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Abstract

The existence of evils in the world has long been a concern for
thinkers throughout history. The strains of suffering these evils
create have prompted them to contemplate various aspects of
these phenomena. In divine religions, the belief in a perfect and
merciful God often appears to be in conflict with the existence of
these evils. Religious thinkers have exerted considerable theorical
efforts to resolve the apparent contradiction between the
existence of God and evil. Among these thinkers, Ikhwan al-
Safa's perspectives on evil are less discussed. Their approach to
the problem of evil is Platonic-Plotinian, to which they have
added their own elements. By differentiating between first
intention and second intention, they mostly categorize examples
of evil as belonging to the latter, thus preserving the perfect
attributes of God. Additionally, their belief in the influence of
celestial bodies on the fortune or misfortune of human fate, the
association between evil and disbelief with reprehensible ethics,
and goodness and faith with commendable morals, as well as
their treatment of the issue of evil concerning animals, are among
the prominent aspects of their perspective. However, their
viewpoint is not without flaws. These include some ambiguities in
the presentation of their arguments and a lack of sufficient
reasoning for their claims.
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