Pathology of Iran's Higher Education System with Emphasis on Triple Axis

Fatemeh Ordoo':'®

1. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Governance, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author), E-mail:

f.ordoo@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 23 April 2023

Received in revised form: 19
July 2023

Accepted: 27 July 2023

Published online:

4 October 2023

Keywords:

Governance, Higher Education
Governance , Planning,
Challenges, Policies, Iran's
Higher Education System.

Today, most pundits and experts, the higher education system, are the most influential
institutions in promoting the cultural, political, economic and social level. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is to study the pathology of higher education in Iran with emphasis
on the triple axis and also to determine its dimensions and components in the form of a
conceptual model of research. The statistical population of this study was professors,
authorities and actors involved in policy making , decision making and planning specialist
of higher education in the field of research. The subjects were selected using a qualitative
research method and through interviewing 18 experts with purposeful snowball method,
conducting semi-structured interviews. Validity of the findings was investigated by
collaborative adaptation and peer review. Open and axial encryption is used to analyze the
data. The findings show that there are conceptual propositions, 4 main categories
(dimension) and 13 subcategories. These factors involve: 1. The functional factor of
behavioral content: (Attitudinal factors, value and assumption factors - Research -
Professional features), 2. Communication and interactive factor :( inconsistency between
policy-making and planning organizations —Feedback factors- socio-economic factors) 3.
Structural factors: (the structure of decision-makering and planning institutions , financial
factors, legal and information factors), 4. the underlying factors (the field of recognition of
higher education - the macro-structure (decentralization) -culture), whose relationships in the
conceptual model of the research is drawn up. Therefore, due to the issues and problems
encountered in this research, along with the achievements, shortcomings and serious
weaknesses, it is possible to overcome the problems and challenges facing Iran's higher
education system by revising the laws and regulations and greater interaction of the decision-
making bodies.
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