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Paradigms contain a special view of human beings, defining the correct forms of
social relations influencing the world and people, and determining the direction
of social development of societies and the specific "way of seeing" the world.
Good urban governance has emerged as a political paradigm in the living world
today and has provided this way of seeing. Due to the increasing trend of urban
population, the Islamic Republic of Iran also faces obstacles to the application of
this paradigm. The main question of research addresses the obstacles to the
realization of the paradigm of good urban governance in Iran. Using grounded
theory through in-depth interviews with 37 elites in Iran selected through
purposeful sampling, a paradigm model of obstacles to the realization of good
urban governance was identified. 280 basic concepts, 102 subcategories, 21 main
categories and one core category were obtained. Obstacles to the urban
governance paradigm in Iran can be expressed in three categories: institutional,
idea and actors. The institutional category includes absolute government,
parochical political culture, particularism, weak urban management, weak civil
society, rentier state, reduction of government revenues due to sanctions,
heterogeneous influence government, political opportunity structure,
politicization, weak laws. The category of ideas includes identity deficiencies,
Keywords: weak a priori state-nation interaction, ideological discourse of sovereignty, lack
Iran, Paradigm, Good of urban referential, centralized governance, neo-value orientation, the rule of
Urban Governance, tradition over Iranian society. The category of actors includes limited actors,
Grounded Theory coalition building opportunities, irresponsible citizen.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Each paradigm contains a look at human
nature, defines the correct forms of social
relations between those who are equal or
have hierarchical relations, and specific
relations between institutions. The main
purpose of each paradigm is to explain the
world, its connection and the place of
human beings in it, and to help bring
together the diverse and numerous needs
of groups and society. Political paradigms
are the pervasive conditions of political
discourse. These paradigms can provide
suggestions for the policy-making process
that is structured by a set of specific ideas.

These ideas in policy paradigms are
somewhat independent of the institutions
that use them (Cox & Belond, 2013: 308-
309). Thus, a policy paradigm defines a

theoretical tool for identifying and
understanding the guiding principles or
ideas for creating the public policy. Good
urban governance is one of these policy
paradigms introduced by the United
Nations in the 1990s. The purpose of this
paradigm has been to improve human life
and the ability to solve the problems of
societies. Due to the increasing population
of urbanization, attention to the issue of
urban governance as the basis of urban
policy and urban planning has doubled.
The Islamic Republic of Iran also has small
and large cities as well as metropolises
that have a large population. Due to the
increasing trend of urbanization in Iran
from 1986-2016, the urban population has
increased from 54.3% to 74%. The number
of cities in the country has increased from
496 cities in 1986 to 1424 cities in 2021. In
this research, with the method of
grounded theory, we deal with the
obstacles to the realization of the

paradigm of good urban governance in
Iran.

2. Research Methodology

The dominant paradigm of research is the
interpretive paradigm and the method
used is qualitative. Qualitative research
seeks to understand the meaning, concept
and everything that exists in the biosocial
world and constructs it. To understand the
obstacles to the realization of good urban
governance, by entering the field of study,
oral data were collected through in-depth
interviews to understand the obstacles to
the realization of good urban governance
in Iran and analyzed using the grounded
theory method. Purposive sampling was
used to select the research participants. In
the present study, people who had a
practical and theoretical relationship with
the issue of good urban governance were
selected as interviewees. To analyze and
interpret the data, the researcher first
read the full text of the interviews several
times to get an overview of the full text and
general logic of the interview and gain a
general understanding of the data. Then
he started the coding process. The coding
process was performed under three stages
of open, axial and selective coding.

3. Research Findings

In this research, line-by-line analysis was
used to examine the text of the interviews.
In this way, the interviews were reviewed
line by line, and after identifying the initial
codes, conceptual labels were identified
for them. 280 initial codes were identified
as the result of data analysis and
conceptualization of expressions. In the
next stage, the concepts were abstracted
into sub-categories and main categories.
In the meantime, the continuous
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comparison technique was used. In
general, by identifying the concepts, the
main and sub-categories were identified.
Table 1 shows the relationship between the
main categories and the subcategories.

The paradigm model is an analytical
framework that helps the researcher to
identify the structures and processes and
summarize the finidings. The extracted
categories were separated from the sub-
categories derived from the basic
concepts in the paradigm model of the
basic  theory (causal, contextual,
intervening, strategies and consequences),
followed by the core category.

4. Conclusion

Obstacles to the urban governance
paradigm in Iran can be expressed in three
categories: institutional, idea and actors.
The institutional category includes
absolute government, parochical political
culture, particularism, weak wurban
management, weak civil society, rentier
state, reduction of government revenues
due to sanctions, heterogeneous influence
government, political opportunity
structure, politicization, weak laws. The
category of ideas includes identity
deficiencies, weak a priori state-nation
interaction, ideological discourse of
sovereignty, lack of urban referential,
centralized  governance, neo-value
orientation, the rule of tradition over
Iranian society. The category of actors
includes limited actors, coalition building
opportunities, irresponsible citizen.
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