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Introduction

Unemployment has become a major problem today and has attracted the attention of experts and
policymakers in many countries. It can be said that the stability and collapse of some countries
depend on the solution to the unemployment crisis. This problem is more severe in developing
countries, including Iran. The unemployment rate in Iran has increased exponentially in recent
decades. The increase in the unemployment rate among graduates of the Iranian agricultural higher
education system due to the low job creation rate has led to attention to promoting entrepreneurial
behavior among this group.Although the entrepreneurship literature has increasingly focused on
examining the factors affecting students' entrepreneurial intention based on intention-based models,
no coherent study has been conducted to identify the role of contextual factors in shaping students'
entrepreneurial intention, especially agricultural students in the Iranian higher education system. To
fill this research gap, the present study examined the effect of three important contextual variables,
namely perceived university support, perceived government support, and perceived environmental
support, on the entrepreneurial intention of students in the Iranian agricultural higher education
system, using the theory of planned behavior.

Research method

The statistical sample of the research included 455 fourth-year undergraduate students in agricultural
fields in the Iranian higher education system, who were selected using a multi-stage sampling
method from 9 universities in the country.Students from the University of Tehran (48 students), Razi
University (41 students), Tabriz University (61 students), Isfahan University of Technology (30
students), Zabol University (83 students), Ferdowsi University of Mashhad (42 students), Ramin
University of Agriculture and Natural Resources (64 students), Gorgan University of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources (49 students), and three students from Shiraz University were
selected as the participants of the study. The first part of the research questionnaire consisted of 18
items to measure the constructs of the theory of planned behavior, including attitude towards
entrepreneurship, perceived behavioral control, subjective norms, and entrepreneurial intention, and
the second part consisted of 14 items to measure contextual factors. Partial least squares structural
equation modeling (PLS-SEM) was used to analyze the research data.

Results and Discussion

The findings showed that the level of entrepreneurial intention among agricultural students was low
to moderate.In other words, more than half of the students in the study had a weak desire to start a
new business.The lack of interest among students in starting businesses may be due to motivational
factors as well as external variables. The research results showed that Iranian agricultural students did
not understand their abilities and skills in controlling and managing behaviors related to starting a
new business. The findings showed that the attitude of Iranian agricultural students towards
entrepreneurship was unfavorable.In addition, the results also showed that most agricultural students
rated the level of support and approval of their family, friends, and other close relatives (subjective
norms) for entrepreneurial activities as moderate to weak.The results of the structural equation
modeling showed that the variables of attitude towards entrepreneurship, subjective norms,
perceived behavioral control, as well as perceived university support and perceived environmental
support had a positive and significant effect on the entrepreneurial intention of agricultural students
in the Iranian higher education system; however, the effect of perceived government support on the
entrepreneurial intention of students was not confirmed.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Entrepreneurship plays a vital role in advancing economic development and improving the living
standards of people in society.Promoting entrepreneurship among university graduates can be very
effective in creating jobs and reducing the problem of unemployment.One of the factors that is
strongly related to predicting entrepreneurial behavior is entrepreneurial intention.This study, which
was conducted to identify the role of contextual factors in the formation of entrepreneurial intention
among agricultural students in the Iranian higher education system based on the theory of planned
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behavior, examined the impact of three important contextual factors, namely 1) perceived university
support, 2) perceived government support, and 3) perceived environmental support on
entrepreneurial intention of students in the Iranian higher education system of agriculture. The results
showed that contextual factors can be used to predict students' entrepreneurial intentions and
behaviors in the Iranian higher education system. The results of this study provide evidence that it is
possible to integrate contextual factors into Ajzen's (1991) theory of planned behavior to predict the
entrepreneurial intention of Iranian agricultural students .

Therefore, the findings of this study have appropriate theoretical and practical implications for
researchers, policymakers, planners, and educators in the Iranian higher education system of
agriculture in order to promote entrepreneurship among agricultural students.In terms of theoretical
implications, the results of this study revealed the importance of integrating contextual factors into
the theory of planned behavior model in situations where there is no special attention to
entrepreneurship. Based on the research results, practical implications suggest using active teaching
and learning methods such as brainstorming, experiential and service learning, practical group and
teamwork, critical thinking, and problem-solving in teaching agricultural subjects to professors and
instructors of higher education in agriculture in Iran.
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