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Historical tourism has a significant role in the transmission of culture and allows cities
to penetrate a competitive environment. One of the actions used to protect historical
contexts is designing walkways in ancient contexts. Evaluation of the quality of
pedestrian walkways has great importance in the revival of city centers. Ranking
pedestrian walkways in historical contexts can reveal the strengths and weaknesses of
different cities in attracting tourists and provide valuable tips for tourism development.
The purpose of this research is to compare different experiences in pedestrian walkway
design in historical contexts with an emphasis on culture-based tourism and seeks to
answer the question of how walkways are ranked based on cultural tourism indicators.
This research, with a descriptive-analytical method and with a quantitative approach,
has ranked the pedestrian walkways by using the multi-criteria decision-making
method of MARCOS, and has weighted the parameters in the subset of function,
accessibility, physical, environmental, comfort and convenience, and social and
cultural values factors, by using the best-worst method. The research findings show
that the indicators of the number of museums and historical monuments, the plurality
of cultural uses, and the number of public arenas available for occurring the activity,
are more important than other indicators. Also, the ranking results of the walkways
indicate that the Tarbiat walkway of Tabriz won first place with an optimum
performance score of 0.729, followed by the Jannat walkway of Mashhad with a score
of 0.501, and the 15 Khordad walkway of Tehran with a score of 0.482.
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1. Introduction

The historical context of cities is considered the most important physical-spatial platform of cultural values due to
their high age, physical heritage, and buildings with historical value, and suitable buildings for injecting cultural
performance (Safdari et al., 2013, p. 26). Nowadays, globalization has caused every city and every place to
compete with other places by getting its share of tourism income (Mohammadi and Changlovaei, 2012, p. 16).
Meanwhile, historical tourism significantly contributes to transferring history, quality, and way of life and culture
and allows cities to penetrate a competitive environment (Flamaki, 2008). Developing pedestrian tourism routes
in historical contexts plays an important role in increasing the positive walking experience in urban tourism
destinations (Hassanshahi et al, 2023, p 1080).

One of the actions used to protect historical contexts and to guide and develop tourism is the design of
pedestrian walkways in ancient contexts, which will be able to revive the ancient context with the role it plays in
attracting tourists and lead to tissue regeneration as a supplementary factor in the matter of conservation. The
evaluation of the quality of pedestrian walkways is of great importance due to its characteristics in creating social
interactions, functional and environmental goals, improving the traffic situation, creating a mental image, and
revitalizing city centers (Rashtbari et al., 2022, p. 18) .

Examining and ranking the experiences of pedestrian walkways in historical contexts can reveal the strengths
and weaknesses of the competition of different cities in attracting historical and culture-based tourists and provide
valuable tips for improving the conditions and tourism development. The purpose of this research is to compare
and rank different experiences in the design of pedestrian walkways in historical contexts with an emphasis on
culture-based tourism, and to answer the main question of how to rank the existing sidewalks based on the
indicators of culture-based tourism.

2. Literature Review

Many urban thinkers commented on the public space and its transformation into a place, for the presence and life
of people, especially pedestrians, and expressed the different dimensions of a successful public space (Aghajani
and Pendar, 2021, p. 206). The urban space is the platform of cultural interactions, and urban life is the symbol
and physical embodiment of cultural concepts. Among the first actions to attract citizens and tourists to historical
environments, which has led to the emergence of a phenomenon called cultural tourism, are the revitalization of
old urban structures, the reproduction of collective memories, and the branding of places (Aminzadeh and Dadras,
2011, p. 102).

The age and physical heritage and the existence of cultural functions, as well as the existence of organic
movement routs and passages in historical contexts, have made these contexts suitable for identifying tourist routes
and conducting tourist walking tours. The presence of citizens and pedestrians in the paths of historical contexts
brings aliveness to urban spaces (Alalhesabi and Mazarei, 2022, p. 44). Walking is extensively recognized as a
key part of the overall tourism experience, especially in heritage tourism (Hassanshahi et al, 2023, p 1081).

