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September 9, 2023 a significant increase in recent years. The purpose of this research is to identify and
Available online: extract the components and functions of educational tourism.

November 6, 2023 Design /methodology /approach: The present study is a systematic review and follows

a descriptive research method. For this purpose, articles presented in English in
Springer, Science Direct, Google Scholar, and Taylor databases were searched from
2000 to 2023 with the educational tourism, components of educational tourism, study
abroad, international students, and functions of educational tourism keywords.

A total of 58 articles were found by the researchers in the mentioned period. After the
entry and exit criteria and the screening process, 35 papers (23 in the field of
educational tourism components and 12 in the field of educational tourism functions)
were chosen and reviewed in this study.

Findings: The results showed that the most important components of educational
tourism include mastery of the language (especially English), quality of education,
experiential learning, cultural affinity, level of social mobility, personal desire and
motivation, economic efficiency, and ease of access. The functions of educational
tourism include education and learning functions, experience and practice functions,
communication and collaboration functions, emotional functions, and social and
cultural functions.

Conclusion: The findings of this conceptual paper help to increase the understanding
of the various factors identified about the components and functions of educational
tourism. It is suggested that the policymakers of Iran's educational system prepare
realistic mechanisms to realize and facilitate educational tourism and in this way,
provide a platform for cross-cultural and trans-spatial learning.

Originality /value: The originality and innovation of this research enrich the poverty
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Tourism has various segmentations such
as natural teaching, environmental
consciousness, tools for sustainable
development and livelihood, employment
opportunities, social and  cultural
advancement, etc. So, this sector has been
used as a multi-dimensional scope and
every portion of the society can benefit
from this destination. Educational tourism
is one of the famous sub-types of tourism
in the world today, whose popularity and
necessity in the tourism market increase
day by day. Although the concept of
educational tourism and specialized
tourism products are recently beginning
to take shape worldwide, educational
travel, which is the education within
universities located outside the tourist
residence, has been going on for centuries
and is the product of the educational
tourism industry, which is a multi-billion-
dollar business at the global level
nowadays. In general, the activities of
educational tourism include primarily
conference participation, study tours for
adults, studies at universities inside or
outside borders, and secondly school trips
or international mobility programs.

2. Research Methodology

The present research is a systematic
review and follows a descriptive research
method. A ‘systematic review’ refers to a
literature review associated with a clearly
formulated research question that uses
systematic explicit methods to identify,
select, and critically appraise relevant
research from previously published
studies related to the question at hand.
The systematic review process employs
literature review methods to select only

those studies that meet specific criteria
that reasonably confirm the rigor of the
evidence produced by a previously
published study. For this purpose, articles
presented in English in Springer, Science
Direct, Google Scholar, and Taylor
databases were searched from 2000 to
2023 with educational tourism,
components of educational tourism, study
abroad, international students, and
functions of educational tourism
keywords. A total of 58 articles were found
by the researchers in the mentioned
period, and after the entry and exit criteria
and the screening process, 35 papers (23 in
the field of educational tourism
components and 12 in the field of
educational tourism functions) were
chosen and reviewed in this study.

3. Research Findings

To answer the research question about
identifying and extracting the components
of educational tourism, a total of 23
articles were deeply examined by the
content analysis method. The analysis of
results showed 8 main components,
including mastery of the language
(especially English), quality of education,
experiential learning, cultural affinity,
level of social mobility, personal desire and
motivation, economic efficiency, and ease
of access.

Moreover, to answer the research
question about identifying and extracting
the functions of educational tourism, 12
papers were deeply reviewed by the
content analysis method. The findings
revealed 8 main functions, including

education and learning function,
experience and practice function,
communication and collaboration

functions, emotional functions, and social
and cultural functions.
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4. Conclusion

Identifying the components and functions
of educational tourism has a significant
impact on the development of
communication and cultural exchange, the
opportunity to study and understand the
culture and customs of all nations, and at
the same time, it leads to an increase in
lifelong learning. It should be claimed that
educational tourism is the tourism of the
21st century. This type of tourism is found
in most forms of tourism because tourists
of the 21st century are active tourists; they
are people who want to participate in the
discovery of new horizons, learn
something new, become better, more
competitive, and competent, and after
returning to their country, use the
knowledge gained through educational
tourism in their life and businesses and
benefit from it.
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