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The weakness of social ethics in cyberspace from the perspective of
moral sensitivity
Hassan Boosaliki”

Abstract

The escalating prevalence of misconduct in modern society has prompted
intellectuals and policymakers to address the issue proactively, seeking
preventive measures to avoid reaching an irreparable state of moral decay.
Presently, cyberspace serves as a breeding ground for misconduct, surpassing
the physical realm in terms of frequency and severity. This paper aims to
examine the underlying reasons for the heightened occurrence of unethical
behaviors towards others in cyberspace compared to the physical world. The
scope of the current research focuses primarily on communicative misconduct,
encompassing acts such as defamation and privacy violations, while excluding
individual harm, such as addiction to pornography. Drawing on James Rest's
Four Component Model theory, the research hypothesis posits that
contemporary communication tools in cyberspace indirectly contribute to the
erosion of individuals' ethical sensitivity, thereby fostering a permissive
environment for ethical misconduct. Empirical evidence from studies in ethical
psychology, behavioral economics, and other relevant branches of psychology is
presented to substantiate this hypothesis.

Keywords
Ethics, Moral Sensitivity, Virtual Communications, Social Ethics, Cyberspace,
Ethical Psychology.
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