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Abstract

Context and Purpose: In recent decades, cruises have emerged as one of the most popular
branches of tourism at the international level, and currently, are recognized as one of the
key sectors in the growth of the tourism industry. The main purpose of this research is to
investigate the role of cultural capital in supporting the development of sea voyages in
Nowshahr. The current research studies the effect of cultural capital and its dimensions,
including objectified, embodied, and institutional dimensions that effectively support the
development of sea travel.

Design/methodology/approach: The research method of the present study is descriptive-
correlative, and a survey method using a questionnaire tool was used to collect data.
According to Cochran's formula, the sample size equals 400 people.

Findings: The findings show that the average attitude of residents towards the development
of sea travel (out of 5 points) was 3.13 in the economic dimension, 3.28 in the socio-cultural
dimension, and 3.75 in the environmental dimension. Also, the findings show that the
average dimensions of cultural capital supporting the development of sea travel (out of a
score of 5) were 2.91 in the objectified dimension, 3.11 in the embodied dimension, and 2.86
in the institutionalized dimension.

Conclusion: The results of the hypothesis test show a correlation and a significant
relationship between cultural capital and development and between people's support and
the development of sea travel. Moreover, with the increase in people’s education and age,
the level of their support for development increases. However, statistically speaking,
between age and the level, there is no significant relationship with people's support.
Originality /value: Considering the local people's support for development plans in the field
of sea travel, policymakers and planners can provide suitable grounds for investment for
the development of sea travel in this region by enjoying this social support.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Despite the fact that sea travel is a new
industry and requires more basic
infrastructure both in the planning,
management, and executive parts of the
project, compared to other types of
tourism, it has enjoyed significant growth
in recent years, and people have also
accepted it. Due to its geographical
location and long and wide coastline in the
north and south of the country, as well as
the presence of diverse natural attractions
on the coasts and the open space of the
seas, Iran has favorable conditions and
high potential for the development of sea
travel. But in recent years, unfortunately,
the capacities of marine tourism in Iran
have not been used properly. Nowshahr
has 87 km of coastline. However, no
significant action has been taken in the
development of sea travel in this city.
Therefore, for the growth and
development of sea travel in this area, it is
necessary to consider solutions to attract
tourists and provide good services.
Cultural capital among citizens makes this
possible.

2. Research Methodology

The current research method is
descriptive-correlational, and a survey
method using a questionnaire was used to
collect data. The sampling method was
simple random sampling. The elements of
the statistical sample included people over
18 years old living in the coastal city of
Nowshahr. Determining the sample size
using Cochran's logical formula was equal
to 381 people. To reduce the error, this
amount was increased to 400 people.

3. Research Findings
The findings revealed that there is a
correlation between the dimensions of

cultural capital and people's support for
the development of sea travel. Moreover,
there is a positive and significant
correlation between the dimensions of
cultural capital, economic dimension, and
socio-cultural dimension with people's
support, and a negative and inverse
correlation with the environmental
dimension with people's support for the
development of sea travel. Also, there is no
statistically ~ significant  relationship
between the two variables of education
and people's support.

4. Conclusion

The results show that people's support for
the development of cruises is average.
With the results of the hypothesis test, it
can be concluded that with the increase of
the economic and  socio-cultural
dimension of development, the level of
people's support increases, but with the
increase of the environmental dimension
of development, the level of people's
support decreases. On the other hand, the
cultural capital of the people supporting
the development of cruises in the
objectified dimension and the
institutionalized dimension is, on average,
down and is only moderately high in the
visual dimension. Results also revealed
that with the increase of cultural capital,
the level of development in sea voyages
increases. And finally, with the increase in
education, the amount of people's support
increases in economic, social, and cultural
dimensions. However, there is no
significant correlation or relationship
between people’s age and their support
level.
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