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1. Trump’s State of the Union speech:

The terrorist responsible for killing Sergeant Hake was Qasem Soleimani, who provided
the deadly roadside bomb that took Chris’s life. Soleimani was the Iranian Regime’s
most ruthless butcher. He murdered thousands of American servicemembers in Irag. As
the world’s top terrorist, Soleimani orchestrated the deaths of countless men, women, and
children. He directed the December assault on United States Forces in Irag, and was
actively planning new attacks. That is why, last month, at my direction, the United States
Military executed a flawless precision strike that killed Soleimani and terminated his evil
reign of terror forever. Available at: www.vox.com

2. Pompeo on Soleimani, Iran Tensions:

On January 3, Secretary of State Pompeo alleged that Qassem Soleimani, the head of
Iran’s elite Qods Force, was planning an “imminent attack” on Americans. In several
interviews with the press, he argued that the United States would have been negligent if it
had not killed the general in a drone strike on January 0. “The American people would
have said that we weren’t doing the right thing to protect and defend American lives,” he
told NBC on January 5. But he declined to offer details about the plot other than that
dozens, if not hundreds, of American lives were at stake. “I can’t talk too much about the
nature of the threats, but the American people should know that President Trump’s
decision to remove Qasem Soleimani from the battlefield saved American lives,” he told
CNN.
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Pompeo said that the drone strike was intended to deter Iran from future attacks on U.S.
interests. “I hope that the Iranian leadership will see that and they’ll see American resolve
and that their decision will be to de-escalate, to take actions consistent with what normal
nations do. And in the event that they do not, in the event they go the other direction, |
know that President Trump and the entire United States Government is prepared to
respond appropriately,” he told Fox News.

Pompeo dismissed questions about the legality of the targeted killing. “He’s a military
commander who was actively engaged in plotting to kill Americans in the region. We had
an important set of underlying reasons to take this strike. It was wholly lawful. We’re
confident that we not only got it right legally but we got it right strategically,” he added.
The following is a roundup of Pompeo’s interviews with the press since the drone strike.
Available at: www.iranprimer.usip.org & CNN, «Pompeo: Strike on Soleimani disrupted
an ‘imminent attack’ and ‘saved American lives’», 3 janvier 2020,
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/03/politics/mike-pompeo-iran-soleimani-strike-
cnntv/index. html.
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