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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Urban spaces have a variety of functions,
one of the most important of which is
social function. The social function of
space is one of the most important
functions of urban spaces that creates the
possibility of engaging in meaningful
interactions with society, forming a sense
of place and the opportunity to gather and
enjoy the experience with others as
citizens. Therefore, considering the
importance of the social function of urban
spaces, the purpose of this study is to
investigate and analyze the desirability of
these functions in District 12 of Tehran
Metropolis. This region is the primary
nucleus of the metropolis of Tehran, dates
back to the Safavid period, and Tehran
Bazaar is the strongest economic and
business territory of the country and has a
political, social and religious atmosphere
with a floating population of more than 1.5
million people in the district.

2. Research Methodology

Considering that the present study seeks
to identify the desirability of social
functions of urban spaces in District 12 of
Tehran Metropolis. Therefore, the
research method is applied in terms of
purpose and analytical-exploratory in
nature. For this purpose, first, through
documentary studies, indicators related to
the social functions of urban spaces have
been extracted and then, by asking the
citizens of District 12, their desirability has
been measured. Therefore, the statistical
population of the study included the
citizens of District 12 of Tehran, and the
sample size was calculated 384 based on
the Cochran's formula and a simple
random sampling method. Also, to analyze

the data, structural equation modeling
method has been used in AMOS Software.

3. Research Findings

Findings show that the degrees of
desirability of social functions of urban
spaces in District 12 of Tehran, i.e., social
interaction, commitment, social belonging
(integration with space) and social
accountability have been obtained to be
0.62, 0.49 and 0.41, respectively based on
the structural equation modeling.. Also,
among the sub-variables, the most
desirable ones are related to the variables
that facilitate social activities (experience
of seeing and being seen among citizens),
promotion of personal and social relations
(visual, verbal and visual) and awareness of
norms, values and cultures (manifestation
of cultural values in Body space) with
values of 0.77, 0.71 and 0.65, respectively.
The lowest desirability is also related to
the variables of feeling of peace of mind,
increasing the sense of responsibility in
citizens and universality and universality
with wvalues of 0.22, 0.25 and 0.28
respectively. Moreover, the results of the
partial index of critical and P values in the
structural model show that the status of
social interaction variables in District 12 is
desirable at 95% confidence level with the
critical value of 2.37 (i.e., above 1.96).
Moreover, social response variable with a
critical value of 1.52 (i.e., less than 1.96) is
unfavorable and social responsiveness
with a critical value of 1.99 is relatively
desirable..

4. Conclusion

Urban spaces are the producers of society
and society is the producer of urban
spaces. In the meantime, if spatial
disorganization prevails in the production
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of an urban space and social disorder is
produced from it, the divergence of spatial
and social proximity will be formed and
the quality and desirability of life of those
urban spaces will be lost in the dialectical
entanglement of the two. In this situation,
the residents feel that their lives are
undesirable. Therefore, it can be said that
what is most important in the presence
and social interaction of people in urban
spaces is to create and strengthen the
function of these spaces, which can create
opportunities for participation,
empowerment,  participation,  social
networks, social norms, social trust, social
security, belonging social and social
commitment and promoting a sense of
belonging to the place. Therefore, the
most important function of urban spaces
according to the nature of human
communities is social function. Given the
importance of the social function of urban
spaces, the purpose of this study is to
investigate and analyze the desirability of
these functions in District 12 of Tehran
Metropolis. The results of the studies
show that from the perspective of
establishing social interactions such as the
quality of personal and  social
communication and facilitating social
activities, the spaces of this region are in a
favorable condition. In terms of social
accountability such as universality,
diversity in activities and creating a sense
of peace of mind in urban spaces, this
district is in an unfavorable situation and
also in terms of creating commitment and
social belonging such as strengthening the
sense of place, promoting place identity
and promoting citizens' sense of
responsibility, it is in a state of relative
desirability.
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