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Critique of the principles of the nature of quranic prophetic
revelation in the thought of nasr hamed abu zayd with

empbhasis on al-mizan*

Hossein Alavi Mehr !

ABSTRACT

Revelation is a theological, interpretive and philosophical subject
and is considered one of the most fundamental religious teachings. The
present study, in an analytical and critical way, critiques the principles of
recognizing the nature of revelation from the perspective of Nasr Hamed
Abu Zayd as a representative of the intellectual current.

Abu Zayd's most important principles about the nature of Qur'anic
revelation are his consideration of the words of the Holy Qur'an as the
words of the Prophet, the historicalization of Qur'anic revelation, and
considering it as a religious experience. The basis for his taking the words
of the Qur’an as the words of the Prophet is his reliance on some verses
and rational evidence, the difference in readings, and the existence of
abrogating and abrogated verses in the Qur’an; the basis for his taking the
revelation of the Qur’an as a historical issue is his reference to the
interrelationship between the occurrence of the Qur’an and the coherence
between its gradual revelation and the issue of revelation as a historical
issue; and the basis for his considering the issue of revelation as a
religious experience is his reliance on historical evidence. Therefore all of
this has been criticized on the basis of rational and Quranic arguments
according to the origins and opinions of Quranic thinkers, as it has been
proven the divine nature of the words and meanings of Quranic
revelation, and that it is not limited to the time and place of the era of
revelation, and the non-interference of man in the process of revelation.
The challenge of the Qur’an, the miracle of its eloquence and rhetoric, the
fact that the Prophet was illiterate, and the verses that stipulate the
revelation of the Qur’an in Arabic from God, prove the revelation-base of
the words of the Qur’an.

KEYWORDS: The nature of Quranic revelation, Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd, Principles of
revelationolgy of Abu Zayd, Consideration of Quranic words as one of Prophet’s,
Historicalization of Qur'anic revelation, Religious experience.
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