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A Study on the Doubt about the Contradiction of Wishing
for Death with the Divine Status of Mary (AS) in verse 23 of
Surah Maryam *

Ali Sameni !
Maryam Rezaei 2

ABSTRACT

At first glance, there seems to be a contradiction between the phrase
“Ya laytani mittu gqaba hadha” [I wish I had died before this] in verse 23
of Surah Maryam, which refers to Mary’s wish to die, and her divine
status as a chosen human being, and this, per se, contradicts the guidance
of the Holy Qur’an by quoting this saying of Maryam (AS) .Since it is
important to remove the doubts from the aforementioned verse and
resolve these problems due to their connection to theological issues and
beliefs, and because no independent research has been conducted on this
issue, the current research using a descriptive-analytical approach, with an
emphasis on the opinions of commentators searches the answers for the
mentioned doubt.

The result of this study is that the phrase “I wish I had died before
this” does not contradict the status of Mary (AS) nor does it oppose her
position regarding patience, gratitude, and contentment. On the contrary,
this statement indicates the intensity of her concern for position of
pureness and chastity, and the difficulty of bearing such an accusation
against her purity. Therefore, this statement in itself was a perfection for
her; because it indicates the intensity of her closeness to God Almighty.
Now, with the removal of the first doubt, the second doubt also
disappears, and the wisdom of quoting this saying from Mary (AS)
becomes clear, in addition to indicating her divine status by referring to
the fact that she came out of a difficult and exhausting test with pride, as
well as indicating that God’s mercy, abundance and grace have no limits
to His devoted servants.

KEYWORDS: Surah Maryam, Wish for Death, Patience, Gratitude, Contentment with
God's Will.
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