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Third places, as places of community, are formed by social interaction and
networks and can have a great impact on determining patterns of cohesion and
participation in social institutions and processes. The present research is
applied-developmental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms
of methodology. The statistical population of this study includes all residents of
areas (3, 4, 6, 8 and 9) of Isfahan municipality who were selected purposefully. To
achieve the research objectives, 16 categories (third places, accessibility,
invitability, dynamism and vitality, comfort and security, flexibility, performance,
form, meaning and content, social sustainability, social security, social
interaction, social justice, social participation, social belonging, and social
identity) were extracted. To discover the pattern trend for the classification of
stability indices and the role of third places on them, one-sample t-test, Pearson
correlation, and Friedman test were used, and for path analysis, the structural
plural equation model was used in Smart PLS Software. For the placement of the
third place indices on social sustainability, the weighted geographical regression
tool was used. The results of the coefficient of determination between the
mentioned indices showed that third place has a social impact of 0.90%. The
results of the weighted geographical regression analysis showed that the most
important component affecting the social stability variable was comfort and
security with a coefficient of 0.91%, well explaining the effect of the third place

Keywords: on social stability. Also, the results of the weighted geographical regression
Thqu Pla‘?‘?sv model showed that Region 4 had the lowest effect (0.03), Regions 3 and 8 had a
Sustainability, Isfahan, moderate effect (0.05), and Regions 6 and 9 had a high effect (0.07) on the social

Social index stability in Isfahan.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Urbanization has long been one of the most
characteristic =~ manifestations of the
evolution of human societies. As the urban
population increases rapidly, it can be said
that the developing cities of the world are at
the risk of rapid urbanization, which is 90%
in urban areas. As urban areas are the main
consumers of resources, producers of
pollution and waste, environmental
destroyers and the center of socio-cultural
and environmental problems, it is important
to study the indicators of sustainable social
development. The social dimension of the
sustainable development approach has
caused development thinkers to think
beyond the issue of environmental
protection in the city of Isfahan with a long
history. Public spaces and third places
known in the urban scale include Naghsh
Jahan Square, Chaharbagh, 33 bridges,
Khajoo Bridge, Sofeh Mountain, etc., and in
the local scale include five floors in Isfahan
House, Zeinabieh Shrine, coffee shops,
traditional and historical houses, as well as
houses, local parks, cafes, etc. The main
question raised is as follows:

“To what extent have the third places
located in the city of Isfahan increased social
stability?” Therefore, in the present study,
we will try to examine the characteristics
and dimensions of the third places, their
quality, and the degree of social stability, and
finally explain the role of the third places on
the social stability of Isfahan.

2. Research Methodology

This applied research is descriptive-
analytical and uses field studies to collect
data. To achieve the research objectives, 16
indicators, including the third-place
accessibility, invitability, dynamism and
vitality, comfort and security, flexibility,
performance, form, meaning and content,

social sustainability, social security, social
interaction, social justice, social
participation, social belonging, and social
identity were extracted. Then, to discover
the pattern trend for classifying the stability
indices and the role of the third places on
them, one-sample t-test,  Pearson
correlation, and Friedman test were used.
Also, the model was explained in this
research in the Smart-PLS Software. It
should be noted that the study population
were the residents of Regions 3, 4, 6, 8 and 9
of Isfahan. Among this population, 375
individuals were selected by purposive
sampling method. A standard questionnaire
was distributed among them in a simple
random method. Then, the role of the third
places in the stability of Isfahan was studied
using geographical weighted regression
tools and the level and status of these effects
were used in ArcGIS Software.

3. Research Findings

A one-sample t-test was used to determine
the status of sustainability indicators. The
results showed that, on average, 16
indicators were relevant. Based on the
results of Table 5, among the mentioned
indicators, dynamics and vitality index and
meaning and content had the highest mean
and performance and social identity indices
had the lowest mean among the regions.
Multiple regression analysis has been used
to study the simultaneous effect of the eight
components of the independent variable
(third places) on the dependent variable
(social stability). For this purpose, first the
social stability variable as a dependent
variable and the eight components of third
urban places (accessibility and permeability,
inviting, dynamism and vitality, comfort and
security, flexibility and functionality,
function and structure, form and meaning
and content) were entered as independent
variables and studied step-by-step. To
compare the situation of social stability in
different urban areas of Isfahan, one-way
analysis of variance test was used. In general,
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when the equality of more than two means
was tested, the analysis of variance test was
used. In cases where there was an
independent category variable and the
subjects were randomly divided into more
than two groups, one-way analysis of
variance was used. In analysis of variance, a
factor of zero was based on the equality of all
means. To investigate the autocorrelation of
space and identify the role of the third place
in social stability of Isfahan, geographical
weighted regression tool was used to obtain
the trend coefficient of the model in Arc GIS
environment.

4. Conclusion

The results show that among the mentioned
indicators, dynamics and vitality index and
meaning and content had the highest mean
and performance and social identity indices
had the lowest mean among the regions. In
explaining the social sustainability from the
components of the third category, six
components (meaning and content, form,
comfort and security, inviting, dynamism
and vitality, and functional and structural)
were put in the regression equation and in
total, the predictor variables (R2 = 0/29)
explained the variance of the criterion. Also,
the results of stepwise regression analysis
show that the most important component
affecting the social stability variable was the
meaning and content component, explaining
10% of the variance of the dependent
variable. Then, the form component added
13% to the model's explanatory power.
Comfort and security were the next
influential component of the regression
equation, which added 3% to the
explanatory power of the model. Also, the
effect of all the studied components on the
social sustainability variable was positive
and significant at 95% confidence level. The
results of one-way analysis of variance
showed that the social stability in different
urban areas of Isfahan was significant at the
level of 95% (P <0.05) and (F = 90.4). This
means that the level of social stability among

different urban areas of Isfahan has had
different values. The comparison of the
average social stability among different
urban areas also showed that the highest
level of social stability was related to urban
Regions 3 and 4 with averages of 89.09 and
87.61, respectively, and the lowest level of
social stability was related to urban Regions
6 and 8 were with averages of 83.20 and
83.42, respectively. In other words, the level
of social stability in Regions 3 and 4 of
Isfahan was higher than the other urban
areas.
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