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Abstract

Historical Bazaars as the backbone and heart of the city are the most important
public spaces in Iranian-Islamic cities that have long played a significant role in
the life of urban communities with their physical, economic, social and cultural
functions. The historical Bazaar of Ardabil city is one of the most important
historical Bazaars whose various functions have made it a vibrant hub with a
strong centrality. Despite its ups and downs throughout history, and the physical
changes of Ardabil city notwithstanding, it has managed to maintain its functions.
The main purpose of this research is to identify the most important functions of
the historical Bazaar of Ardabil city and analyze their significance. The research
is applied in terms of purpose and its research method is descriptive-analytical.
In order to collect data, library-documentary and field studies in the form of
observations, questionnaire tools and opinions of relevant experts on the subject
have been used to achieve the objectives of the research. Data were analyzed
using the Dematel and the Analytical Network Process (ANP) models. The

- research findings show that the functions of "Arousing a sense of belonging and
| attachment in users", "Presence of different social strata" and "Business activities
- of different Asnaf (guilds)", respectively, with significance coefficients of 0.668,
- 0.536 and 0.493 are the most important functions of Ardabil historical Bazaar.

Extended Abstract

importance in cities. Traditional Iranian
Bazaars have an active social role alongside

1. Introduction

Today, the Bazaar is one of the most
important urban public spaces of the past
and the greatest achievement of Islamic
civilization in Islamic countries, especially in
Iran, which has a special place and
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the economic aspect, and in many cities of
our country we can see the proximity of
religious and cultural elements to the Bazaar
texture. The Historic Bazaar of Ardabil,
known as the Rasteh Bazaar or "Gheysarieh",
was founded in the 6th century AD and is
located in the ancient center of Ardabil City.
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The Rasteh Bazaar with its ancient history,
has been the center of trade and the heart of
the city, and it's one of the most important
markets for providing to the needs of the
city. So that the newly established markets,
malls and shops have not been able to reduce
its dynamics. In addition to its economic role
and function, other functions of this Bazaar,
including social, physical and cultural-
religious, have played an important role in
enhancing this historical Rasteh and added
to its value and importance. Due to the
mentioned content and importance of the
subject, the purpose of this study is to
identify the historical Bazaar functions of
Ardabil city and analyze their significance
and it seeks to answer the question of what
are the most important functions of the
historical Bazaar in Ardabil and what is the
relationship between these functions?

2. Research Methodology

The present study is an applied research and
is a descriptive-analytic one in terms of
research method. The method of data
collection is based on library and field
studies. In this study, first, the research
components and indicators in the field of
historical Bazaars were drafted and then by
designing two types of questionnaires and
using the opinions of 20 experts related to
the subject, the evaluation of historical
Bazaar functions in Ardebil was investigated;
Thus, using the Dematel model the internal
and external dependencies of the extracted
functions were determined and in the
second step, the historical Bazaar functions
of Ardabil city were weighted using ANP
model and Super Decisions software and the
importance of any of them were determined.

3. Research Findings

According to the analysis of the degree of
effective and influence of the functions on
each other, the functions of "High
permeability”, "Supplier of municipal and
regional goods and services" and "Place of a
particular type of goods and services",
respectively, with the impact degree of
0.498, 0.456 and 0.411, were the most
effective functions and the "Presence of

different  social  strata", "Organizing
charitable activities" and "The holding
religious and national ceremonies”,
respectively, with the impact degree of -1.07,
-0.71 and -0.46 are the most influential
functions of Ardabil's historical Bazaar. In
the fourth and final step of the model, the
graph of the relations of the effects of the
functions is drawn and the relationships of
all the functions are specified. In the second
step of the research, the importance of the
functions by comparing them binary in the
paired questionnaire for the ANP model and
the use of Super Decisions software.

4. Conclusion

The results showed, in the economic
dimension "Business activities of different
Asnaf (guilds)", in the social dimension
"Presence of different social strata", in the
physical dimension " Stimulating a sense of
belonging and attachment in users ", and in
the religious-cultural dimension "The
holding religious and national ceremonies"
are the most important functions of this
historical Bazaar.
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