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Introduction

Obsession is a chronic anxiety disorder that is associated with excessive
mental preoccupation with order and detail, as well as perfectionism, to the
extent that it leads to the loss of flexibility, openness, and efficiency, which,
despite the high prevalence, is one of the most resistant disorders to
treatment.Obsessive-compulsive disorder sufferers experience a range of
emotional reactions when faced with situations that trigger obsessive
thoughts and actions. There are individual differences related to the
sensitivity to these emotions and the way they are regulated, which is called
emotional regulation (Hoffman, Carpenter, & Joshua, 2016). Therefore, the
purpose of this research was to investigate the structural relationships
between borderline personality disorder symptoms and attachment styles
with obsessive symptoms through emotion regulation.

Method

Research design the present is a descriptive correlation (Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM) and its sampling method is cluster random, so
that 5 faculties of Tabriz University were randomly selected and 200
questionnaires were randomly distributed among the faculties. In order to
measure the signs of obsession from the obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCI-R) list, borderline personality traits from the Borderline Personality
Disorder (STB) questionnaire, and attachment styles from the Hazen and
shaver and Emotion Regulation Questionnaire from Gross and John (2003)
The data were analyzed through structural equation modeling
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Results

The obtained data were analyzed through structural equation modeling.
The results showed that the effect of borderline personality disorder on
obsessive symptoms is significant with an effect size of 0.35. The effect of
borderline personality disorder on reappraisal is significant with an effect
size of -0.52, and the effect of borderline personality disorder on repression
is significant with an effect size of 0.38. The effect of borderline personality
disorder on obsessive symptoms due to reappraisal is significant with an
effect size of -0.36, and the effect of borderline personality disorder on
obsessive symptoms due to suppression is significant with an effect size of
0.16. The effect of secure attachment on obsessive symptoms is significant
with an effect size of -0.39. The effect of secure attachment on reappraisal
and suppression is significant with an effect size of -0.31. The effect of
avoidant attachment on obsessive symptoms is significant with an effect size
of 0.27, on reappraisal with an effect size of -0.32, and on suppression with
an effect size of 0.31. The effect of avoidant attachment on obsessive
symptoms is not significant due to reappraisal with an effect size of -0.07
and suppression with an effect size of 0.06. The effect of ambivalent
attachment is significant on obsessive symptoms with an effect size of 0.30,
on reappraisal with an effect size of -0.29, and on suppression with an effect
size of 0.50. The effect of ambivalent attachment on obsessive symptoms
due to reappraisal is not significant with an effect size of -0.09, and the
effect of ambivalent attachment on obsessive symptoms due to suppression
is significant with an effect size of 0.15.

Discussion

Therefore, it can be concluded that the findings of this research can have
important practical effects for clinical therapists and psychologists to pay attention
to the structural relationships of borderline personality disorder symptoms and
attachment styles with obsessive symptoms through emotional regulation.
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Table 1.
Mean and standard deviation of obsessive-compulsive disorder, attachment style and
borderline personality disorder

The highest The lowest Standard

Score index Number score score deviation Mean
Signs of obsession 190 41 11 7/78 25.71
Obsession to wash 190 8 3 1/02 5.31
Obsessive compulsive disoeder 190 10 3 1/21 6.12
Obsession to accumulation 190 5 2 1/49 3.18
Obsession with order 190 2 1/89 4.29
Obsession to order 190 2 1/09 3.92
Obsession to neutralization 190 2 1/02 2.89
Signs of borderline personality 190 27 8 6/12 19.27
Disappointment 190 10 5 2/02 6.41
Impulsivity 190 12 5 2/80 7.28
Dissociation &paranoia 190 9 3 1/30 5.58
Secure attachment 190 7 2 1/74 4.34
Avoidance 190 2 1/72 3.11
Ambivalence 190 7 2 1/89 3.45
Re evaluation 190 24 8 3/97 16.59
Repression 190 21 7 3/57 14.84

Do) i gla pite ((Sten Dlalllas 53 8 el 03V (55 e opl b Gillas
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Table 2.
Multiple alignment indices of the studied variables
k= 9
= g g 2
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1.11 1.10 1.27  1.28 1.23 1.15 1.20 1.16 1.09 VIF

1.90 0.91 0.79 0.78 0.81 0.87 0.83 0.86 0.92  Tolerance
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Table 3.
BootstroopTest result
Independed Mediator Depended B(ﬁ)lt);)tlrl-; Effect ¢ Sig
variable variable variable Up pl oW size P<0/05

Borderline personality disorder - Signs of obsession 0.41 0.30 0.35 3.87 0.001
Borderline personality disorder - Re-evaluation -0.57 -0.47 -0.52 -5.11 0.001
Borderline personality disorder - suppresion 043 0.33 0.38 3.92 0.001
Borderline personality disorder Re-evaluation Signs of obsession -0.30 -0.41 -0.36 -3.87 0.001
Borderline personality disorder suppresion Signs of obsession 0.21 0.11 0.16 2.30 0.01
Secure attachment - Signs of obsession -0.44 -0.35 -0.39 -3.89 0.001
Secure attachment - Re-evaluation 0.55 0.44 0.50 5.02 0.001
Secure attachment - suppresion -0.56 -0.47 -0.52 -5.13 0.001
Secure attachment Re-evaluation Signs of obsession -0.39 -0.30 -0.35 -3.89 0.001
Secure attachment suppresion Signs of obsession -0.35 -0.27 -0.31 -3.68 0.001
Avoidance attachment - Signs of obsession 0.31 0.24 0.27 341 0.001
Avoidance attachment - Re-evaluation -0.36 -0.27 -0.32 -3.71 0.001
Avoidance attachment - suppresion 0.34 0.26 0.31 3.67 0.001
Avoidance attachment Re-evaluation Signs of obsession -0.11 -0.03 -0.07 -1.81 0.07
Avoidance attachment suppresion Signs of obsession 0.10 0.02 0.06 1.51 0.11
Ambivalent attachment - Signs of obsession 0.35 0.24 0.30 3.62 0.001
Ambivalent attachment - Re-evaluation -0.33 -0.26 -0.29 -3.59 0.001
Ambivalent attachment - suppresion 0.55 0.46 0.50 5.01 0.001
Ambivalent attachment Re-evaluation Signs of obsession -0.14 0.05 -0.09 -1.92 0.06
Ambivalent attachment suppresion Signs of obsession 0.21 0.11 0.15 225 0.02
Re-evaluation - Signs of obsession -0.63 -0.54 -0.60 -6.29 0.001

suppresion - Signs of obsession 0.47 0.37 0..42 4.16 0.001
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Table 4.
The model for measuring the structural relationship of the studied variables with
obsessive symptom

NFI CF1 AGFI GFI p x/df df X RMSEA

0.93 0.94 0.95 0.96 0.001 2 124 248 0.03
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1. The model for mersuring the structural relationships of the studied variables with
obsessive-compulsive symptom
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