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to high effectiveness in economic development, including job
creation, innovation in businesses and competitiveness, etc. The
aim of the present study was to investigate the effect of mental
vitality and spiritual intelligence on entrepreneurial competence
through the mediation of social capital in female students of
Payam Noor University, Shiraz.

Method: The research method is descriptive-correlation. The
statistical population of the research was 13,000 female students
of Payam Noor Shiraz Center, out of which 250 were selected by
cluster sampling. The tools used in this research included Mental
Vitality Questionnaire (Deci and Ryan, 1977), King's Spiritual
Intelligence Questionnaire (SISRI) (2008), Entrepreneurial
Competence (Zandi, 2012), Delaviz Social Capital Questionnaire
(2014).
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The few researches that have been conducted
in the field of employment of higher education
graduates in Iran show that higher education
curricula have not been very successful in
developing and strengthening the competencies
needed by graduates of various fields, and after
entering the job field due to lack of competencies,
They cause cost loss and decrease in
effectiveness in the field of work (3). Considering
the importance and role of entrepreneurship and
considering the current problems of graduates,
promoting and spreading entrepreneurship,
creating a platform for a culture that supports
entrepreneurship and educating entrepreneurs
is necessary for all societies, especially
developing societies like our country, which is
one of the duties And the prospects of higher
education are great (7). Certainly, the realization
of such missions requires mental vitality (8). In
addition to mental vitality, another factor that
plays a significant role in entrepreneurial
competence is spiritual intelligence. Spiritual
intelligence is one of multiple types of
intelligence that can grow and develop
independently (10). Entrepreneurship is
considered an important factor in economic
growth and basically, the contribution of
entrepreneurship in economic growth and
development has been widely accepted by
researchers (13). Unfortunately, domestic
researches and researches in the field of
women's entrepreneurship are very limited due
to the newness of the topic and since even
women's employment in Iran has always faced
problems, naturally, women's entrepreneurship
is facing increasing problems. Also, no research
has addressed the relationship between mental
vitality, spiritual intelligence of people, social
capital and their entrepreneurial ability.
Therefore, this research seeks to find an answer
to the question of whether mental vitality and
spiritual intelligence have an effect on
entrepreneurial competence through the
mediation of social capital in female students of
Shiraz Payam Noor University?

Methods

This research is correlational in terms of
method and quantitative in terms of type, in
terms of purpose in the field of applied research
and based on nature and method, it is a
descriptive-correlational research. The statistical
population of the research is all female students
of Payam Noor University in Shiraz, numbering
13,000 people. The sampling method in this
research was cluster sampling. According to the
type of research (structural modeling) and based

on the number of variables (Jurskog, Surbaum,
1996), 250 female students were selected as
samples in this research. The research tool is also
a standard questionnaire including: mental
vitality questionnaire made by (Deci & Ryan,
1977) and has 7 statements, based on a 5-point
scale, the subject determines the number that
indicates the correctness of the desired
statement.  King's  spiritual intelligence
questionnaire was designed and developed by
King in 2008. This questionnaire has 24 items
and its purpose is to measure the level of spiritual
intelligence from different dimensions (critical
existential thinking, production of personal
meaning, expansion of the state of consciousness,
transcendental consciousness). To measure
entrepreneurial competence, the standard Zandi
questionnaire (23) was used. Delaware's social
capital questionnaire (1384) was used to
measure social capital. This questionnaire has
been standardized to measure social capital in
students.

Findings

The participants in the research included 250
female students. Their age range was between 18
and 40 years and their average age was 25.5
years. The most statistics were related to
bachelor's degree. Descriptive findings related to
the variables of the current research for the
sample of students are shown in the table below.
To test the proposed model, structural equation
modeling using AMOS/18 software was used.
Mediation relationships of the final model were
also tested using the bootstrap (self-starting test)
of AMOS/18 software. In the test and
determination of the model, the modified model
was tested as the final model and compared with
the proposed model. Since in the step of
estimating the model, the proposed observation
had a good fit, and all the paths were significant,
so the fit of the model was confirmed without any
modification. The RMSEA, TLI, and AGFI index
indicate a very good fit of the proposed model, so
the proposed model has a favorable fit and the
general hypothesis of the research is confirmed.
All path coefficients of the final model are
significant. Referring to the standard coefficients
mentioned in Table No. 4, the path coefficient of
the direct effect of mental vitality, spiritual
intelligence and social capital on entrepreneurial
competence is not significant ($=0.21, =0.162,
f=0.285, P < 0.05). This finding confirms
hypothesis 1 to 3 of the proposed structural
model. Considering that zero is outside the
confidence interval, the indirect effect of mental
vitality on entrepreneurial competence through
social capital is significant, and hypothesis 4 of
the proposed model is confirmed. Considering
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that zero is outside the confidence interval, the
indirect effect of spiritual intelligence on
entrepreneurial competence through social
capital is significant, and hypothesis 5 of the
proposed model is confirmed.

Discussion

The results showed that spiritual intelligence
has a significant effect on students'
entrepreneurial competence. This finding is in
line with the researches of Safari Jafarlou and
colleagues (17) and (20). In explaining this
finding, it can be said that spiritual intelligence
increases the entrepreneurial competence of
people. This finding of the research can be
explained in this way that spiritual intelligence
emphasizes the knowledge and worldview of the
person from the material world around him and
the spiritual world and beyond himself. The
results indicated a significant effect of social
capital on entrepreneurial competence. This
finding is in line with the researches of (19). In
explaining this finding, it can be said that the
decrease or increase of social capital causes the
decrease and increase of entrepreneurial
competence in an individual. The results showed
that mental vitality has a significant effect on
entrepreneurial competence due to the
mediating role of social capital. This finding is in
line with the researches of Zarandi et al. (18),
(19). In explaining this finding, it should be said
that mental vitality affects entrepreneurial
competence both directly and indirectly through
the mediation of social capital. Also, the results
showed that spiritual intelligence has a
significant effect on entrepreneurial competence
due to the mediating role of social capital. This
finding is in line with the researches of Safari
Jafarlou et al. (17), (20) and (19). In explaining
this finding, it can be said that spiritual
intelligence is both directly and indirectly
through the mediation of social capital on
entrepreneurial competence. It is effective. It can
be said that by developing educational and
practical programs to increase spiritual
intelligence and social capital, an effective step
can be taken in the direction of the development
of entrepreneurial competence in people.
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