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Today, cities compete in accepting change and learning. The individual's mental
transformation in relation to society turns the city into a resource for learning.
Learning city provides citizens with the essential skills for development,
prosperity, and sustainability. The main purpose of this study is to prioritize eight
regions of Ahvaz Metropolis in terms of learning city indicators. The research
method is experimental with a descriptive-analytical nature and a practical
purpose. The data collection is done through library and field studies. The
statistical population includes all residents of Ahvaz, reduced to 384 samples
using Cochran's formula. First, by studying valid articles, the indicators of the
learning city were identified, and finally, the spiritual, knowledge, social,
economic, and environmental indicators were selected and distributed, and
completed in the form of a questionnaire with regular simple random sampling
among the citizens. The answers were analyzed in SPSS with Cronbach's alpha
coefficient of 0.945. After determining the weights of the indicators in the SUPER
DECISION, the eight regions of Ahvaz were prioritized using the AHP model. The
results showed that the metropolis of Ahvaz is generally at an unfavorable level
of the learning city's indicators. It also has an imbalance in different regions.
Region 2 of Ahvaz has the highest rank in the learning city's indicators and after
that regions 3 and 4 are ranked next. Regions 5 and 6 are almost at the same level
and priority, in unfavorable conditions. In fact, the gap and inequality between
regions 1to 4 and regions 5, 6, and 7 is tangible. Also, the results of the inferential
analysis showed the willingness of the citizens of Ahvaz to participate and create
a learning city; about 49.7% were completely in favor of learning and 56.3% were
completely in favor of teaching others.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Global competition for cities for
sustainable development requires
participatory and knowledgeable citizens.
Citizens achieve individual excellence and
independence through learning and
become resilient to the problems of the
society. Today, titles called lifelong
learning and public education of the
citizens outside the university campus
have made education possible in the urban
environment. The purpose of the learning
city is to respond to rapid changes and
different types of challenges and
uncertainties caused by globalization and
the knowledge economy (Saraei &
Hajforoush, 2021, p. 88). Ahvaz Metropolis,
as the center of Khuzestan Province, due
to its special position is the center of
communication between different ethnic
groups in Khuzestan Province. The uneven
growth of the population and the influx of
immigrants have led to discrimination and
cultural disparities such as
unemployment, corruption, ethnic
choices, insecurity, tribal prejudices, and
cultural conflicts. Social failures and
development gaps compared to other
provinces made Khuzestan one of the first
immigrant provinces. The multiplicity of
educational centers in Ahvaz is the key to
achieving a learning city and overcoming
the challenges in Ahvaz. In fact, the
present study prioritizes the eight regions
of Ahvaz Metropolis based on the
indicators of the learning city.

2. Research Methodology

The present applied research is
"descriptive-analytical" and uses the
library studies and authors' results to
collect THE data. To achieve the objectives
of the research, first, by surveying and
analyzing various sources, the criteria
used in the research have been identified.
In the continuation of the research
process, a questionnaire was used in the
SPSS Software. The criteria in the AHP
model were prepared in the Super
Decision application and the weights of
each were implemented. Finally, the
output diagram was ranked and analyzed.

3. Research Findings

First, the descriptive findings were
studied, and then, the analytical findings
were reviewed. According to the
theoretical foundations of the learning
city, 5 indicators were determined. A total
of 40 components were identified for 5
indicators and each component was
distributed in each region in the form of a
question, in a  researcher-made
questionnaire ~ with 40  specialized
questions. The share of each region was 48
questionnaires that were completed
among the citizens of Ahvaz by simple
random sampling. In the next step, the
AHP model was used in SUPER DECISION
Software to prioritize the zones.
According to the final results, region 2 of
Ahvaz is in the first place in terms of the
indicators of the learning city and then
regions 3 and 4 are in the second and third
place (Figure 1).

Saeid Amanpour, Fereshteh Abdolabbas. Prioritization of Eight Regions of Ahvaz Metropolis in Terms of Learning
City Indicators



%,

’\\\ /‘ lTl:han Stucture and Function Studies
?/A& (USFS)

M1
M2
M3
M4
M35
Mé
M7
Ma

Name Graphic

Ideals |Normals| Raw
0.619053| 0.148825 |0.074413
1.000000| 0.240408 |0.120204
0.808295| 0.194321 |0.097160
0.739347 0.177745 |0.088873
0.162685| 0.039111 |0.019555
0.163575 0.039325 |0.019662
0.261580| 0.062836 |0.031443
0.405057|| 0.097379 |0.048689

Figure 1. Prioritization of Ahvaz regions in terms of learning city indicators

4. Conclusion

In this study, Ahvaz regions were ranked in
terms of having the indicators of a learning
city. The analyzes indicate that the regions
of Ahvaz are at different levels of the
indicators of the learning city and have
imbalances. Zone 2 has the highest rank,
and zones 5 and 6 have the largest gap
with Zone 2. In fact, the gap and inequality
between zones 1to 4 with zones 5, 6, and 7
are palpable. Subsequent research can
include criteria such as population and
size in the weighting and ranking of the
eight regions of the metropolis of Ahvaz
while separating the district of each
region.
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