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stability in 22 neighborhoods of Babolsar. The research method is descriptive-
analytical. It uses a questionnaire prepared with 5 dimensions and 34 sub-
dimensions. 375 questionnaires were randomly distributed among the statistical
population based on Cochran's model. To analyze the indicators of social stability
in the target neighborhoods, the mean test was used with the mean value of 3.
Finally, to show the status of neighborhoods in terms of social sustainability,
Critic and Vickor method were used. Findings indicate that the levels of stability
in the indicators of safety and security (3.52), social capital (3.16), sense of place
and quality of life (3.26) are undesirable and the only indicator of social
Keywords: participation (2.87) is relatively desirable. Also, the results of neighborhood scores
Urban Neighborhoods, and rankings show that 54.5% of neighborhoods are in a state of poor social
Social Stability, Babolsar | stability and completely unstable. In general, the stability of the studied areas is
City, Vickor considered unfavorable.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the dimensions of neighborhood
sustainability is social sustainability, which
is the key to achieving urban sustainability.
Therefore, ignoring the social dimension
in sustainable development puts various
development programs and projects at
risk, because in social sustainability,
justice in the distribution of social services
is sufficient. Babolsar City is one of the
coastal cities of Mazandaran Province with
a population increase from 42212 to 59966
individuals during the years 2011 to 2016. It
has a population growth of 45%. Due to its
location along the Caspian Sea and its
temperate climate, this city is highly
desirable for the immigrant population in
the economic fields (the service role of the
city) and residentials (construction of
villas and second homes). Due to the lack
of appropriate infrastructure to attract the
population,  achieving  sustainability,
especially social sustainability at the level
of urban areas is associated with several
issues. Therefore, the present study tries
to conduct the spatial analysis of social
sustainability indicators in 22
neighborhoods of Babolsar City.

2. Research Methodology

The present applied research is
descriptive-analytical. =~ The  statistical
population of the present study was
selected from 22 neighborhoods of
Babolsar City. To assess the social
sustainability of the study areas, a
questionnaire was developed with 5
indicators (safety and security, social
capital, social participation, sense of place
and quality of life) and 34 sub-indicators.
According to the population of the
neighborhoods, the sample was selected
randomly = among  the statistical
population. The data was analyzed using

SPSS and GIS software. For this purpose,
first the score of each index in the studied
areas was determined based on the test
statistic with the mean of 3 and then the
weight and importance of each index was
obtained using criticism. Following that,
for ranking and classification and to
determine the social stability of the target
areas, the Victor multi-criteria decision-
making method was used.

3. Research Findings

The final results of Vicor model for the set
of social sustainability indicators show
that among the 22 neighborhoods of
Babolsar City based on the value of Q, the
neighborhoods of Yur Mahalleh and Sofla
Yur Mahalleh are completely socially
stable and in the group of ideal stability. At
the next level of social stability, which is
strong stability, Javadiyeh, Nokhost Vaziri
and Shahidi Neighborhoods can be seen.
The four neighborhoods of Sadat Mahalla,
Javaheri, Valiasr and Aliabad Mir are also in
moderate and relatively favorable
condition. In fact, the conditions of social
indicators in these neighborhoods are
almost acceptable and semi-stable and are
moving towards social stability. In
contrast, neighborhoods such as parking
lots, Hemmat Abad, Bazaar Mahalleh,
Olum Paye, Coastal Town, University
Town, Kazem Abad and Ghaemiyeh have a
weak stability. Katie Ben, Ghaem Town,
Azadegan Town, Miandasht and Bibi
Sarrozeh are also completely socially
unstable. As can be seen, about 60% (59.1%
including 13 neighborhoods) of the 22
neighborhoods in Babolsar City are in a
weak and unstable position in terms of
social sustainability indicators.

4. Conclusion

Physical segregation of cities, due to the
provision of physical conditions and
facilities and services in high-rise
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neighborhoods, has highly and directly
affected the added value of land and
property in these neighborhoods, so that
only groups with high social and economic
conditions are able to buy land and
property in these neighborhoods. Thus,
these neighborhoods have become the
residence of high and prosperous social
classes, and finally we see a better social
situation in these neighborhoods. In
contrast, the quality of social indicators in
the lower class neighborhoods, following
the less favorable physical conditions and
attracting people with lower socio-
economic classes, is not much desirable.
The results of many studies have also
confirmed this fact. In this regard, the
results and findings of the present study
are somewhat similar to previous studies.

Therefore, the quality of social indicators
in most low-level neighborhoods have
been unstable in terms of economics and
services.
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