaj County from the perspective of
students and teachers. Technical and vocational education is of special importance to other
fields and education methods. The expansion of technical and vocational education centers is
one of the characteristics of the developed world. It should be explained that technical and
vocational education, through the training of skilled workers needed by the labor market in
different countries, can not only play an important role in the formation of human capital and be
responsible for training the workforce needed by different sectors of the economy of these
countries but also help to solve the problem of unemployment by creating self-employment
opportunities.

Research Method

This research is qualitative in terms of approach and is a type of case study conducted with a
pathological approach. The study population in this research included all students and teachers
of agricultural high schools in Sanandaj. The samples were selected purposefully and using the
snowball method. Finally, data saturation was achieved after conducting 18 interviews with
students and six interviews with teachers of agricultural high schools in Sanandaj. In-depth
individual interviews and observation were used to collect data in the section on identifying
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. Also, in the section on drawing the SWOT
matrix and extracting strategies, a focused group discussion (7-person group) was used. In order
to do this, the following steps were taken: 1. Formation of a SWOT analysis session; 2. A brief
explanation of the purpose of the session and the steps involved; 3. Selection of strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats from the results of the interviews; 4. Prioritizing internal
and external factors; 5. Formation of a SWOT matrix and entering the selected factors into it
according to the prioritization; 6. Comparing internal and external factors with each other and
determining SO, WO, ST, and WT strategies. The data collected from the interviews were
analyzed word-by-word using qualitative content analysis. To do this, after reviewing the text of
the interviews and extracting the statements (open codes), the statements were categorized using
semantic proximity. Finally, a matrix structure was formed for each thematic category, and the
cumulative relative frequency was presented (the sum of the frequencies of the statements
forming each thematic category divided by the number of statements forming that thematic
category). In this way, it can be determined which category has the highest priority from the
perspective of the people studied.

Results and Discussion

The results showed that from the student's point of view, dissatisfaction with the officials was
the most important weakness; the quality of teaching by the teachers was the most important
strength; the suitable location of the Kurdistan province in the agricultural sector was the most
important opportunity; and cultural problems were the most important threat to the agricultural
high school in Sanandaj. From the teachers' point of view, the weakness in the student
recruitment process was the most important; the quality of the management system was the most
important strength; improving the education policies was the most important opportunity; and
cultural problems were the most important threat to the agricultural high school in Sanandaj.

Conclusion and Recommendations

From the perspective of the students studied in this research, the weaknesses of the agricultural
high school in Sanandaj County include equipment, the evaluation process, the content of
textbooks, and dissatisfaction with the officials. Among these, dissatisfaction with the high
school officials was mentioned as the most important weakness of this educational center.
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However, the teachers mentioned the students' entrepreneurial characteristics, equipment,
teachers' dissatisfaction with the working conditions, and the recruitment process as the
weaknesses of this educational center. The weakness of equipment and facilities was one of the
issues that both groups of students and teachers mentioned and considered it as one of the issues
that have reduced the quality of education in the agricultural high school in Sanandaj and, in
some cases, even made it difficult to achieve educational goals.
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