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Accepted: In today's societies, the increasing growth of urbanization and increasing

August 10, 2020 population of cities as an inevitable principle, especially in the cities of developing
’ countries, have caused major changes in the structure of cities. Cities and urban

Available online: spaces have become overwhelmed in structure by the passage of time, Changing
February 2, 2021 conditions, different climates and different events as like many human artifacts.
Historical and ancient textures that usually form the primary and main core of

the country's cities, on one hand, they are part of the cultural and historical
heritage of those cities and therefore their preservation and organization are
inevitable. Urban tissues suffer from physical and functional deterioration due to
lack of attention, proper maintenance and care. Identifying the physical and
functional status of such tissues with the aim of managing and planning for their
maintenance are among the first and important steps that must be taken. The
historical context of the city of Urmia is one of those which it has been explored
in the context of local community-based asset policies. Asset based development
of local communities is based on identifying, enhancing and utilizing existing
capacities and assets. In other words, asset base development serves both as a
tool in urban planning and management and as a way to equip the local
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community to achieve sustainability.

Extended Abstract expanded because of its convenient

location, the administrative centrality, and
1. Introduction the migration of villagers from the
In Hajiabad, the capital city of Zirkuh earthquake-prone villages after the
County (Iran), was established with an area earthquake of 1997. The present study
of 317 hectares after the earthquake of May seeks to categorize the physical
1997. The city was rapidly developed and development opportunities that urban

planners face to reduce and resolve past
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urban problems by evaluating the
reconstruction and renovation process
and to assess the extent to which and how
these  opportunities are  utilized.
Therefore, this study attempts to answer
the following questions:

1. What physical development
opportunities have been provided in
the city after the earthquake of 19972

2. To what extent the development
opportunities provided in the city after
the earthquake of 1997 were used?

2. Research Methodology

This study was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method based on
applied-developmental purposes. The
data collection methods used in this study
included library studies (taking notes and
documentation) and field studies
(questionnaires and interviews). To
evaluate the extent to which the physical
development opportunities were used
following the earthquake of 1997 in
Hajiabad, we first used questionnaires and
interviews to collect the required data.
Afterward, we analyzed them using SPSS
statistical analysis models including one-
sample t-test, multivariate regression
analysis, and factor analysis. The statistical
population included those people affected
by the earthquake and the authorities,
experts, and researchers who were
involved in the reconstruction.

3. Research Findings

A one-sample t-test was applied to
investigate the general state of physical
development provided by the earthquake.
The results of a one-sample t-test used for
measuring different components of
physical development, in general, showed
a significant difference (Sig = 0.006)
between the baseline (3) and calculated
value (2.82). Since the calculated value is
lower than the standard limit, it can be
concluded that the physical development
of the city was generally not desirable and

acceptable and these physical
development opportunities were not
utilized properly. Also, the stepwise
multivariate regression was applied to
investigate the relationship between the
variables examined in this study and the
effect of each one and to identify the
extent to which the physical development
opportunities provided by the earthquake
in in the city was used.

The results showed that among the
factors affecting physical development,
the housing index with a beta coefficient
of 0.416 had the most effect on the physical
development of Hajiabad. In the next
orders, the welfare and road network
indices with beta coefficients of 0.388 and
0.346, respectively, and the infrastructure
index with a beta coefficient of 0.220 had
the highest contribution to the physical
development of the city.

4. Conclusion

The results of a one-sample t-test used for
measuring different components of
physical development, in general, showed
a significant difference (Sig = 0.006)
between the baseline (3) and calculated
value (2.82). Since the calculated value is
lower than the standard limit, it can be
concluded that the physical development
provided by the 1997 Hajiabad earthquake
was generally not desirable and acceptable
and these  physical development
opportunities were not used properly. The
results of stepwise multivariate regression
showed that among the factors affecting
physical development, the housing index
with a beta coefficient of 0.416 had the
highest impact on the physical
development of the city. In the next
orders, welfare and road network indices
with beta coefficients of 0.388 and 0.346,
respectively, and finally the infrastructure
index with a beta coefficient of 0.220 had
the highest contribution to the physical
development provided by the earthquake.
In general, considering the scores of the
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four desired components related to
utilizing physical development
opportunities in Hajiabad, an overall score
of 2.82 was estimated for the use of
physical development opportunities in this
region. Thus, it can be stated that using
physical  development opportunities
provided in Hajiabad, Zirkuh, was not at a
relatively desirable level and these
opportunities were not properly used.
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