An Intertextual Analysis of Veis and Ramin and the Story of Samak-e- Ayyar

Zahra Khakbaz®1

| Naser Nikoubakht 25|

1. Ph.D. student of lyrical literature, Persian Language and Literature Department, Tarbiat Modarres University, Tehran. Iran.

Email:z.khakbaz@modares.ac.ir

2. Professor of persian Language and Literature Department, Tarbiat Modarres University. Tehran. Iran.Email: n_nikoubakht

@modares.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 24 January 2022

Received in revised form 10
October 2022

Accepted 22 October 2022

Published online 23
September 2023

Keywords:
Intertextuality, Samak-e-
Ayyar, Veis and Ramin.

One of the main aspects of Veis and Ramin poem is its attempt at
reviving ancient Iranian culture, what we can also observe in the story of
Samak-e- Ayar an Iranian story written in the time of Seljuk Empire. The
two works borrow certain cultural elements such as the type of governing,
drinking custom, war, swearing, entertainment, hunting, among others
from the pre-Islamic era. There are some mentions of Veis and Ramin in
the story of Samak Ayyar which shows that the author was aware of this
former work. However, Samak-e- Ayyar is considered an epic work and
thus far, no intertextual analysis of these two works has been done. As
Veis and Ramin is written in poetry, and Samak-e-Ayar in prose, the
former lyrical and the latter epic, this study aims to provide an intertextual
reading of the two works. The findings suggest seven intertextual
elements: the folkloric origin, common reference to sun-king, the negative
role of nurse maid, letter writing, role playing of women, the role of music
and different types of swears.
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Extended Abstract

1.Introduction

Veis and Ramin, written by Fakhr al-Din Asa'd Gorgani, is a renown work in the ancient
culture of Iran which has influenced so many other literary works. Samak Ayar, on the other
hand, is a folkloric story which has been part of the oral literature. This work is about a sun-
king character, a prince from Halab, whose name is mentioned in Veis and Ramin before
Samak Ayar. This study aims to focus on an intertexual reading of Samak Ayar and Veis and
Ramin as both have been written in the pre-Islamic era. The cultural aspects and the lyrical
features of these two works have not been much investigated thus far. The story of Samak
Ayar has always been considered as an epic work which has not been studied through an
intertextual perspective. However, this study aims to do that considering Veis and Ramin as a
lyrical work. The study seeks to find the common elements in both works and in doing so,
focuses on the lyrical aspect of Samak Ayar.After a short introduction on both works, the
study will discuss the sun-king character, the negative role of nurse maid, letter writing, role
playing of women, the role of music, and different types of swears.

2-Research methodology

This study has been done through library study and qualitative content analysis. First, a
review of Veis and Ramin and Samak Ayar is done, followed by categorizing the common
elements considering the intertextual perspective.

3-Discussion

1.1. The intertextual analysis of Veis and Ramin, and Samak Ayar

1.1.1. The folkloric origin

Veis and Ramin is taken from the folklore literature. Samak Ayar is also borrowed from the
Iranian culture. Considering the Iranian names, governing customs, drinking, swearing,
entertainment, and hunting depicted in both works, these stories have been written in Seljuk
Empire.

1.1.2. The sun-king character

The main character of Samak Ayar is the sun-king, the son of Halab's king. In Veis and
Ramin, Mehrdad the second who introduces himself as the king of the kings, is known as the
sun. Mehrdad the second attacks the eastern Asia and Rome. This is in parallel with the
triumph of sun-king over Arman King in Samak Ayar.

3.1.3. The negative role of nurse maid

The character of the nurse maid has changed a lot in Persian literature. Although it has a
positive image in general, this has changed into a negative one in Veis and Ramin and Samak
Ayar, projecting it as magical and deceiving character. In Veis and Ramin, the nurse maid
attaches the priest's manhood to Veis to start up Veis and Ramin's relationship.

3.1.4. Letter writing
In both works, one can observe a long series of letter writing.
3.1.5. The role playing of women

Unlike many other works written in the same period, in these two works, women play an
active agent role.
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3.1.6. The role of music

Music plays a key role in Veis and Ramin. Ramin's playing harp makes Veis fall in love
with him. This can also be seen in sun-king's ability in playing music which makes Mahpari
fall in love with him too.

3.1.7. Swears

In these two works, swearing is done as it was customary in the pre-Islamic era. There are
many examples such as swearing to God, agent of justice, celestial bodies, cultural
representations, moral values like friendship and kindness, among others. Swearing was
commonly done for vital events, committing to which was seriously valued.

4. Conclusion

There are many commonalities between Veis and Ramin, and Samak-e- Ayar. This study
aimed to reveal some through an intertextual perspective. These works were written in Islamic
era and within governmental limitations, but are rooted in ancient Iranian culture. They both
have folkloric origin. They have been narrated for years orally until they were written down.
Veis and Ramin was considered by the author of Samak Ayar as a model. The sun-king was
mentioned in Veis and Ramin before Samak Ayar. Both have a letter writing narration type.
Women have a different role in comparison with the Islamic era. The nurse maid has a
negative but effective role. Music has a more significant role in comparison with the post-
Islamic era. Swears are similar to the ones observed in Shahnameh and other ancient Iranian
works.There are other intertextual aspects which could not be discussed in this study. For
example, the role of magic is particularly evident in both works. In Veis and Ramin, the nurse
maid fools the priest to attach his manhood to Veis. In Samak Ayar, the nurse maid does
magic and stops Mahpari from marriage. Fate, governing, war with Rome, among others are
some intertextual issues that could be studied as well. Veis and Ramin is written in poetry,
while Samak Ayar is in prose. The former is lyric, while the latter is epic. This study takes a
meta-textual perspective in order to put forth an intertextual analysis. It has focused on
Samak-e- Ayyar and its lyrical aspect more.
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