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Elderly tourism is recognized as an important part of tourism industry in many
developed economies. A prerequisite for a tourism region to be able to take
advantage of these capacities is to have comprehensive and thorough research in
this field. This part of the tourism market needs destinations that provide the
necessary facilities in every way for the convenience and comfort of the elderly
to grow, promote and attract as many tourists as possible. To achieve this,
changes are taking place in the development of tourism destinations for the
elderly, which in some cases can be called creativity, resulting in the emergence
of creative cities. The purpose of this article is to assess the relationship between
the prosperity of silver tourism in creating a creative city. In the section
describing the concepts and theoretical foundations, a number of domestic and
foreign articles were reviewed and 380 questionnaires were designed to be
answered by the citizens of Ramsar. In this research, Smart PLS 3 Software was
used to analyze the data. To measure the reliability of the data, Cronbach's alpha
coefficient was used and all the variables had a Cronbach's alpha above 0.7.
According to the results of data analysis, the presence of silver tourists in the city
of Ramsar improves the indicators of the creative city and has the greatest impact
on the quality of life component.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the relatively new developments in
the tourism industry is related to the
emergence and rapid growth of a potential
market for the elderly. Elderly tourism has
been recognized as an important part of
the tourism industry in many developed
economies and has attracted much
attention in developing countries. The US
Census Bureau (1999) estimates that by
2025, more than two-thirds of people aged
65 and over will be in developing
countries, and the elderly population
growth rate in developing countries will be
between 106% and 174% while this amount
will only be 50% in the developed
countries. This indicates the large capacity
of this travel market in developed
countries (Spasojevi¢ & Bozi¢, 2016: 75).

Tourism  destinations can  take
advantage of this feature of older tourists
and seek to attract this tourism market.
The need for a tourism region to be able to
take advantage of these capacities is to
have comprehensive and thorough
research in this field. The research in this
regard have been mainly focusing on the
travel motivation of the elderly, the
limitations and obstacles of travel of this
group, the characteristics of elderly
travelers, etc. In this case, with sufficient
knowledge and review of all cases, the
benefits of this tourism market can be
achieved with a careful planning.

2. Research Methodology

This applied research is uses a descriptive-
survey method. Since the researchers
sought to determine the relationship
between the research variables, this study
was of the correlational type. The
statistical population according to the
research variables were citizens of

Ramsar. The sample size included 380
people selected randomly using Cochran's
formula. The data in this research was
collected through library research. In this
article, first, the Dbasic concepts,
definitions and theoretical foundations of
the research were collected and written
and then, a questionnaire was designed
based on 2010 Sasaki Creative City
Characteristics Theory. For measuring
theories, a five-point Likert scale was
used-. To confirm the validity of the
measurement tool, three types of
evaluation validity were used: content
validity, convergent validity and divergent
validity. Content validity was measured by
ensuring the consistency between the
measurement criteria and the existing
literature, and this validity was obtained by
a survey of professors. Divergent validity
was also measured by comparing the root
mean square of variance with the
correlation between latent variables. Also,
in this study, to determine the reliability of
the questionnaire, two criteria of
Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability
were used. Cronbach's alpha coefficients
of all variables in this study were greater
than the minimum value of 0.7.

3. Research Findings

The software used in this research was
Smart PLS analysis. Due to the nature of
the second stage, many of the
recommendations  for testing the
regulatory effect of multiple regression
were done using Smart PLS Software. Also,
in the continuation of the PLS analysis, t
values showed the significance of the
effect of variables on them. A t-value
greater than 1.96 means that there is a
significant positive effect. A t-value
between +1.96 to -1.96 means that there is
no significant effect, and a t-value less
than -1.96 means that it has a significant
negative effect. Also, if the path
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coefficients are above 0.60, it means that
there is a strong relationship between the
two variables, if they are between 0.3 and
0.6, there is a moderate relationship and if
they are below 0.3, there is a weak
relationship (China, 2003). Therefore,
according to the data obtained from Table
2, and the analysis of research hypotheses
in Figures 2 and 3, it can be said that the
result of testing the first hypothesis (silver
tourism in Ramsar can improve the quality
of life of the host community), with the
path coefficient of 0.55 and the t-value of
15.63, shows that silver tourism has a
significant moderate effect on the quality
of life of the host community. The results
of testing the second hypothesis (silver
tourism in Ramsar can create creative
industries) with the path coefficient of
0.42 and the t-value of 9.27 show that
silver tourism has a significant moderate
effect on creative industries. The results of
testing the third hypothesis (silver tourism
in Ramsar can improve creativity
infrastructure) with the path coefficient of
0.32 and the t-value of 7.47 show that
silver tourism has a significant moderate
effect on creativity infrastructure. Finally,
of the results of testing the fourth
hypothesis (Silver tourism in Ramsar can
improve the participation and activity of
the host community) with the path
coefficient of 0.31 and the t-value of 6.98
show that silver tourism has a significant
moderate effect on the participation and
activity of the host community.

4. Conclusion

According to the results of the research, it
was argued that the presence of silver
tourists in the study area of Ramsar will
lead to the development of the creative
city. However, it should be noted that this
development has not been the same in all
indicators. ~The  highest level of
development is related to the quality of life
index because this index is more tangible
among the people. Therefore, the majority
of respondents voted for this index. The
least impact of the presence of silver
tourists was on the index of local
community participation, due to the
ignorance of community members in
determining the development plans and
doing it solely based on theories without
considering the real situation of the
community members and lack of
transparency and accountability in the
presentation of results by the planners.
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