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Abstract

Using a descriptive-analytical method, this paper explains the
psychological conditions of moral responsibility, analyzes Milla Sadra’s
viewpoint in this regard, and expresses its similarities with the views of
some contemporary compatibilists. The conditions of moral responsibility
can be divided into two kins: 1. the cognitive conditions and 2. the
controlling conditions, which include: a) the power and ability, and b) the
will and freewill. In his emphasizing on the cognitive and controlling
conditions of considering the agent as responsible, Miilla Sadra uses both
rational and philosophical principles and the religious texts such as the
Qur’an and Hadith. By expressing the condition of mental maturity and
health for the responsible agent, Milla Sadra has emphasized on the
normative characteristics needed for responsibility, and his viewpoint is
similar to Frankfurt’s view of “the true self” and Fischer’s and Wolff’s
views of “normative desert”. Also, based on the foundations of
Transcendent Philosophy, we should talk about the degrees of having
normative desert, based on which responsibility will be a graded thing, and
its scope, intensity and weakness will be different in human beings. Thus,
the responsibility of human beings is not the same, and every human being
has a moral responsibility according to his existential degree and his
abilities and capacities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

My main purpose in this paper is to examine the conditions of moral
responsibility from Milla Sadra’s viewpoint and from the perspective of
moral psychology, and to state briefly some of the similarities between his
viewpoint and the views of Frankfurt, Fischer and Wolf.

Conditions of Responsibility from Miilla Sadra’s Viewpoint

The conditions of responsibilityt from Mialla Sadra’s viewpoint can be
divided into two main kinds:

1. The controlling condition: this kind of condition refers to characteristics
such as power, ability and freewill in the agent.

2. The cognitive condition: this kind of condition points to the intellectual
ability to know the things and to act according to it.

The Ability of the soul and Responsibility

Miilla Sadra considers the ability to act and speak and to take possession of
the perceptive powers and the moving organs as God’s gifts to man.
According to him, a man’s obligation and responsibility depends on his
sovereignty on his own powers.

Knowledge and Responsibility

According to Milla Sadra, having an animal soul provides the ground for
responsibility, because the animal soul makes the most of people able to do
their obligations. We don’t take children and the mad men as responsible
for their actions because they lack this ability.

The Real of Responsibility

From Milla Sadra’s view, not only the external actions, but also some of
the internal principles of actions, i.e. the intention to do an action, are
voluntary and, therefore, are covered by responsibility.

The Reactive Attitude and the Objective Attitude

In explaining the place of responsibility, Strawson pays attention to the
role of reactive attitude of human beings in relation with others. In his
view, we have two kinds of attitudes towards the behavior of others:

1. The reactive attitude: In this attitude, we face others with feelings such
as resentment and anger or appreciation and admiration. By our reactive
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attitude, we see the behavior of others as blameworthy or praiseworthy and
worthy of punishment or reward.

2. The objective attitude: in the objective attitude towards the behavior of
others, instead of reacting and expressing anger or satisfaction, we see
others as beings in need of being cured and controlled.

The new views of this issue are divided into two kinds:

11 Views of “the true self”

2. Views of “normative desert”

Conclusion

In his emphasizing on the cognitive and controlling conditions of
considering the agent as responsible, Malla Sadra uses both the rational
and philosophical principles and the religious texts such as.the Qur’an and
Hadith. The ability to act and the freewill for doing many actions are
undoubted, and are revealed to us by presential knowledge and the inner
experience. Reaching the habitual intellect is a cognitive condition for
responsibility, and therefore those who suffer from cognitive disorders and
their ability to discern is weak, are not blamed or praised.

By distinguishing between the hearty and the inner actions, Malla Sadra
doesn’t consider a man as responsible for his fancies and the desire
resulting from them, but he considers a man’s decision, zeal and intention
as blameworthy or praiseworthy and worthy of punishment or reward.
Thus, in his view, the realm of human responsibility includes both many
external actions and some internal actions.

In Milla Sadra’s view, the main difference between human and animal
acts relates to the formulation and structure of issuance of the act from men
and animals. While the acts of animals issue from the desire and its
intensity (the emphasized desire), the will or practical reason is effective in
the issuance of human acts. Man is aware of his desires and can want or
not want his desires. Hence, the man has two kinds of desires: the first-
order desires or natural tendencies to do certain acts, and the second-order
desires, which can be the objects of the first-order desires. The animals
lack the second-order desires and do their acts only by their natural
tendencies. Therefore, it is only a human being who can blame and praise
himself and see himself as responsible for desiring the things.

Milla Sadra’s viewpoint of the gradability of desires, which is based on
the principle of gradedness, corresponds to the stages of the world and the
stages of human being. This viewpoint can be an acceptable standard for
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valuing human beings according to their desires and actions and show that
how the soul, while it is simple and one, has the ability to judge about itself
and can see itself as responsible or excusable. It can be said that Milla
Sadra’s view in_this regard, in addition to having the advantages of the
views of “the true self” such as Frankfurt’s view, provides a justified basis
for responsibility.

By stating the condition of mental maturity and health for the responsible
agent, Milla Sadra has emphasized on the normative characteristics needed
for responsibility, and his viewpoint is similar to the new viewpoints of the
normative desert such as the viewpoints of Fisher and Wolff. He has
emphasized on various genetic and environmental factors in the formation
of these characteristics and their differences in human beings. Also, based
on the foundations of Transcendental Philosophy, we should talk about the
degrees of having normative desert, based on which, responsibility will be
a graded thing, and its scope, intensity and weakness will be different in
human beings. Thus, the responsibility of human beings is not the same,
and every human being has a moral responsibility according to his
existential degree and his abilities and capacities.
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