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The social function of space is one of the most important functions of urban spaces,
Received: which creates the possibility of engaging in meaningful interactions with society,
150052028 socialization, the formation of a sense of place and the opportunity to gather and enjoy
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10/06/2023 the experience with others in citizens. Unfortunately, in different cities of Iran, over the
Accepted: past years, these social functions of spaces have undergone many changes under the
25/12/2023 influence of political economy and development plans. For this purpose, the present
Publisher online: study was written with the aim of Identifying the influencing factors of political
06/01/2024 economy and development plans on changing social functions of new urban spaces

(region 3) and old (region 12) of Tehran metropolis and to provide solutions to develop
positive social functions of urban spaces. Therefore, the research method in the present
study is applied in terms of purpose and analytical and exploratory in nature. Also, the
analysis of the studied urban spaces has been done using the Delphi method (opinion of
16 elites and managers) and the application of cross-impact analysis technique in
MICMAC software. Findings indicate that the most effective in changing the social
functions of urban spaces in Tehran (new and old) are related to the components of lack
of proper formation of the relationship between economy, society and government,
incoherence and proper relationship between economic, social, environmental and
functional dimensions and body elements in the design of urban spaces and the lack of
benefit from people with different tastes and preferences is at the forefront. The results
also show that the gradual changes of old urban spaces in recent years and their
modernization along with the effects of modernism, have caused these spaces to be
unable to meet the daily needs of residents and their social role is reduced.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban spaces are an essential element in human interaction and communication and provide the necessary
mechanism for role-playing and social supervision. In this regard, the appropriateness of the space, the meaning
of the "identity" of the space, the degree of social accessibility and the vitality of the space are of significant
importance in the quantity and quality of social interactions and the components of social capital (trust,
solidarity and social participation). Having said that, one of the characteristics of a good city, in addition to
having economic opportunities, attractive architecture and appropriate cultural characteristics; It is appropriate
to have social connections, which manifests itself in the context of urban spaces. Also, the urban space is the
result of the "functions” of human behavior with social and public dimensions, and the "function" pattern of
social activities is the result of the interactive system between society and society's culture with urban spaces.
Therefore, the issue of the functioning of urban spaces is an important and significant issue and the functioning
of urban spaces should provide access to all groups and be an arena for the presence of all users and a platform
for the occurrence of all kinds of activities, especially social activities. In the past, these spaces have been
suitable for the social and cultural needs of the society, creating a platform for all kinds of social activities, but
with the passage of time, these social functions of the urban spaces have changed due to the prevailing political
economy and the use of stereotyped designs, and they have changed from their original nature. Therefore,
investigating the influencing factors on the change of the social functions of the space and providing solutions
in order to improve these spaces and create a platform for social functions in accordance with the society's
culture is an inevitable necessity. Therefore, the aim of this article is to identify the factors influencing the
change of social functions of new (region 3) and old (region 12) spaces of Tehran metropolis with an emphasis
on political economy and development plans.

Study Area

Regarding the studied areas, it can be said that region 12 is located in the center of Tehran and is actually the
central core of all Tehran districts. This area is known as "Tehran's historical fabric area”. The fixed population
of the region is 240,909 people and the floating population of the region reaches 1,400,000 people due to the
intra-city trips due to the location of the market and the historical context. Region 3 of Tehran metropolis is
also located in the northeastern area of Tehran with a population of 330,004 people. The reason for choosing
these two regions is due to their distinct texture, the old texture (region 12) and the contemporary or new
texture (region 3) and to investigate the role of political economy and development plans on changing the
social function of the spaces of the two distinct textures.

Material and Methods

Considering that the present research seeks to develop practical knowledge in identifying the factors
influencing the change of social functions of new (region 3) and old (region 12) spaces of Tehran metropolis
with an emphasis on political economy and urban development plans, therefore the research method in terms of
purpose It is practical and analytical and exploratory in nature. In this regard, first by using the documentary
method and interviews with managers and elites, the components influencing the change of the social functions
of recognition spaces and then by using the Delphi method (16 elites and managers) and data analysis has been
done with the technique of cross-effects analysis in Micmac software.

Result and Discussion

Findings indicate that the most effective in changing the social functions of urban spaces in Tehran (new and
old) are related to the components of lack of proper formation of the relationship between economy, society
and government, incoherence and proper relationship between economic, social, environmental and functional
dimensions and body elements in the design of urban spaces and the lack of benefit from people with different
tastes and preferences is at the forefront. The results also show that the gradual changes of old urban spaces in
recent years and their modernization along with the effects of modernism, have caused these spaces to be
unable to meet the daily needs of residents and their social role is reduced.

Conclusion

Tehran's urban spaces and their social functions have undergone extensive changes under the influence of
political economy and city development plans, which is more evident in the old urban spaces (region 12). In the
first place, this is due to the lack of proper formation of the relationship between the economy, society and
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government, the lack of benefiting from diverse approaches in the political governance of the space, the lack of
attention to collective interests and well-being, and in the second place, the weakness of the city's planning and
management system in the appropriate thematics of urban spaces. , the centralized approach in the management
system, lack of attention to the inclusiveness of urban spaces and the strengthening of various functions of
these spaces has originated. On the other hand, it can be said that the technocratic management structure from
macro to micro dimensions has caused negative effects in the spatial structure of Tehran metropolis and many
changes in the functioning of its various spaces. Also, the economicization of space and the increase in the
added value of land in Iran and especially in the metropolis of Tehran have caused more attention to be paid to
the economic role of spaces and their social functions have been neglected. In line with the positive and
negative social functions of urban spaces, it can be said that over time, negative functions such as the increase
of abnormality among teenagers and young people and their lack of proper socialization have increased and the
positive functions of these spaces have decreased. Therefore, it can be said that the fundamental shortcomings
in macro structures and political economy, which is more directed towards economic interests, on the one hand,
and the weakness in the management system and development plans, on the other hand, which, with an
idealistic view and lack of proper capacity measurement, have diverted the development of the city from its
proper path, has caused a change in the social functions of Tehran's urban spaces.
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