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Abstract

One of the most important consequences of the rapid growth of urbanization and
physical development of the cities in recent decades has been the disintegrated
distribution of urban service centers, paving the way for social inequality in
accessing them. Therefore, the main purpose of this study is to compare and rank
the cities of Mazandaran Province as one of the densest regions of the country,
in terms of access to urban services. In this study, using statistical sources of
Mazandaran Province and library studies, twenty-two levels of cities of
Mazandaran Province were ranked in terms of access to twelve components
selected from the urban services. In this regard, the data of the National Statistics
Organization and the Organization of Management and Planning of Mazandaran
Province have been used to compare the cities to each other after determining
their weight using the feature index and Sturgess’ model in VP software. The
results show that there is a huge difference between the cities of this province in
terms of net output current values of the studied indicators, so that the cities of
Miandorood and Amol with -0.7460 and 0.9087, respectively, are the least and the
most prosperous cities of Mazandaran in terms of access to the twenty-two
components.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The largest cities have the fastest growth
rate, leading to demographic, economic,

social and political dominance of one or
more cities within the urban system of a
country or region (Hatami Nejad et al.,
2008: 75). This imbalance between the
regions, which disrupts the spatial system
of settlements and causes the rapid
growth of some first-class cities,
Mazandaran Province is a part of which,
highlights the importance of this issue to
better plan for balanced development of
the province. The present study is based
on the assumption that there is a deep gap
(center-periphery relationship) between
the cities of Mazandaran Province in terms
of access to resources. In this study, by
examining one of the development
indicators, namely the index of services
and urban facilities, using the feature
index and Sturgess’ model and the
combination of input weights in VP
software, we can compare the cities oof
Mazandaran Province to each other and to
Sari City as the center of the province.
These analyses show the inequality in
access to facilities and urban services in
the cities of Mazandaran Province.

2. Research Methodology

The present applied research is
"descriptive-analytical" and uses library
studies and authors' calculations to collect
data. To achieve the objectives of the
research, first, by surveying experienced
experts and analyzing various sources, the
criteria used in the research have been
identified. In the continuation of the
research process, the criteria in Sturgess’
model were prepared and the weights of
each were implemented. Finally, the
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output diagrams were ranked and
analyzed.
3. Research Findings
To rank the twenty-two cities of

Mazandaran Province in terms of access to
urban services and facilities, the feature
index and Sturgess’ model were used with
a ranking of twelve selected components
of the municipal service index, including
number of fruit and vegetable centers,
shopping centers, slaughterhouses, sports
centers, fire stations, cultural and tourism
centers, public parks, medical service
centers, garbage trucks, cemetries,
educational centers and number of
communication service centers. In the
next step, the feature index, the
coefficients related to the services and
then the levels of the fourteen cities were
extracted and calculated. Following that,
the weights were entered in the VP
Software and analyzed using Sturgess’
model. The study and the results of the
analysis showed that among the 22 cities
of Mazandaran, the highest level of
services in all two components studied,
belonged to the city of Amol, which has
increased the average enjoyment rate and
put most of the other cities in a lower
position than the average. On the other
hand, out of 22 studied cities, only 5 cases
(Amol, Tonekabon, Sari, Babol and Ramsar)
had scores higher than the average.
Meanwhile, Sari, as the capital of the
province, has gained the third position in
the ranking.

4. Conclusion

In this study, by examining one of the
development indicators, namely the index
of services and urban facilities, the cities of
Mazandaran Province were ranked. The
analysis shows the inequality in the access
of the cities in Mazandaran Province to the
selected indicators of urban services in the
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study area. According to the results of the
research, Amol was by far the most
enjoyed city while Miandorood was the
least enjoyed city of Mazandaran Province.
Subsequent research can, consider
criteria such as population and size in
weighting and ranking the cities of the
province in terms of service availability.
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