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Abstract

AbstractSociety today is made up of diverse individuals of varying ages,
sexes, ethno-racial backgrounds and physical abilities. Gender, race,
disability and age are at the root of much discrimination in societies.
Planning theory and practice has become more conscious in recent times
of the need to cater for a diverse range of needs and preferences.
Planning for diversity is an approach which takes into account the needs
of different groups of people. Planning operates within a legislative
framework, which sets requirements for fair treatment. It is necessary to
pass and amend an extensive body of legislation to address the
discrimination experienced by certain groups. The purpose of this study
is to analyze the legal frameworks of planning for diversity and difference
in Iran emphasizing the approvals of the municipality and the Islamic
Council of Tehran. Document analysis has been used to collect data.
Using the content analysis method and coding process in MAXQDA
software, the Constitution, the national development plans laws, the
Islamic Consultative Assembly’s approvals, the government executive
regulations, approvals of the Supreme Council of Urban Planning and
architecture and approvals of the municipality and the Islamic Council of
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have been neglected.

Tehran are analyzed in terms of addressing the needs of diverse social
groups. The results of analyzing legislative documents, in addition to
extracting the main categories and sub-categories of rights and needs of
groups from the laws, show that the Supreme Council of Urban Planning
has not addressed the needs of children, the elderly and women and the
duties of the executive bodies in its approvals. At the local level, Tehran
has addressed the needs of the disabled, children and partly the elderly
in its approvals, executive regulations and operational plans, but women

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Society today is made up of diverse
individuals of varying ages, sexes, races
and ethnic backgrounds, physical abilities,
and faiths. Gender, race, disability and age
are at the root of much discrimination in
societies. Planning theory and practice has
become more conscious in recent times of
the need to cater for a diverse range of
needs and preferences. Planning for
diversity is a social interpretation of
planning for cities and is an approach
which takes into account the needs of
different groups of people.

Planning operates within a legislative
framework, which sets requirements for
fair treatment. The growing body of
equality legislation makes it clear that
there is a requirement to ensure that
issues of diversity are fully considered in
all policy developments, as well as the
delivery of goods and services. It is
necessary to pass and amend an extensive
body of legislation to address the
disadvantage and discrimination
experienced by certain groups.

The legislation sets out the corporate
duties of local authorities with respect to
equalities issues and provides the context
to planning effectively for these groups;
therefore, identifying and analyzing the
gaps of legal frameworks supporting

planning for diversity and difference in
Iran can guide future decisions and
practices of our country's urban planning
legislatures at national and local level to
recognize the rights and needs of diverse
social groups of the city and to deal with
discrimination in  urban  planning
measures.

The studied areas are first Iran and then
the city of Tehran in terms of laws
supporting the rights and needs of
different social groups in the city. In
addition to legal documents at the national
level, the legislative documents of Tehran
are studied as the capital and the most
populous city of the country with a
population of 8,693,706 people and spatial
and social inequalities against various
social groups based on numerous
academic studies, which can guide local
legislation for other metropolises of our
country.

2. Research Methodology

The purpose of this study is to analyze the
legal frameworks of planning for diversity
and difference in Iran emphasizing the
approvals of the municipalities and the
Islamic councils of Tehran and Rasht. This
study in terms of purpose is an applied one
and in terms of methodology, is a
descriptive-analytical study.
Documentation method has been used for
data collection and content analysis
method and coding process in MAXQDA
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software has been applied for data
analysis. Analytical units of this research
are the Constitution, the national
development plans laws, the approvals of
the Islamic Consultative Assembly, the
government executive regulations and
instructions, the approvals of the Supreme
Council of Urban Planning and
Architecture and the approvals of the
municipality and the Islamic Council.
Sampling is made at the levels of phrases,
sentences, clauses and chapters of the
above-mentioned legislative documents.
The messages that this research seeks are
the rights and needs of various social
groups in the city. To achieve the purpose
of this research, the main and sub-
categories of the rights and needs of the
various social groups referred to in the
legislative documents are extracted using
the coding or categorization process in the
MAXQDA software to identify and analyze
gaps and shortcomings of the legislative
documents.

3. Research Findings

The results of analyzing legislative
documents, in addition to extracting the
main and sub-categories of rights and
needs of groups from the laws, show that
the Supreme Council of Urban Planning
has not addressed the needs of children,
the elderly and women and the duties of
the executive bodies when developing and
implementing urban development plans
and projects, in its approvals. At the local
level, Tehran has addressed the needs of
the disabled, children and to some extent
the elderly in its approvals, executive
regulations and operational plans, but
women have been neglected and this city
has any executive regulation on women’s

needs that can serve as a legal document
in this regard to guide practices of
executive bodies.

4. Conclusion

Developing and enacting laws to support
planning for diversity and difference is the
first step, and having urban environments,
facilities and amenities friendly to
different social groups that meet their
different spatial needs is subject to the
implementation of rules and regulations.
Failure to enforce many of these rules and
regulations  will result in  their
neutralization and ineffectiveness.

It is hoped that identifying and
analyzing the gaps of legal frameworks
supporting planning for diversity and
difference in Iran and the city of Tehran
can guide future decisions and practices of
our country's urban planning legislatures
at national and local level to recognize the
rights and needs of diverse social groups
of the city and to deal with discrimination
in urban planning measures.
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I Charter of the United Nations

2 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948

3 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
1966

4 International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights 1966

5 The Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded
Persons (1971)
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6 The 1991 UN Principles for Older Persons

7 Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing

8 The Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing

9 Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women
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! Declaration of the Rights of the Child

Z Convention on the Rights of the Child

$ Humanium

4 Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing
5 Proclamation on Ageing
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