The term pedestrianization was first proposed by Mannheim in 1975. According to Manheim, a pedestrian
walkway is a street for pedestrians, where vehicles can travel only during certain hours (Ebrahimzadeh and
Esfandiari Mehni, 2018, pp. 134-135). Pedestrian walkways, as passages with a high social role and restricting the
movement of riders, are a way to reclaim public passages from vehicles, especially valuable urban spaces that have
cultural, historical, commercial, and recreational attractions for pedestrians, and return them to humans, to have
movement, social interactions and recreational, tourism and commercial activities (Pezeshki and Alijani, 2020:
40). A successful pedestrian walkway plan requires citizen participation. Optimal allocation of space for all users
(including residents, tourists, and businessmen), the existence of a mix of uses including commercial, cultural, and
residential tourism, management of public parking facilities and access to public vehicles, proper demarcation of
spaces for loading and unloading, coordination of urban services and creating comfort and convenience, how to
allow the entry of vehicles and pedestrians, lighting, the quality of the facade and how to take care of it, the
continuity of the pedestrian walkway and creating spatial contrast, the attractiveness of the facades of buildings,
etc. are some of the key issues in explaining the quality of pedestrian walkways (Heidarzadeh and Haghi, 2022, p.
66).
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3. Methodology

In terms of the purpose, this research is placed in the group of practical researches. In this research, a descriptive-
analytical method with a quantitative approach has been used. The researcher's attention is focused on the
comparative comparison and ranking of existing pedestrian walkways according to the design indicators of
pedestrian walkways in historical contexts with an emphasis on culture-based tourism, using the multi-criteria
decision-making method (MCDM). Therefore, by examining the existing experiences in the field of recreating
historical contexts, these experiences have been scored using the MARCOS method based on the extracted
indicators, and the strengths and weaknesses of each experience have been examined. To carefully examine the
experiences with the culture-based tourism approach, while using the MARCOS method, the research indicators
have been weighted using the best-worst (BWM) method in line with the research objective. With the studies
conducted in the field of pedestrian walkway design in historical contexts, indicators related to the research topic
have been extracted from various sources, and these indicators are categorized as physical, performance, safety
and security, movement and accessibility, environment, comfort and convenience, and social and cultural values
criteria and components.

4. Results

The study area includes five pedestrian walkways such as 15 Khordad (Tehran), Bagh Sepehsalar (Tehran),
Jannat (Mashhad), Tarbiat (Tabriz), and Lian (Bushehr). In this section, a comparative study of pedestrian
walkways has been done using indicators derived from literature review and using the MARCQOS method. In multi-
criteria decision-making fields, especially multi-indicator decision-making fields, having and knowing the relative
weights of existing indicators is an effective step in the problem-solving process. The analysis of parameters using
the best-worst method (BWM) shows that the parameters of the ratio of the number of museums and historical
monuments per 100 meters, the ratio of the number of cultural uses per 100 meters, the ratio of the number of
public areas available for occurring the activity per 100 meters, the ratio of the number of public transportation
stations around the path per 100 meters, and the presence of a market with historical value around the path,
according to the purpose of the research, which is to investigate the values of culture-based tourism on the
sidewalks, were more important than other parameters, so they have been given more weight.

5. Conclusion

The design of pedestrian walkways in historical contexts, and accordingly the restoration of the buildings located
in these contexts, causes the regeneration, vitality and presence of more historical contexts. The design of these
routes in the historical context is done with various goals, such as turning urban centers and historical contexts
into a place for people to be present, solving traffic problems caused by the presence of cars in these contexts,
improving the quality of historical contexts, etc. The ranking results of the walkways indicate that the Tarbiat
walkway of Tabriz won first place with an optimum performance score of 0.729, followed by the Jannat walkway
of Mashhad with a score of 0.501, and the 15 Khordad walkway of Tehran with a score of 0.482. As it appears
from the research data, designing pedestrian walkways with a culture-based tourism approach, the first and most
important factor determining the success rate of the plan is to think about the functions and uses required which
can attract the population, especially cultural uses and museums and historical monuments. Experiences teach us
that paying attention to social and cultural values, and the existence of markets with historical value around the
paths, as well as the existence of areas for occurring activities, will make these plans successful and attract citizens
and tourists to the route; which sometimes the implemented projects have not paid much attention to.
Unfortunately, in most of the investigated pedestrian walkways, the indicators of the presence of a mix of uses (a
parameter of the multiplicity (density) of sports uses in one hectare), the presence of green space, favorable sun
exposure and shading, and the lack of noise and noise pollution have been neglected and it is appropriate to take
actions in this field on all pedestrian walkways. To solve the mentioned gaps and create a suitable pedestrian
walkway plan, at the end of the research, a model of a quality pedestrian walkway in historical contexts has been
introduced.
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