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Accessibility is the key to high-impact social conditioning as well as the secret behind

Received: successful city spaces. For this purpose, this study endeavors to investigate the
i‘gclg/fgj? accessibility and social interactions of people in Mellat Park of Mashhad city (as the
10/02‘3/202‘4 most important park with an urban function). The descriptive-analytical study and its
Publisher online: variables include: the spatial location of the elements of the park and the degree of the
17/02/2024 correspondence of public traffic. The mass of the sample with regard to the number of

visitors and the type of statistical tests, was determined to be 200 people. After
conducting documentary-based research and composing the conceptual model of the
research, all elements located within the park (including 920 locations), were extracted
using a GPS device and were saved in the location database. Three models were utilized
as a means to analyze the data, including: 1) classic statistics (quantitative and
experimental tables), 2) spatial positioning and its criteria (connection, choice,
interconnection, width, and depth), and 3) structural equations. The results indicate that,
from the perspective of accessibility, Mellat Park is functionally diverse. On the other
hand, the estimation of the spatial positioning criteria demonstrates that a part of the park
is not placed within the walking area of visitors. In addition, the results of the survey also
indicate that people are unaware of the locations of some important elements. The
findings of this study concerning the patterns of people’s interactions indicated that, in
spite of the relatively proper interaction of the people with each other, these interactions
were not deep and only included short chats. Also, the results of the structural equations
demonstrated that, among the locations within the park, the Martyrs’ grave, the coffee
shop, the sports equipment, the lake, and the green area play the biggest role in initiating

Keywords: social interactions. Deductions based on the findings of this study indicate that, the three
Mellat Park, Accessibility of subjects of functional diversity, spatial positioning, and the value of the elements within
space, Social interactions, the space can be considered as major factors for the realization of widespread social
Mashhad city. interactions within the background of urban areas.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In urban spaces, investigating social interactions and spatial capabilities related to it is very important; Because
the increase of social interactions is one of the important factors in the formation of social capital and it affects
the sense of belonging of the citizens. Meanwhile, a dynamic and lively life depends on the amount and
intensity of social interactions among citizens, and the harmony between them depends on the satisfaction of
psychological needs. And it is socially influential. Social interaction is a natural human need to establish a
relationship between two or more people that causes a reaction between them. This interaction can be a look,
conversation and communication or a physical issue between people, which itself requires appropriate events
and activities, and as a result, the role of citizens in urban spaces and their membership in social networks and
groups. One of the public arenas that can be the basis for establishing communication and social interactions of
citizens are parks. Meanwhile, Bostan Mellat is one of the important spaces that, due to its quality, can create
many social interactions. The quality of space in this research includes issues such as the quality of urban
furniture and how to place them, the type of paths, the presence of important point, linear and surface elements
in it and their location. In such a way that this research examines their impact on the social interactions of
citizens.

Study Area

The studied area is Bustan Mellat, Mashhad. Mellat Park, one of the oldest parks in Mashhad, was built in 1343
in a place outside the city, and later, due to the physical growth of Mashhad, it was located in its context. This
garden is located in the west of Mashhad city, on the side of VVakil Abad highway and on the northwest side of
Azadi Contract intersection.

Material and Methods

According to the purpose of the research, this study is descriptive-analytical. For this purpose, at first, by
studying related sources, a conceptual model was developed. In the following, several field visits were made to
Mashhad's national garden, and its various functions were observed. In this visit, the position of all the
important point and functional elements of the park was taken through GPS (including 941 positions) and
entered into the location information database. In addition, the map of the paths of Bostan (including 17
thousand meters long) was also completed. Further, by conducting a survey operation and completing 200
questionnaires from garden visitors, the functional dimensions related to the topic of people's interaction were
collected and the collected data was entered into the SPSS statistical database. In order to analyze the data,
three categories of spatial arrangement methods, classical statistics (descriptive statistics, t-test and correlation),
and structural equation method were used.

Result and Discussion

In a summary of the accessibility of Bustan Mellat, it can be said as follows: In terms of functional diversity,
Bostan Mellat has favorable conditions, which has brought about the accessibility of the space. However, the
evaluation of the presence of the garden space from the perspective of location and the level of familiarity with
the elements of the Quran showed that some areas are not in a suitable location. This issue has caused people to
be less familiar with these elements and their position. Also, the results show that among the independent
variables, only five variables of martyrs' graves, sports equipment, coffee shop, water lake and green space had
a significant effect on social interactions. In other words, these elements have played the greatest role in the
occurrence of social behaviors in the garden.

Conclusion

The present study showed that Mellat Park, although it has a high public interest in the presence of people, a
deep level of interaction does not occur in its space. The findings showed that people's general interest is in the
elements that are on their path and the nodes located on this path, which can be upgraded to people's
residences, have a high potential for the formation of social interactions. On the other hand, high public
approval does not necessarily lead to the formation of extensive interactions; But the content presented can also
play an important role in this field. Therefore, the three issues of position, function and the amount of value
produced, each of them is effective in the realization of social interactions in a way, which should be taken into
consideration as the study axes of the researchers. At the same time, it can be stated that the proper quality of
the components of Bostan Mellat has not led to an increase in the communication and mutual interaction of
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citizens; In other words, it can be said that for the formation of social interactions, the quality of the physical
and appearance elements of the urban space alone is not enough, and other factors should be considered to
improve the social interactions in Bostan Mellat between citizens. These factors can include planned measures
such as encouraging citizens to use the space of Bostan Mellat, creating interactive opportunities such as events
and social activities, promoting the culture of participation and social interaction, providing services and
facilities in the park and creating a sense of security and peace in it. ; Therefore, it can be concluded that in
order to establish social interactions, it is not enough to admire and pay attention to the quality of Bostan Mellat
only from the physical aspect and beauty elements; Rather, attention should be paid to creating facilities and
conditions that facilitate social interactions in Bostan Mellat.

Key words: Mellat Park, Accessibility of space, Social interactions, Mashhad city.
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